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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STaTE oF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN Marca. 


‘The following memorandum has been pre by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :-— 

There was a marked improvement in the general state of 
employment during March, and at the end of the month the 


rcentage of unemployed in trade unions making returns was — 


ess than at any time since the autumn of 1890. As is usual at 

this périod of the year a large number of strikes were recorded 
during the month, i a however, of little importance. A large 
number of persons had their wages raised during ‘the month, 
chiefly in the mining and metal industries, in almost all cases 
without a strike. 

In the 114 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 453,963, 11,169 (or 2:5 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of March, compared with 3°0 per cen!. 
in Pebeuaty, and with 3°5 per cent. in the 108 unions, with a 
membership of 415,731, from which returns were received for 
_ Employment in various Industries.-—Coal Mining.— 
Employment during March was better in nearly every district 
than a year ago, but in most districts not so as during 
February. The average number of days worked per week at 

its employing 412,462 persons was 5°14, compared with 5°34 in 
February, and 4°81 in March 1896. Unemployed miners in trade 
unions in Northumberland and Durham amounted at the end of 
March to 0°9 per cent. of the membership, as against 1:6. per 


cent. at the end of February, and 2-0 per cent. at’ the end of © 


March 1896. 3 

_ Tron Mining—Employment continued good during March, the 

average sec 8 of days worked per week by 16,655 workpeople 
96963. Wt. 56. A 
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covered by the returns being 5°82 as compared with 5°86 in 
February, and 5°78 in March 1896. The number employed was 
greater by 4°3 per cent. than a year ago. 

In the Pig Iron industry employment .was rather better than a 
year ago. At the end of March the ironmasters making returns 
had 351 furnaces in blast, compared with 347 in March 1896. 
The number of wo ple employed was 22,283, compared with 
21,988 a year ago. Compared with the end.of February, employ- 
ment is practically stationary, the number of furnaces in blast 
having decreased by 1, while the number of workpeople employed 
has increased by 43. 

At Steel Works employment was much better than a year ago, 
but not quite so good as last month. At 128 works 36,959 
were employed at the end of March, or 2,436 more than a year 
ago, but 298 less than at the end of February. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment has 
improved. At 93 works the number employed was 18,839, or 
711 more than a year ago, and 396 more than at the end of 
February, 

In the Tinplate trade there has been a falling off in employ- 
ment. Thenumber of mills reported as at work at 88 works was 
320 at the end of the month, or 14 less than at the end of 
February. 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades continues 
good, the percentage of unemployed union members being still 
2-0, as at the end of February. The percentage for March 1896 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has continued to 
improve, the percentage of unemployed union members hrf 
fallen from 5°8 at the end of February to 5:0 at the end of Mare! 
The percentage for March last year was 7°2, 

Employment in the Building trades has still further improved 
and is now brisk. The percentage of unemployed. in’ unions 
making returns for March was..1-2, compared with 20 for 

February and 2°6 per cent. at the end of March 1896. 
' The Furnishing trades are busily employed, the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of March being only 
0°7, compared with 3-0 per cent. in February, and 1:0 per cent. 
at the end of March last year, 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades, especially 
the former bas improved. ' The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of March was 3°5, compared with 3°9 in 
February and 46 per cent. in March 1896. 
Employment ‘in the Paper trade remaitis ‘fairly ‘good: ’ The 
percentage of unemployed‘union members at the end of March 
was 3°0, compared with 29 in February, and’ 4-7 per‘ cent,'in 

In the Glass’ trade employment is still slack. eae 
of unemployed union members at the end of March was 12°6, 
with 12°5 in February and 14°0 per céht. in March 
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Employment in the Leather trades continues good. The per- 
centage of end March was 
2'1 compared with 2-0 per cent, in February.. The percent 
for Mareh 1696 

Employment’ in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has 
improved, and is good in the chief centres other than the 
districts. In the bespoke branch employment has 
improved. 

Raghvyaisat is good in the ready-made Yailoring trade and 
has improved in the bespoke branch. — says 

In the Cotton trade employment is still moderate, but shows 

Employment in the Woollen trade is dull on the whole, although 
there has been a slight improvement in some centres. In the 
Worsted trade it continues slack. In the Hosiery trade it remains 
moderate. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 457 mills, employing about 77,000 women 
and girls, shows that 76 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 67 per ‘cent. 
among those for whom returns were received for February, and 
86 per cent. for March 1896. 


Trade Disputes.—Ninety-seven fresh disputes occurred in 
March 1897, involving 29,782 workpeople, as compared with 
77 involving 24,231 workpeople, in February, and 95, involving 
about 22,000 workpeople, in March 1896. Thirty-eight disputes 
took place in the metal, engineering, and shipbuilding trades, 
13 in the building trades, 14 3 mining and quarrying 
industries, 11 in the textile trades, 9 in the clothing trades, 2 in 
connection with dock labour, and 10 in other industries. Of the 
98 new and old disputes, involving 18,586 workpeople, of which 
the terms of settlement are reported, 32, involving 4,036 persons, 
were successful from the point of view of the workpeople ; 38, 
involving 6,842 persons, unsuccessful; and 28, involving 7,708 
persons, resulted in a compromise. ; 

s in Rates of Wages.—Changes in rates of wages, 
affecting about 171,000 workpeople, were reported during March, 
of which number about 168,500 received increases and 2,500 
sustained decreases, The net result of the changes is an advance 
estimated at 8d, per head in the weekly wages of those affected. 
The increases include 10,600 building trade operatives, 114,600 coal 
miners, 14,900 steel workers, 27,000 

le employed in the engineering and shipbuilding trades. 
took the wages of blast- 
furnace men. Changes, affecting 115,000 workpeople, took place 
under sliding scales, conciliation boards, &c.; and 
affecting about 1,000 workpeople, were preceded by strikes. The 
remainder, involving about 55,000, workpeople, were settled by 
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Borer EXpLosions. 


A formal investigation was held at. Driffield, on the 13th March, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Wold House Farm on the 8th February last. 


The boiler, one of the portable locomotive type, was made in 
1869 and supplied to a farmer, by whum it was used for agricul- 
tural purposes. In 1894 it was purchased by another farmer— 
the owner at the time of the explosion—and as a tube was leaking, 
in 1896 the boiler was sent to a firm, who undertook repairs to 
agricnitural machinery and boilers, and upon their recommendation 
it was retubed. In February last there was a leak in the firebox 
and the foreman to this firm was sent to stop it. He put in a 
plate and told the owner that the firebox was in good condition 
and would last for three years. On the 8th February the boiler 
exploded, and five persons were more or less seriously injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 
the firebox being worn out and unfit for any useful steam pressure ; 
that when the owner sent the boiler to be repaired he intended 
that it should be thoroughly examined and overhauled; that he 
had reason to believe that the boiler had been thoroughly over- 
hauled ; that he was told in February last that the firebow would 
last three years; and that he was justified in working the boiler. 

The Court found that there was considerable doubt as to whether 
the instructions given by the owner to the firm who repaired the 
boiler included examination and thorough overhaul, and they 
gave the tirm the benefit of the doubt, and acquitted them of 
neglect. 

The foreman was found to blame for making a reckless state- 
ment to the owner as to the condition of the firebox when he had 
made no examination of it, and he was ordered to pay 5/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town- Hall, West- 
minster, on the 18th March last, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of the boiler of a Jocomotive in a tunnel near 
Finchley Road on the 27th August last, whereby one person 
was killed, and the engine driver was very severely injured. 
Instructions had been given to the engine driver to pass a wire 


through the water-gauge cocks once a week when the boiler was 
cleaned out, and it was his duty to blow through the cocks at 
least two or three times each day. He alleged that he had passed 
a wire through the cocks on the 23rd August, that he blew 
through them twice a day afterwards, and once on ‘the morning 
of the explosion (the 27th August), and that when he entered the 
tunnel, about 5 p.m., the water showed three-quarter glass. 
About 5.30 p.m. the explosion happened, the tunnel or heading in 
the vicinity of the engine was filled with steam, the engine driver 


was rendered unconscious, and a lad with him on the engine was 
killed. 
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The Commissioners delivered judgment in the Temple on the 
19th March last. They found that the explosion was due to over- 
heating of the crown of the firebox through shortness of water, that 
the lower cock of the water-gauge was very nearly closed with 
deposit, and that on the afternoon of the 27th August, the water- 
gauge was inoperative, and that the engine driver had not 
—- his duty in regard to keeping the cocks of the gauge 
clear. 

The Court were of opinion that the engine driver was com- 
petent to perform his duties, and that he was guilty of a casual 
act of negligence, for which they did not hold the owner of the 
boiler responsible. The driver was so severely injured that he 
has not resumed work, nor will he be well enough to do so for 
several weeks, and in these circumstances the Court made no 
order as to costs. 

A formal investigation was held at the Public Hall, Bradford, 
Manchester, into the circumstances eer the explosion of a 
boiler at a blacksmith’s shop on the Ist February last. The 
boiler, one of the vertical cylindrical type, was purchased, together 
with the goodwill of the business, in June last. It was examined 
by an inspector to an insurance company in the following month, 
when it was found to be in good condition and fit for a safe 
working pressure of 60 lbs. per square inch, and it was duly 
accepted for insurance. 

In December last the weight on the lever of the safety-valve 
was found to have been moved towards the end of the lever, 
slightly increasing the load on the valve, and the end of the lever 
was found to be only } of an inch from a wall. These facts were 
reported by the insurance company, who strongly recommended 
the owner to cut the lever so as to prevent overloading. The 
letter was received during the owner’s absence, and he stated that 
his attention was not called to the recommendativn until after the 
explosion. 

On the 1st February the boiler was worked throughout the 
day, and it was stated that the safety-valve was blowing off in the 
morning. About 5 p.m. the fire was cleaved, some coke was put 
ov, the damper was closed, the boiler was pumped up, and the 
pressure was about 25 Ibe. by the gauge, when all the hands left 
the premises, which were locked up. About 7.30 p.m the boiler 
exploded and wrecked the premises. It was blown into small 

ments, which were scattered throughout the neighbourhood, 
and, with the exception of the safety-valve chest, lever, and weight 
all the mountings were lost. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure 
in consequence of the safety-valve being inoperative, but there was 
no evidence to show how it became so. 
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© ORpers exper tHe Ska Frsnegres Acts. 

An order, dated 6th January 1897, has been made by the 
Board of Trade under the provisions of the Sea Fisheries Act, 
1868, by which the “ Boston Deeps: Fishery Order, 1870,” is 
amended without extending the area to which that order applies. 
The fishery, order is transferred. thereby from the Corporation of 
Boston to the Committee of the Eastern Sea Fisheries District. 

_ An order hag likewise been made by the Board of Trade under 

e provisions of the Sea Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888, con- 
ferring the powers of a Local Fisheries Committee on the Board 
of Conseryators of the Suffolk and Essex Fishery District. 


TENDERS FOR THE Lease OF THE Satt WORKS OF 
TorREVIEJA AND La Mata. 
_» The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, a copy of a decree which 
appeared in the “ Madrid Gazette ” of the 1st of April, containing 
the conditions under which tenders are invited for the lease of the 
salt works of Torrevieja and La Mata. Aig 
ad The document, which is in Spanish, may be seen at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between the 
hours of 11 am. and 6 pm. 
The tenders will be opened at Madrid on the 3rd of July 1897. 


Tenpers For 1n 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
stating that tenders are invited by the Bulgarian Government for 
the construction of a railway line from Rustchuk to Tirnovo. 
Tenders should be addressed to the Minister of Public Works, 
Ways, and Communications (Construction Section), and must. be 
sent in not later than 10 am.on the 7th of June next. The 
conditions, plans, c,, may be obtained from the Bulgarian 
Ministry of Public Works on payment of 20 frs. Such further 
particulars as have been received may be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office any day between the hours. of 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


GovVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
Admiralty —Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon 
on the day named, for— okt | 
B, Black ironmongery - 
Candles 
Carpenters’ and joiners’ work 
Hard soap - ~ 1897, 
B. Iron plate workers’ wares - ' Thursday, 22nd April, 
B, Lamps and lanterns - 
Manufactured wood goods 
W, Tin and japanned wares - 
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Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty or by letter addressed Director of Navy Contracts, 
Admiralty, Whitehall, 8.W. 

Patterns of all, except candles and soap, may be seen at the 
Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s 
Inn, W.C. 

Forms of tender may also be obtained and patterns seen of the 
articles marked— 

-“B” at the Admiralty Pattern Room, Great Western House, 
Livery Street, Birmingham; 

-“W” at the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhampton, on 
application to the secretary. 

India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply (1) rails and fishplates; (2) wrought-iron spikes for 
rails ; (3) steel fishbolts. 

The conditions of contracts may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. 
on Wednesday the 21st April 1897, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


Suips ror 
_ Tenders will be received until noon on Tuesday, the 4th May, 


for the purchase of the following ships, as they lie:— 
Assistance - Troopship, at Portsmouth +— 
Bacchante - - 2nd class cruiser, at Ports- 
mouth - . - 2,679 
- 3rd class cruiser, at Ports- 
mouth - - - 2,019 
1,706 


- 4th rate, late powder hulk, 
at 
Trincomalee - - 5th rate, at Portsmouth - 1,066 
Euryalus’ - - Iron corvette, at Chatham - 2,741 
Watch Vessel (No. 20)~-- Old brig (late Kangaroo), at 
Burnham-on-Crouch - - 483 


4th rate, at Devonport - 1,773 
Ist class 


Conquestador - 
Torpedo boat (No. 2) 


(Ne. 5) 
(No. 13) ” 
Menelaus’~ - : 5th rate, at Portsmouth (late 
vessel) - - 1,077 
engeance - - 2nd rate, at Devonport 
(woo den battleship) - 2,284 


- 
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Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty, or by letter addressed, The Director of Navy 
Contracts, Admiralty, London, S.W. 


Awarps FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Oftice 
a binocular glass, which has been awarded by the Spanish 
Government to Mr. James David Anderson, master of the ss. 
“ Vina,” of Grangemouth, in recognition of his services to the 
shipwrecked crew of the Spanish «.s. “ Churruca,” on the 7th 
December last; also a binocular glass which has been awarded by 
the Danish Government to Mr. George Smalley, skipper of the 
fishing ss. “ Conger” of Boston, in recognition of his services in 
effecting the rescue of the Damish vessel “ Veunernes Alinde,” 
which foundered in the North Sea on the 27th October last. 

The Board have also received a sum of two pounds (2/.) each 
for Alfred Edward Lee, Charles Henry Johnson, and George May 
Jacklin, seamen of the “ Conger,” which have been awarded to 
them by the Danish Government in recognition of their services 
on the occasion referred to. 


InsPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The following Inspector of Weights and Measures has, during 
the month of March 1897, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Berry, Arthur Melbourne - - Rotherham. 
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IIl.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for March last show a decided improvement, 
for the total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British Possessions during the month 
was 40,655,1140., as compared with 38,366,750/. for the corre- 
sponding month of 1896, an increase of 2,288,364/., or 60 per 
cent, ; and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufac- 
tures for the same period amounted to 21,647,269/., as against 
20,449,6231. in March 1896, an increase of 1,197,646/., or 
per cent. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise were 
valued at 5,270,853, as compared with 4,606,122/. for March 
1896, an increase of 664,731, or 14°4 per cent. 

With regard to the imports, all the categories show increased 
values as compared with the corresponding month of 1896, 
except oils, animals living (for food), and parcel post, which have 
decreased 104,815/., 92,5152, and 15,852/. respectively. 

The greatest increase is found in the value of the imports of 
manufactured articles, which amounted to 8,537,313/, in March 
1897, as against 7,868,203/. in March 1896, an increase of 
669,110/. Raw materials for textile manufactures show an 
increase of 492,934; metals, 457,0571.; articles of food and 
drink, duty free, 415,488/.; miscellaneous articles, 185,4862 ; 
articles of food and drink, dutiable, 164,824/.; chemicals, dye- 
stuffs, and tanning substances, 58,4691. ; raw materials for sundry 
industries and manufactures, 51,0851; and tobacco, dutiable, 
7,0931. 

The imports of wheat were 135,630 cwts. less, but the value of 
this diminished quantity is set down as 203,154/. more than that 
of the amount imported in March 1896. Bacon has increased in 
value 272,0991.; and fruit of all kinds, 162,214/; but fish of all 
kinds has declined 192,026/.; and sugar, refined and unrefined, 
301,2751 Wine shows an increase in value of 115,3151, but 
coffee has decreased 76,0551. 

Sdll figures for March 1897 with those for March 
1896, it is seen that the imports of copper regulus have increased 
149,0497. ; and of indigo, 140,8142. With regard to raw materials 
for textile manufactures, sheep and lambswool have increased 
815,945, and 721,729 of this amount alone represents the 
increase in the imports from the Australian colonies. On the 
other hand, cotton, raw, has declined to the extent of 472,289/, 
446,262l. of which amount represents the minus value of the 
imports from the United States. 

American manufacturers and are are atcumulating 
_ stocks of raw material in view of the impending change in the - 

United States tariff, and this would probably tend both to diminish 
the exports of American raw material to other countries, and 
increase the imports of textiles and other manufactured goods into 
the United States. 


* See also pp. 497-498. 
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The imports. of cycles, machinery, and unenumerated iron 
manufactures have increased in value 207,499Z,and those of woollen 
manufactures 124,070/.; on the other hand, there is a decrease in 
the value of silk broad stuffs amounting to 61,553/., though other 
silk manufactures have improved collectively 117,3652 

Taking now the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, and comparing the values for the month of March 
1897 with those of March 1896, increases are seen under metals 
and articies manufactured therefrom (except machinery), 485,499. ; 
raw materials, 341,613/.; machinery and mill-work, 320,800/.; other 
articles, either manufactured or partly manufactured, 142,751. ; 
articles of food and drink, 81,100/.; chemicals, and chemical and 
medicinal preparations, 62,522/. ; parcel post, 36,730/., and animals, 
living, 32,0732 The value of the exports of yarns and textile 
fabrics shows a net decrease of 265,805/.; and apparel and articles 
of personal use have declined to the extent of 39,6377. 

‘In the exports of raw materials, coal, coke, and fuel show 
an increase of 188,660/.—43,553/. of this increase has gone 
to Italy; and Germany, Denmark, France, Spain, Malta, and 
Egypt have also taken more, but. British India and Brazil have 
imported less. Sheep and lambswool have increased 146,636/. 
In metals, the exports of iron, unwrought and wrought, have 
increased 428,4461.; and of telegraphic wire and apparatus, 
118,4047. Machinery exports have increased 320,800/., of which 
amount 61,907/. represents the value of the exports of steam 


engines. 

"Taking now the imports for the quarter ended 3lst March 
1897 as compared with the first three months of 1896, 
increases are found under the categories of articles of food and 
drink, duty free, 209,8507.; articles of food and drink, dutiable, 
424,852/.; tobacco, dutiable, 52,9751; metals, 514,105/.; raw 
materials for textile manufactures, 4,031,938/.; raw, materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 150,447/.; manufactured 
articles, 1,097,8842, and miscellaneous articles, 112,349/. De- 
creases on the other hand are seen under animals, living (for food), 
244.4111. ; chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning substances, 428,8292 ; 
oils, 391,206. ; and parcel post; 13,4332 The total net increase 
for the three months is set down at 5,516,521/. The value.of the 
exports for the same period showed a net decrease of 2,002,0222,, 
chiefly due to the decrease of 2,950,039]. in the yalue -of the 
exports of yarns and textile fabrics. Apparel, and articles of 
personal use declined 147,799/., and other articles, either manu- 
factured or partiy manufactured, 394,578. On the other hand, 
animals, living, increased 53,6917. ; articles of food and drink 
70,660/.; raw materials, 276,535/.; metals, and articles manu- 
factured therefrom (except machinery), 414,044/.; machinery and 
mill-work, 498,231/.; chemicals, and chemical and medicinal 
preparations, 57,068/, ; and parcel post, 120,1652 

e value of the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
for the three months under review showed a net decrease of 
380,1237, as compared with the first quarter of 1896, - ; 
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IIL—OPENING FOR BRITISH; AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY IN ‘BULGARIA. 


A’ committee has been appointed in Bulgaria by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Agriculture to consider the subject of the intro- 
duction of agricultural machinery into that country. chs 

Major Law, Her Majesty’s Comnsensial Secretary at Vienna, 
in a memorandum received at the Foreign Office through Mr, 
F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, states 
that the conclusions of this committee ap likely to take 
practical form at an early date, and though it is not yet possible 
to announce the definite decision of the Government, it seems 
most probable that offers will be invited for the supply of a 
certain number of steam thrashing machines and portable engines, 
to be delivered this summer in various sel districts. The 
conditions for delivery and the terms of payment for the machines 
will be arranged with the Ministry of Agriculture. 

It is particularly desired to ensure that the working of the 
machines shall not fall into ignorant hands, lest unsatisfactory 
results should render (the farmers sceptical as to their practical 
value, and it is probable that the suppliers of the machines will be 
called upon to senda qualified mechanic to each of the selected 
districts,and to provide asuitable assortment of reserve accessories, 
so that breakdowns may be speedily repaired. 

Should the proposals of the Bulgarian Government be carried 
out, a rare opportunity. will be offered for the development, under 
favourable circumstances, of an important trade in a new market, 
and it would appear most advisable that English agricultural 
engineers should lose no time in furnishing information as to 
wae and descriptions of the machines they are prepared. to 
' Tt useless to send ordinary English catalogues and price lists. 
What‘ is‘required is illustrated descriptions in French or German, 

of six, eight, and ten horse-power portables and thrashers, with 

weights in metric measurement, prices c.i.f. at the ports of Bourgas 
and Varna, with discount allowances for cash, and term required 
for delivery after receipt of order. To, this should be added 
details concerning self-feeding, and straw-burning apparatus, with 
prices for these extras, and information as to fuel consumption 
per hour, and average capacity of machines per working day. of 
10 to 12 hours. d 
', The information indicated should be supplied to the Minister 
of Commerce and Agriculture, Sofia, and to Her Britannic 
Majesty's Agent and Consul-General, Sofia. 
Any firm which may be selected: by the Bulgarian Government 
to supply the machines required, must be prepared to promptly 
i information, and instructions for working their 
machines, printed?ini the Bulgarian\language. 
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IV—SEA FISHERIES OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


A publication has recently been issued by the Board of Trade 
containing statistical tables and memorandum relating to the sea 
fisheries of the United Kingdom, embodying a return of the 
quantity of fish conveyed inland by railway from each of the 
principal ports of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland 
during each of the years from 1889 to 1896. The tables give the 
results of the collection of fishery statistics for England and 
Wales during the year 1896, this being the eleventh year during 
which the statistics have been collected for the whole twelve 
months, the collection itself having been commenced in the spring 
of 1885. 

The chief facts brought out by the return as to fish landed on 
the coasts of England and Wales during the year 1896 are as 
follows :—The total quantity of fish landed, exclusive of shell- 
fish, amounted to. 7,551,000 cwts., or, roughly speaking, to 
377,000 tons, of the value of 5,167,000/. ; which, with the addi- 
tion of the value of shell-fish, viz, 343,000/., makes a total value 
for the year of 5,510,0002 The corresponding values for the 
years 1894 and 1895 having been 5,291,000/. and 5,438,000I. 
respectively, it would appear that there is a slight increase in the 
value of the fish landed in each year. And here it should be 
remarked that the values throughout the tables, as well as the 
average prices stated, are in all cases those taken at the time of 
‘landing, and these are believed, generally speaking, to be fairly 
accurate. 

For Scotland the returns for the year 1896 show a total 
quantity of 6,138,000 cwts. landed, exclusive of shell-fish, the 
value being 1,569,000/. To this should be added 78,000/., the 
value of the shell-fish landed, making a total of 1,647,000/. The 
corresponding figures for Ireland show a total of 843,000 cwts. 
landed and valued at 266,000/., exclusive of shell-fish, the total, 
including shell-fish, being valued at 279,0002. It should be 
observed that in 1896, as compared with 1895, there is in 
Scotland a slight increase in the quantity, but at the same time 
a considerable decrease in the value of the fish landed, whilst in 
Ireland also there is an increase in the total quantity and a 
decrease in the total value of the fish landed. 

The aggregate results for the whole of the United Kingdom 
show that in the year 1896 14,532,000 cwts. of fish, exclusive of 
shell-fish, were landed, or approximately 726,000 tons, valued at 
7,002,0001. at the point of landing. If to this the value of the 
shell-fish, amounting to 434,000/, be added, a total of 7,436,0001. 
is arrived at as the value of the sea fisheries of the United 
Kingdom at the place of landing in the year 1896, compared 
with a total value of.7,600,0002. in the year 1895. ’ 
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A comparative table is given showing the quantities and value 
of the fish landed at each of the principal ports in England and 
Wales during the last seven years. This table shows at a glance 
the various fluctuations in the trade in fish done at each port. 
Taking first the east coast, it wili be seen that Grimsby well 
maintains the first place as a fishing port, indeed, the amount 
returned as landed at that place in 1896, viz., 86,000 tons, is in 
excess of that returned as landed at that place in any previous 
year. The same remark applies also to Hull, where the un- 
precedented amount of 53,000 tons of fish were returned as 
landed during the past year. Some way behind come Lowestoft 
and Yarmcuth with 31,000 tons. The amount landed at London, 
viz., 52,000 tons, is still large, although it is to be remarked that 
this total was considerably exceeded by the amounts landed in 
the earlier years of this collection, viz., 1886 to 1888, in which 
years the amount averaged 64,000 tons. 

The fluctuations in the amounts of fish landed on the south 
coast are in no way remarkable, the amounts in each year on 
that coast being small. As regards the west coast, the most 
salient facts are the fluctuations in the amount of fish landed at 
Neyland, although the amount at the same time landed at 
Milford keeps fairly steady. Neyland is supplied with fish, 
chiefly drift net fish (mackerel), coming almost entirely from the 
Irish coasts, although not landed before in that country. Milford, 
on the other hand, although it receives also some fish from the 
Irish coasts, is by no means entirely dependent on such fish for 
its supply ; indeed, by far the larger proportion of the fish landed 
at Milford is trawl fish caught in the St. George’s Channel, the 
figures for 1896 being as follows :—Fish caught off the Irish 
coasts, 2,591 tons, and fish caught elsewhere, 6,672 tons. The 
quantities landed at Neyland, that is to say, principally brought 
to England from the Irish coasts, have varied greatly of late 
years. In 1888, 7,871 tons of fish were landed there; in 1890 
the amount: had risen to 18,590 tons; whilst in 1894 it had fallen 
to 8,650, and in 1896 still further to 5,579 tons. The amount 
landed at Milford has beea subject to no such fluctuations. In 
1894 the total quantity landed amounted to 5,923 tons, in 1895 - 
it had increased to 7,512 tons, whilst in 1896 it had still further 
risen to 9,263 tons. 

It should also be remarked that the amount returned as landed 
at Fleetwood shows a steady increase of late years, owing to the 
gradual growth of the number of steam fishing vessels using 
the port. 

he regards the quantity and value of fish landed in each ~ 
month of the year, distinguishing the various kinds of fish, as well 
as the different coasts on which it was landed, it would appear 
from the returns. that there is comparative regularity from month. 
tov month in the take of prime fish, as well as in the take of the 
kinds so-called “ intermediate ””—between prime fish and those 
classed as inferior; but that, on the other hand, frequent and 
great variations occur in the take of the more migratory kinds, 
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such as herrings, mackerel, and sprats, the changés as. regards 
these largely affecting the total for particular months. Thete 
are also similar variations, of course, in the oyster and’ in the 

It appears that the months of April, October, and November 
were the most important in the year 1896, whilst in the precedi 
year 1895, the most important months were October and April. 
The fourth quarter of the year was, in 1896, the most important 
to the fishing industry, as was the case in 1895; in the year 
1894 it was the second quarter that was most important. In all 
three years the first quarter of the year was the least important 
as regards the value of the fish landed. 

It appears from tables showing for a series of years from 1889 
to 1896 inclusive, the total quantities and values of the fish 
imported into this country, distinguishing the proportion of such 
fish retained for home consumption, as well as the exports of fish 
from this country to foreign ports during the same period, that 
the value of the fish imported and retained for home consumption 
now exceeds 2,600,000/. a year, having increased from 2,112,0000. 
in 1889 to 2,636,000/. in 1896; whilst, on the other hand, the 
total value of British and Irish fish exported, which for many years 
averaged about 1,700,000/. a year, has in the year 1896 risen to 
2,009,0007. Taking these figures in conjunction with the value 
of the produce of the sea fisheries of the United Kingdom during 
the period in question, it will be seen that the value of the fish 


consumed in this country has materially increased in the last few 
years, as it amounted to 8,063,000/. in 1896, as compared with 
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V.—DEVELOPMENT OF THE GERMAN COTTON 
INDUSTRY. 


The extension in Germany of the cotton-spinning industry was 

rticularly marked during the latter part of 1896, a result, no 
oubt, of the favourable conditions under which that industry 
was cartied on throughout the year. Mik, 

The French Consul. at Dusseldorf, who has recently made a 
report to his Government upon this subject, says that. for a 
certain period the output of the factories was not. sufficient for 
the consumption ; since July, cotton-spinners had already disposed 
of all their stock of the current year, and, profiting by the rise 
in cotton, were enabled to increase the price of yarn by 10 per 
cent., while, what is more extraordinary still, these prices have 
by no means decreased in proportion-to the decline in the value 
of raw materials, which went down: 20 per cent. 

Encouraged by these results, manufacturers and capitalists 
have again embarked in this branch of industry. Old factories 
are everywhere being enlarged, and new ones established at - 
Rheydt-Miilforth, Gladbach-Liirip, Crefeld; and Viersen, while 
additional new ones are in contemplation this year. The same 
movement is seen in Westphalia, Silesia, Saxony, South Germany, 
Alsace, and the Mulhausen district in Thuringia, where more than 
20,000 hand-looms are at work, and’ where hitherto there has 
not existed a single spinning mill. 

This marked enterprise has not developed, however, without 
giving rise to apprehensions. A note published in a newspaper 
recently, threatening the German industry with over-production 
and foretelling the same fate for it as has befallen the Italian 
and Austrian spinning industries, has alarmed. the parties 
interested and given rise to extended discussions in the press. 

Optimists assert thet there can be no question at’ present of 
 over-production in cotton yarn, and that it- cannot be doubted 

that the demand being greater than the supply, the importation 
of English yarns is thereby increased. 

According to: the statistics hitherto: published on the output 
of the Rhenish and Westphalian mills, the state of the market, 
they say, continues to be completely satisfactory, orders are 
abundant and the supply of the mills failing, it is not likely, 
considering the Manchester prices and the duties of the German 
tariff, that the imports of England should increase, at least as 
regards the numbers produced in Germany. Statistics, moreover, 
confirm this opinion. - In 1896 there were imported into 
up to the end of Octobers 177,800 kilogs. ot single cotton 
‘up to No. 17, kilogs. E as 
‘agaist 130,400 during the correspondin, iod of 1896, ith 
regard to by between No. 17 and No. 45, the importations 
amounted during the same period, to 5,941,300 kilogs, (4,797,900 
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kilogs. from England), as against 6,001,200 in 1895, Above . 
No. 45 the amounts were: 3,351,700 kilogs. (2,388,500 from 
England), as against 3,405,800 in 1895. Double unbleached 
yarns up to No. 17, 57,900 kiloge. (55,700 from England), 
against 77,700 in 1895. From No. 17 to No. 45, 4,591,700 kilogs. 
(4,428,000 from England), as against 4,335,500 in 1895; beyond 
No. 45, 3,734,000 kilogs. (3,665,300 from England), as against 
3,550,800 in 1895. 

The total imports of yarn to the end of October thus amounted 
to 17,854,400 kiloge. in 1896, as against 17,501,400 in 1895, 
showing a slight increase, due solely to the finer qualities produced 
hardly, if at all, in Germany, while for single yarns up to No. 45 
the amount imported in 1896 (first 10 months) was 6,119,100 
kilogs., as against 6,131,600 in 1895, a slight decrease. 

With regard to the increase of spinning mills during recent 
years, the following statistics may be quoted. The spindles in 
South Germany and Alsace numbered 3,769,336 at the close of 
1895, as compared with 3,260,343 in September 1893, or an 
increase of 15°6 per cent. in 2} years. North Germany possessed 
2,363,984, as against 2,069,534, an increase of 14°2 per cent., or 
on an average, in the whole of Germany, including Alsace, the 
number showed an increase of 15 per cent. in the same 2} years. 
On the other hand, the number of weaving looms in South 
Germany and Alsace increased from 72,334 in 1893 to 90,685 
in 1895, an increase of 25-3 per cent., and in North Germany from 
57,639 to 79,248, an increase of 37:5 per cent., the whole of 
Germany showing an average increase of 31 per cent. in the 2} 
years referred to. As to the additions to spinning mills, either 
realised or projected, which have been made during 1896 in 
North Germany, it is estimated that the increase, as compared 
with 1895, will be from 10 to 12 per cent., so that granting that 
these new establishments are at work to the end of 1897, which 
is not likely, the increase in the number of spindles, spread over 


- 4} years would show an average of 5:5 per cent. only. This is 


certainly above the average, but yet not great enough to mark 
as dangerous the extension of the spinning industry. Even if 
the weaving industry were not to develop in the same proportion 
as in recent years, the increase estimated for 1897-98 in the 
production of yarns would always find an outlet, supposing that 
the textile industry was maintained at its present level, as may 
be expected from the general economic situation, and always 
admitting that the new factories of the South do not yield a 
larger output than those of the North. 

This point of view is not shared by all parties interested, espe- 
cially by those engaged in the cotton industry of the Lower Rhine. 
There it is taken as established that the number of spindles has 
increased since 1887, that is in 10 years, by 100 per cent. in North 
and West Germany, including the Duchy of Oldenburg, and the 

vinces of Hanover, Westphalia, and the Rhine; from 843,600, 


-in fact, the number has increased to 1,745,000, This figure 


seems to be all the more extraordinary in that the present spindles 
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ield a production 50 per cent. higher thau the old ones. It is 

Fikewiee urged that this development is only in proportion to the 

demand ; that the German mills during the last two years have 
not been able to supply the home consumption, and that large 
amounts of English yarn have been imported of those numbers 
which can be produced in Germany. The demand for cotton 
yarns has doubtless been favoured in the last two years by the 
development of the textile industry, but it is certain that a period 
of reaction is at hand, and that it would be dangerous to invest 
millions in the increase of machinery which at present suffices for 
all wants, and which, were it developed in excess, would, through © 
over production, bring about a fall in prices and the ruin of the- 
investors. 

With all these contradictory opinions, it is doubtless difficult 
to arrive at an exact estimate of the situation, all the more so as - 
the spinning industry is scattered throughout different parts of 
Germany, and conditions vary from one part to another. At the 
same time it seems certain that the upward movement of this- 
branch of industry has attained its extreme limit of expansion: 
and should be checked under penalty of bringing about over- 
production and a fall in prices. This is a-forecast resulting from 
the actual situation of the cotton industry in Austria, Silesia, and 
Bavaria. In the first named country the report of the general 
meeting of the Cotton Industries Union dated 3rd June 1896, 
declared that the unsatisfactory condition of the spinning mills 
had become worse since business had declined in consequence of 
the breaking up of the “ ring” of American cottons ; spinners had ~ 
been already forced to sell their'stock at a loss, and the position of 
the weavers was still more precarious. 

In Silesia, the market is suffering from Austrian imports. 
Notwithstanding the duties, Austrian spinners have been selling 
their yarns in the industrial district of Reichenbach-Langen- 
bielau at prices which compete wit the German product. It is 
no doubt a case only of ordinary yarn lower than No. 16, the 
duties on the higher numbers being too great to admit of entering 
into competition. But the Austrian offers prove that these sales. 
are made at a loss; in the present lamentable condition of the 
spinning and textile industries it is impossible for the former to. 
get rid of its output and it prefers to place it in Germany at a 
oss than to still further lower the prices on the home market. 

In Saxony, according to recent reports, the cotton trade 
has been in a most unsatisfactory condition, and some manu- 
facturers aver that such a stagnation has not been known for 
years. The more important factories, in order to keep going, sell 
at any price and suffer heavy losses. 

In Bavaria, the output of the spinning mills was not expected 
to be much less in 1896 than in the preceding years, but as far as 
weaving is concerned, the bad situation of the last six months 
will have an influence on the dividends. Spinners have orders 
for six months, but weavers are not so well off aud are very eager 
to sell if they can do so at no great loss. 
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| | ‘ The French Consul, whose report it should be observed is dated 
} January last, goes on to say that the situation was more favour- 


able in the industries of Westphalia and the Rhine, 

In those districts, spinning mills have plenty of work to do and 
sales are satisfactory. But in the last two months of 1896, prices 
fell somewhat, in consequence, it is said, of the discussions in the 
press on the increase in the number of mills and the result which 

| such an increase may have on the industry as a whole. From 
q statistics furnished at the first general meeting of this year (1897) 
| of the Association of the United Sections of the Rhine and 
Westphalia, at Dusseldorf, at which three-fourths of the union 
q were represented, it appears that 26 establishments having an 
q annual production of 62,000,000 Ibs. of yarn had an average of 
| | orders extending over 27 weeks, and that the actual stocks 
i! represented an output of 8 days only. Under these conditione, 
| and in consequence of the actual state of the cotton market, the 
| association resolved to arrange the price of yarns in accord with 

| the value of the raw material, which had risen since the end of 
a December, and to increase it from 1 mark to 14 marks, reserving 
7 the right of raising in a marked degree the prices which they 
| considered had fallen without justifiable cause. 
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VI—NEW GERMAN EMIGRATION BILL, 


A despatch, dated 12th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank ©. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing copy of a Bill recently intro- 
duced into the Reichstag containing provisions for regulating 
German emigration to transoceanic countries. 

The following is a précis of the Bill referred to :— 

The first Section of the Bill, from sects. 1 to 11, deals with the 
qualifications of persons or companies who wish to engage as 
entrepreneurs in the conveyance of emigrants. 

§ 4 provides that individual foreigners or foreign companies, 
and German subjects who are established ‘abroad, can only obtain 


the necessary permil to convey emigrants from Germany if 

(a.) théy have appointed a German subject residing in Germany 
to be their legally responsible representative under a full power of 
attorney ; and if 

(b.) they submit themselves to German Law and to the German 
Courts in all legal disputes arising out of the conveyance of 
emigrants, 

§ 5 provides that emigration entrepreneurs must deposit a 
‘sum of at least 2,500/. as caution money, and must prove that they 
are in possession of suitable vessels for the purpose. 

The permission is granted for particular countries (§ 6), 
parts of such or places in them, and in the case of transoceanic 
-emigration for conveyance from a particular port in Germany. _ 

Permission for transoceanic conveyance, which involves trans- 
shipment in a foreign port, can only be granted with the consent 
-of the Federal Council (§ 7). 

The second Section deals with emigration agents, described as 
persons who make it their business to co-operate with the 
entrepreneurs contemplated in § 1, by preparing, negotiating, 
and concluding contracts for the conveyance of emigrants. 

The permission to act as an emigration agent can only be 
granted (§ 14) to German subjects who are established in the 
Administrative District of the authorities entitled to grant it, and 
who are empowered to act for an entrepreneur who has obtained 
-a permit to convey emigrants, He must make a deposit of at 
least '75/., and is not allowed to extend his operations beyond the 
district named in his permit, to work for entrepreneurs other 
than the one mentioned therein, or to carry on his business by 
branch or deputies, or by travelling from place to place 
(§§ 15—18). 

The third Section deals with the dis of the caution money 
and the books, registers, &c., to be kept by entrepreneurs and 


-agents, 

In the fourth section, § 23 provides than an entrepreneur 
can only convey emigrants on the basis of a written contract 
previously concluded. The negotiation of such contracts is 
prohibited : (a) with persons liable for military service ; (6) with 

B2 


q | 
} 
; | 


404 NEW GERMAN EMIGRATION BILL. [April 1897. 


persons against whom a warrant of arrest. has been issued by a 
court of justice or by the police ; (c) with German subjects whose 

age money is to be paid wholly or in part, or as an advance, 
or by colonial companies or similar 
undertakings. Exceptions to this last provision may be allowed 
by the Imperial Chancellor. 

The fifth Section (§§ 26—38) contains special ao 
for the conveyance of emigrants by sea to extra-European 
countries. 

According to— 

§ 26, contracts for the conveyance of emigrants must provide 
for their conveyance and maintenance up to the time of landing 
at the extra-European port of debarkation 

§ 27, the sale of tickets to emigrants for their further 
conveyance from the port of debarkation is prohibited, but this 
does not apply to contracts by which the entrepreneur agrees to 
convey them himself beyond that port ; 

§ 28, the entrepreneur is bound to provide sheiter and main- 
tenance to emigrants during delays not caused by their fault ; 

§ 29, if the delay exceeds one week the emigrant is entitled 
to withdraw from the contract and claim repayment of the passage 
money ; 

§ 30, repayment of the passage money can also be claimed, 
if before The sea voyage the emigrant, or a 
member of his family who is to accompany him, dies or is other- 
wise prevented from starting. ‘The same applies to payments to 
further conveyance under the second clause of § 27. If the 
emigrant withdraws from the contract for other reasons before the 
commencement of the voyage, he can claim repayment of one- 
half of the passage money. 

§ 31 provides that in case of delay caused by an accident 
to the ship the entrepreneur shall be responsible for the tem- 
porary shelter and maintenance of the emigrants, without further 

1yment. 

§ 33 that in order to guarantee the performance of his 
obligations under §§ 28-31, the entrepreneur may be called 
upon to ensure for a sum equal to 150 per cent. of the passage 
money or te deposit that amount. 

§ 35 that every emigrant ship shall be examined by Govern- 
ment officials as to its seaworthiness, arrangement, equip- 
ment, and provisioning. The Federal Council will issue special 
instructions as to the requirements in these respects and with 
regard to medical supervision (§ 37). 

§ 38 states that as.emigrant sbips in the sense of this law 
will be considered all vessels bound for extra-European ports 
which, besides saloon passengers, carry at least 25 travellers. 

The remaining Sections, VI—VIII., of the Bill deal with the 
authorities entrusted with the execution of the law, the conveyance 
of emigrants in German ships from foreign ports, and the penalties 
for infractions of the Emigration Law. 
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VIL—BRITISH TRADE IN FRANCE AND HOW TO 
PROMOTE IT. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. R. Stovin Warburton, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at La Rochelle, referring to a recent pro- 
posal of certain British Chambers of Commerce as to the 
desirability of appointing Commercial Travelling Consuls in 
foreign countries, states that many active and enterprising com- 
mercial men representing British firms in France are entirely 
opposed to the proposal. . 

Mr. Warburton goes on to say that there are two ways of 
doing business in France : one, and that which is most commonly 
adopted, is to write letters to Consuls, asking for the names and’ 
addresses of merchants in their districts dealing in some particular 
kind of goods. This information the Consul duly sends, often 
having to pay the postage himself. After this, circulars and 
ina ists are sent to the persons named, mostly in the English 
anguage, and the quotation given in English money, weights, 
and measures, which are not generally understood. 

It is absolutely necessary, as has peen stated by Consuls over 
and over again, to quote prices delivered on the spot, cost, freight, 


and duty included, but sont d are generally given only at the place 


of origin, or at some British seaport, with the result that they are 
scarcely ever looked at or lead to business. It is a system, how-- 
ever, which does not cost much in either trouble or money, and 
there cannot be any great logs even if it does no good. | 

On the other hand, there are a certain number of firms still 
doing some business in France, even in these bad times, but this 
has been built up gradually, and is only retained by constant 
personal care and attention to the wants of customers, who are 
regularly visited by their travellers, whose principal duty is (to 
quote the words used by one of the Chambers of Commerce in 
explaining what it would wish travelling Consuls to do) “to 
“ travel those countries and revisit this country at regular and 
“ frequent intervals, so as to place our manufacturers in direct - 
** touch with the countries which they have travelled.” 

This exactly describes the duty of a good commercial tra- 
veller, and what is done in many cases, with the difference that, 
instead of Consuls paid by the State, these firms employ private 

nts paid by themselves, and the way they look at the suggestion 

- of the Chamber of Commerce is that, while it “ be a very 
good arrangement for persons who do not want the trouble and 
expense of employing their own travellers, it would be a hardship 
on those who are doing so, if public money was used to enable 
the others to compete with them, and get into “ direct ” touch with 
countries which they have for many years been working at their 
own cost for themselves. 
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But if manufacturers imagine that they can do business in 
France by the aid of travelling or other Consuls, they cannot be- 
aware of the geat change which has come over that country during. 
the last few years. i 

Formerly when the import duties were lower, most of the 
articles of English make which were in demand could be imported 
much cheaper than they could be made in France, and many of 
them were not made at all there, so that there was no help for it. 
except to go and look for them; but now nearly every article 
that French traders want is made for them at home, and they say 
they do not see why they should bother to buy English goods. 
when they are daily solicited by French makers, offering prompter- 
delivery and equal eps 60 in price. When this is so no 
argument avails, and the French merchant drops the foreign- 
made article as soon as he can procure a substitute from his own 
countryman easily, and as he wants it, without being obliged to- 
keep a stock on hand. 

If a traveller from an English firm can give him the advan- 
tages of delivery at his place of business, as quickly and in the 
small quantities he requires at a lower price, he will no doubt. 
get the order, but not otherwise, and ‘this necessitates a house-- 
to-house canvass by a clever commercial traveller, knowing his 
business thoroughly, and able to tell to a fraction the price at 
which he can deliver his goods at his customer’s door, cost, duty, 
and freight included for even very = amounts. He may have 
orders for 50 towns and 50 orders for each one, and must be able- 
to group them all so as to reduce the cost of carriage from the 
United Kingdom to the port of entry ; he has then to know exactly 
what it will cost to distribute them from this port to the buyer's 
house, and if he makes the smallest miscalculation he will have a. 
logs instead of a profit. 

This is the only kind of placing in touch which is of any use 
now ; the men who can doit are few and far between, for they 
must have not only ability, but great experience, and knowledge of 
the whole country in which they travel,.and of one particular line- 
of business, and this ic as much as any single person can do if he 
devotes his whole time to it. 

It would be impossible to find a Consul able to do all this. 

British Consuls everywhere are only. too glad if they can do- 
anything to promote British trade, but except in reply to special 
enquiries, such assistance must consist principally of general indi- 
cations, which can be of little use if not: followed up by marufic- 
turers for themselyes.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1852.). 
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VIIIL—FOOD PRICES IN PARIS. 


A series of interesting articles has recently been appearing in 
the “ Journal de la Societé de Statistique de Paris” on the 
estimated cost of the principal articles of food and domastic 
consumption in Paris, 

The enquiry into prices Pe back as far as the middle ages, 
the cost of some articles of food in the early part of the 14th 
century being noted from records of the “ Hotel-Dieu” and other 
pane institutions, and from contemporary journals of private 

ouseholds. 

_ But, taking only the prices of the last 20 years (1875-1895), 
the fluctuations in the cost of the chief articles of domestic 
consumption have not been so very marked—the latter years, 
however, in almost every case, showing an upward tendency. 

Butchers’ meat in 1875 cost 66 centimes per } kilog. (about 
1 Ib. English), rose to 79 centimes in 1880, falling to 72 centimes 
in 1885, 70 centimes in 1890, and 60 centimes in 1892, but 
was again quoted at 70 centimes in 1895. 

Bread, per loaf of 2 kilogs.—equal to about the English quartern 
loaf—was sold at 72 centimesin 1875, 85 centimes in 1880, 
70 centimes in 1885, 80 centimes in 1890, 74 centimes in 1895; 
the variations in this case are pretty regular in the decennial 
periods. 

Wine (vin ordinaire) could be bought for 58 centimes per litre 
in 1875, but rose to 74 centimes in 1880, since when the price. 
has decreased to 65 centimes in 1885, 57 centimes in 1890, and 
47 centimes in 1895. 

According to the writer of the articles referred to, the price of 
eggs has doubled in the last hundred years. Ten eggs in 1880 
cost a franc, but in 1884 only 80 centimes; in 1885 the average 
price was 90 centimes, in 1890 85 centimes, and in 1895 
84 centimes for the same quantity. — 

The average cost of butter per } kilog. (about 4 Ib. English) is 
given at 79 centimes in 1875, and 84 centimes in 1880, since 
which time it has remained pretty steady at about 78 centimes. — 

Potatoes are the articles that show the greatest fluctuations in 
the periods referred to. In 1870 (the year of the war) the cost 
of 10 kilogs. of potatoes (about 22 lbs. English) is given a3 1 franc 
30 centimes. In 1875 the same quantity, however, could be 
bought for 60 centimea, and in 1880 the cost was 97 centimes; 
in 1881 the price fell slightly, but in the following year the cost © 
was again 1 franc 20 centimes—almost equal to that of the war 
year. In 1885 the average price for 10 kilogs. was 80 centimes, 
and this again fell to 60 centimes in 1890, but increased slizhtly . 
to 72 centimes in 1895. 
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TRADE OF PONDICHERRY AND KARIKAI, 


IX.—TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF PONDICHERRY 
AND KARIKAL. 


A communication, dated March 10 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Captain L. H. Hawkes, British Con- 
sular Agent at Pondicherry, forwarding a report on the trade 
industry, and navigation of the ports of Pondicherry and Karikal, 
a and copy of an extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of the French 
if possessions in India, containing report of the opening of the Conseil 
¥ Général in November last, on which occasion his Excellency the 
f Governor of the French Establishments is reported to have said :— 
( “Your session opens in the midst of difficulties, The com- 
y merce of our establishments is undergoing a most painful crisis, 
f and the failure of the crops is being felt in every class of society. 
t During the last ten years the statistics of our importations and 
exportations have shown a deplorable downward tendency. In 
1886, for the port of Pondicherry alone, the exports were valued 
at 24,345,000 frs., and the imports at 8,351,000 fre. In 1895 
the corresponding figures are: exports, 13,264,000 frs.; and im- 
ports, 8,351,000 fre. This downfall has been too rapid, and the - 
colony has received a vital blow.” 
Captain Hawkes, in his report continues: “For the year 1896 
the exports and imports have again decreased, almost 15 per 
‘cent. The seasons of late years have been bad for the ground- 
nut trade, but the principal cause for the serious downward 
tendency of business is the Government of India’s Tariff Act 
of 1894. This has had the effect of deflecting the ground-nut 
trade to Cuddalore and other English ports of the Coromandel 
coast. It has not acted disadvantageously to British shipping, 
but has increased the revenue of South Arcot by about 4 lacs of 
rupees. This is due to the majority of the ground-nut crop being 
grown on the English territory, and to the fact that the gunny 
bags arriving from Calcutta through French soil have to pay 
5 per cent. duty, whereas such duty is not levied if they arrive 
through an Indian port. Various schemes have been put forward 
to remedy this state of affairs, and the one most in favour of the 
Government and Chamber of Commerce is to apply the Indian 
tariff to the French ports, and, as a ‘quid pro quo’ for certain 
indemnities paid to the Government of India, to ask for free 
transit by land. It is hardly probable that the Government of 
India will accede to this proposal. The amount of British trade 
with the French establishments in India is very inconsiderable, 
Most of the carrying trade, both coasting and to Europe, is, 
however, in the hands of British firms. 
“There appears to be no market for British manufactures. 
‘ The lines of steamships calling regularly at the ports of Pondi- 
cherry and Karikal are the E rench Messageries Maritimes, 
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British India Steam Navigation Company, Limited, and the 
Asiatic. The Clan and City lines send steamers, when such are 
chartered, for the ground-nut trade. The ‘ British India’ control 
nearly all the coasting trade. Both Pondicherry and Karikal 
are open roadsteads, embarkation and disembarkation being effected 
by massulah boats. Freights are the same as from Madras and 

alcutta. Thereis a te local trade carried on by Indian sailing 
ships. According to the census of 1891 the total population of 
the French establishments in India is 283,053 of all classes, of 
which Pondicherry has 180,468, and Karikal, 60,620. 

“The chief industry of the colony is agriculture. ‘There are 
three steam cotton mills, and no other manufactures, and there 
are no mines or mining industries. The average rates of wages 
are; ryots, 6 annas; and coolies, 8 annas. 

“The health of Pondicherry and Karikal is very good. The 
death rate is lower than any other parts of India. 

“Two railway schemes are in progress. One continues the 
Southern Indian Railway line from Pondicherry to Cuddalore, 
and will be of great assistance for the local ground-nut trade, 
but will cost the colony 2,225,000 frs. for 12 miles of rail. 
Three bridges have to be built, and this line cannot be expected 
to be remunerative to the colony for at least 30 or 40 years after 
its construction. 

“ The second line, which will be completed this year, is from 
Karikal to Peralam, also a branch of the Southern Indian Railway. 
This line will not be eo expensive to make, and has every chanve 
of soon paying its way. In connection with it, there is a scheme 
for making a harbour at Karika]. The Arslar river at Karikal is to 
have the northern shore embanked and a pier built. The railway 
will run to this pier, and merchandise will be shipped by massulah 
boats to the ships, which will lie off the mouth of the river. The 
Peralam-Karikal Railway will save a very large elbow, which has 
now to be traversed vid Negapatam to reach the latter town.” 
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X.—COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE 
IN ITALY. 


In an exhaustive report to the Foreign Office by Mr. E. Fitz- 
gerald Law (Miscellaneous Series, No. 417), on the economic and 
financial situation in Italy, much stress is laid on foreign competi- 
tion with British trade in that couutry, and tables are given 
which show the result of such competition in the more important 
articles of Italian consumption. 

It appears from a study of these tables that there has been 
a decided loss to British trade in the imports of manufactured 
articles during the last 10 years. Part of the loss in total 
value of imports is due to the oe fall in prices during 
the period, and part to the devolopment of Italian industries 
having diminished the demand for foreign manufactures, but. 
these causes of decrease in total values do not account for the. 
increase of German trade at the expense of British, which 
is noticeable in many directions, and particularly in some of the 
more important classes of worked iron and steel, and chemicals. 
Other causes must be sought, and certainly exist, though, appa- 
rently, they are of so complex a nature, that there is some risk of 
error in attempting to define them on broad, general lines. 

As the result of careful enquiries it may be suggested that the 
following are among the more important factors favouring Ger- 
man competition: zeal in seeking orders, readiness to conform to. 
the wishes of customers in questions of quality, dimensions, 
- appearance, and packing ; offering quotations in Italian currency, 
the seller taking the risk of exchange; quoting for delivery at. 
the place of consumption, all charges, including duty, paid ;. 
systematic inquiry concerning the commercial standing of all 
likely buyers, so that credits are given with fair security ; 
rapidity and certainty in date of delivery; and, finally, lowness of 
quotations. 

As regards zeal in taking orders, reference must be made to 
the well-worn subject of the ubiquity of the German commercial 
traveller, and the absence of any English rivals, but warning 
should be added as to the imprudence of sending out travellers 
who are not specially qualified for transacting business in the 
countries they are visiting. The address necessary to please cus-. 
tomers, even when accompanied by knowledge of language, is 
insufficient, without further qualifications. It is essential to 
understand the habits and ways of thought of foreign nations, . 
and-still more, to establish those intimate permanent relations in 
each important centre, through which alone proper information 
as to credits can be obtained, and without which undesirable 
orders are booked, and payments fail, to the great discourage-. 
ment of the British exporter. Nothing can be more dangerous 
than the ambition of a young traveller to distinguish himself on 
his first tour in a new district, by the number of ordera booked. 
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If a traveller possessing proper qualifications cannot be foun1,. 
and the business is not sufficiently important to bear the expense 
of giving an intelligent young man the necessary opportunity of 
qualifying himself, the best course would be to appoint a trust- 
worthy local agent. Such agents can generally be found, but 
they are hardly likely to be found in the course of the very 
hurried visits which often seem t9 be considered sufficient for the 
arrangement of important business connections. In the north of 
Italy, it would generally be possible to find a capable and reliable 
Italian, fitted to undertake an agency, but in the south, where 


business habits are less developed, it would be more difficult, and 
in all parts of the country, resident Englishmen, where they can 
be found, would, a3 a rule, prove the best agents for English 
houses. 

It will probably take considerable time to form a numerous 
class of English commercial travellers, having the necessary 
qualifications for promoting sound business in foreign centres, 
and meanwhile, the requirements of the comparatively few 
capable men are so high, that few houses are inclined to accept. 
them ; this difficulty might, perhaps, be met, to a certain extent, 
by combinations among firms, engaged in different lines of 
business, but desirous of pushing their trade in the same foreign 
markets, and, with the view of assisting such combinations, 
English chambers of commerce might interest themselves, and 
might undertake on a small scale, a sort of registry office for 
commercial travellers, noting their qualifications, and recommend- 
ing their services, where suitable to the demands of inquirers, 
German travellers are generally the representatives of several 
houses in kindred, though different lines, and thus they secure 
satisfactory remuneration, without too heavy a tax being imposed 
on their principals. : 

With regard to readiness to conform to the wishes of custo ners,. 
it is to be feared that long periods of prosperity have had a 
tendency to incline the managers of English manufacturing 
businesses to the idea that the duty of an agent or traveller is to 
sell the particular class of article which they are accustomed to. 
produce, and which, in itself, they know to be good. In view 
of the competition and requirements of the present day, this 
would appear to be an entirely wrong view of the situation. The. 
manufacturer must rather endeavour to meet the demands of 
customers, whatever they may be, in such a manner as to secure 
a profit for himself, and if his ingenuity, or patience, fail to find 
the required profit, he may, as a rule, rest assured that some com- 
petitor will step in, and will succeed where he has failed. To 
this, it may be objected that the demands of customers are 
whimsical and absurd, but good customers are experienced in their 
own business, and are not likely to make absurd demands, and if 
they should be inclined to do so, = ae sale ayents would 
certainly check them, and consequently the demand made on the 
manufacturer is generally perfectly reasonable. 

England was probably the first country to appreciate and 
manufacture quot agricultural machines, and the deserved 
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reputation of English agriculturists was such, that enterprising 
foreign landowners naturally looked, in the first instance, to 
England to supply them with agricultural machinery. To-day, 
however, with the important exception of portable engines and 
steam threshers, England has practically lost the trade in such 
machinery. Reaping and mowmg machines, and hay rakes, are 
almost universally of American manufacture, whilst ploughs, drills, 
and other small machines are generally of German or Swedish 
origin. And the reason of the change is not farto seek. In 
England horses are strong and can drag heavy machinery, 
and farmers are prepared to pay good prices for highly finished 
strong machines, solidity being specially appreciated, and weight, 
within certain limits, being immaterial. On the Continent, 
speaking generally, horses are smaller than in England, and 
weight is a very important condition, whilst rea] finish is not 
fully appreciated, and lowness of prime cost is all important. 
American, German, and Swedish agricultural machinery may not 
always be of as good material or as well finished as English, but 
it satisfies ordinary foreign requirements, in the more important 
conditions of weight and price, and consequently it drives English 
rivals out of the market. 

Machine tools constitute another class of exports in which 
British manufacturers appear to be losing ground through avoid- 
able causes.’ In connection with this, Mr. Law writes as follows : 
—TI recently had the opportunity of visiting one of the most 

important and successful mechanical works in Italy, and noting 

the country of origin of the very large collection of tools of 
all kinds. The proprietor is a man of marked intelligence, 
and I am convinced, quite unprejudiced and only desirous of 
obtaining the best machinery, and I was, therefore, much 
disappointed on observing the comparatively small number of 
tools of English make in the shop, and further at the fact that 

a considerable number of the English tools bore the name of 
‘ commission houses, and not those of well-known makers. The 

latter circumstance would appear to indicate that the good 

English makers have taken no trouble to push their trade in 

this country and had allowed commission houses to take the 

orders, the latter generally supplying tools from second class 
makers, who are glad enough to effect sales under any co::dition. 

But, besides noting such want of push, on the part of the best 

English tool makers, I learned that, in the opinion of the 

manager, English tools were generally made according to old 

models, whilst more improvements were found in the machines 

offered by other countries, and that the very best tools of the 

more complicated types were now being offered from the United 
“ States, and were necessarily accepted in spite of their compara- 
« tively high price.” 

Passing to the question of the form in which quotations are 
made, though apparently a small matter, the importance of this 
cannot be too strongly urged. In view of the fact that foreign 
competitors nearly always quote prices in Italian lire, it is almost 


useless to quote now in pounds sterling, and where questions of 
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weight or measure are involved, it is equally useless to-quote 
otherwise than according to the metrical system which is alone 
generally understood. It is not a question of preference for ary 
one system of weights or measure, as compared with another, it 
is purely a matter of offering facilities to the buyer, who rarely 
understands the English system. Equally important is the 
question of Pte prices for the delivery at the place of con- 
sumption or, at least, at some important centre within easy 
distance, The giving of such quotations necessarily puts on the’ 
seller the onus of making all arrangements for carriage, customs 
clearance, &., and it may be admitted that for a single order, 
this means an amount of trouble and of possible risk which the 
seller might reasonably hesitate in accepting. But it must be 
remembered that a first order may lead to others, and that with 
each succeeding order the difficulties and risks diminish, and 
further, that whatever these difficulties and risks may be, foreign 
exporters have found the means of safely undertaking them and 
of thus stimulating their trade. 

_ Where there is an agent established abroad this question of 
quotations for delivery is greatly simplified, but in the absence 
of an agent the difficulties of accurately calculating a through rate, 
including sea freight and railway carriage on the Continent, and 
of finding a satisfactory customs clearing agent, are ve t 
for an English house executing an isolated order. A Belgian 
or German house is generally in a much better position, for, at 
the nearest railway station, reliable quotations can be obtained for 
carriage to nearly all important business centres in Italy, and it 
only remains to provide for cheap and expeditious customs 
clearance. A solution of the difficulty would be 
probably found if English shipowners would interest themselves, 
and would make the necessary arrangements for the quotation of 
through rates including railway carriage, and would further offer 
to undertake customs clearance according to fixed tariffs. The 
owners of ships frequenting foreign ports must necessarily have 
agents at those ports, and through these agents the necessary 
arrangements could be made, British goods can now, as regards 
cost of carriage, be delivered much cheaper to Milan, vid Genoa, 
than German or Belgian goods can be delivered by rail, but it 
remains to make the most of this advantage, and there can be 
little doubt that the Italian railway companies would give all 
possible facilities, seeing that the German and Belgian goods 
only traverse some 52 kiloms. of Italian railway from the frontier 
to Milan, whilst the distance from Genoa to Milan is 171 kiloms. ° 

‘The next point is the giving of credits, which Germans cer- 
tainly frequently give with advantage, whilst,on the contrary, itis to 
be feared that many English firms have lost heavily by injudicious 
credits. The advantagef the Germans in this respect is probably 
due to their possessing better information about their customers, 
and such superior information is obtained either by good travellers 
continually visiting the same centres, or by the appointment of 
trustworthy local agents. British traders sometimes apply by 
letter to British Consuls, asking for informat‘on as to credits, 
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* but it will be admitted that this is putting a Consul in a difficult 
position. No man, and certainly no Government official, has the 
ight to take away the credit of a business house, in a letter 
addressed to people of whom he perhaps never heard until they 
addressed him on the delicate subject of commercial credits. 
When the representative of a respectable English firm has fre- 
quently visited the same district, it may be possible for him to 
impress the resident Consular officer with sufficient confidence in 
his discretion to justify the Consul in giving confidential hints as 
‘to what he believes to be the commercial standing of resident 
‘buyere. But this seems to me to be a matter which should be 
accepted as entirely in the discretion of the Consul, and one in 
which he must be most careful not to risk making enemies in a 
place where it is an important duty to cultivate good relations 
with his foreign neighbours, 

Great complaints are made concerning the slowness, and, still 
worse, the want of certainty in the date of delivery of goods. 
ordered in England. In this matter Continental exporters have 
considerable natural advantages over their English competitors, 
for goods despatched by rail not only arrive quicker than those 
which have to wait for a ship, and then make along voyage; but 
the date of delivery by rail can be calculated with an exactitude 
which despatch by sea does not admit. Still, even in this respect, 
there is a possibility of considerable improvement in Englieh 
methods, at least as regards supplying the important markets of 
Northern Italy. A statement of a simple fact will show the 
direction in which such improvements might be effected. Some 
of the large agricultural machine makers in the United States 
established depots of their machines in Liverpool, for the purpose 


-of more rapidly meeting the demands of Continental buyers, but 


the English shipping trade not being organised to secure prompt 
‘delivery on fixed dates, machines are shipped direct from America 
when certain date of delivery is indispersable. It is said that 
there is no line of British steamers with sailings from Liv 1 
on fixed recurrent dates and arrivals at Genoa on corresponding 
dates, whilst the North German Lloyd line offers a very fast 
service, insuring certain and frequent dates both for departure 
from New York and for arrival in Genoa; and, moreover, the 
freights from New York are only 1/. and 5 per cent., as against 
15s. and 5 per cent. charged from Liverpool. With such facilities 
for traders, it is not astonishing that these German steamers are 
reported as doing very good business, and getting full cargees 
whilst English shipowners complain. 
As regards lowness of quotations, in many important branches 
_ of trade in which England formerly excelled, German competitors 
now offer their goods considerably under English prices, and that 
notwithstanding the fact that the cost of carriage from England 
to-the chief markets of Northern Italy is far lower than from the 
industrial centres of Belgium and Northern Germany. Any 
explanation of this fact must be found by English manutacturing 
experts. 
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XI—THE ITALIAN BICYCLE TRADE.* 


(From an American point of view.) 


The district round Venice and the neighbouring towns is 
‘covered with a network of highways that offer marked advantages 
to the cyclist ; they are magnificently built macadamized roads, 
tended with the utmost care, so that they are at all times in a 
remarkably favourable condition, despite the various ehanges in 
the weather. 

“The sport of cycling has profited by these many natural 
advantages, and its enthusiastic votaries are found in large and 
increasing numbers in all the provinces of this district, that is, 
Venice, Padua, Treviso, Rovigo, Belluno, Udine, Verona, and 
Mantua, and there exist at present about sixty establishments for 
‘the sale and hire of bicycles. 

There are in this district twenty odd clubs or associations, all 
for the advancement of the sport, besides the Touring Club, 
so called, and the Unione Velocipedistica Italiana, both largely 
represented in this region, and it may be stated that there are 
approximately something like ten thousand bicycles in use at 
present. 

There are in the province of Venice three establishments for 
the manufacture of bicycles, but relatively of small importance. 

In the entire Kingdom of Italy there are ten bicycle factories, 
the two most noted and most patronized being Prinetti and 
— and Orio and Marchand, both houses established at 

lan. 

Italian factories turn out very fair work, but they are lacking 
‘in several important elements: first, the material used in con- 
struction ; second, lack of necessary capital; third, the want of 
confidence on the part of the buyer. The material used comes 
in the main from abroad; hence an increase in cost, due to 
transportation and customs duty. 

With the exception of one or two principal factories, there is 
great scarcity of capital, and, in consequence, it is extremely 
difficult to start a large, well-equipped factory and keep it in 
running order. 

Finally, there seems to be a want of faith on the part of the 
| 9 9" in supporting a national industry of this sort, owing to the 

et that the production of such establishments is extremely 
-variable, and the name of a manufactory does not always guarantee 
the quality of the work produced. 

In the matter of price, the Italian machine ranges from 
16/. to 201., and compares favourably with that made abroad, 
It may be noted, however, that it is slightly heavier (from 


* Based on a report of Mr. H, A. Johnson, United States Consul at Venice, 
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4 to 6 lbs.) than the English bicycle. At the same time, 
it must be remembered that the Italian peninsula is, in large part, 
mountainous, and for general use it is not a disadvantage to 
employ a machine slightly heavier and more ‘solidly constructed 
than those destined to be used in cities and level country. It 
may be roughly stated that about four-fifths of the bicycles used 
in Italy are of foreign make, being chiefly English or German, 
the former excelling in finish and the latter being superior in 
strength and solidity. The prices of these machines range from 
12/. to 261, the general opinion among wheelmen, however, being 
that a good machine cannot be had for less than 18/. 

As yet, in Italy, women have not taken very enthusiastically 
to bicycling, but the interest taken by them is daily increasing, 
especially those who aspire to a position in the fashionable wor, 
as it seems to be considered quite the proper thing, and in 
excellent “form” for a woman of a “smart set” to be an expert 
bicyclist. With Italian women in general, there seems to be a 
strong, deep-seated, traditional prejudice against all forms of 
athletic sports, and it will be some time before that prejudice can 
be done away with ; but it is undoubtedly a fact that the bicycle 
has been a most active agent in encouraging them to abandon 
such prejudices and to take up athletic sports in the interests of 
their physical well-being as well as for their diversion. It may 
be stated approximately that at present, in Italy, only 5 per cent. 
of the people using bicycles are women, 

It may be suggested for the Italian trade that three different 
classes of bicycles be made—first, a machine very highly finished, 
with nickeled and gilded mountings, something which should be 
very showy and which would retail for not more than 600 fre. 
(24/.) ; second, a good machine, less elaborate, but well finished, 
that would sell for not more than 450 frs. (18/.) ; third, a simple 
‘but strong machine, what might be called a popular type, that 
could be purchased for 300 frs. (12/); these prices, of course, 


being the retail cost in Italy. 


To diminish the expenses of the Custom-house duties it would 
be a good plan to establish a workshop in northern Italy for 
putting the parts together, or mounting the bicycle, as it is called, 
its component parts being shipped unmounted. This suggestion 
is well worth the consideration of foreign manufacturers, as by 
sending the machines over unmounted, the Customs duty is — 
reduced toa minimum. Skilled labour, it may be added, costs, 
comparatively speaking, about one-fourth of what it does in the 
States. 

It would be well to open a general agency in Milan, the com- 
mercial capital of Italy (where active and energetic agents could 
be found acqainted with the American methods of doing business), 
and sub-agencies in the various cities and towns throughout the 
kingdom. 

ese agencies and sub-agencies might be obliged by contract 
to buy a stated number of bicycles yearly, the number being pro- 
portionate in a measure to the inhabitants of the place—that is, 
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in the principal cities and larger towns. In the smaller country 
villages very good agents could be found among the municipal 
secretaries and teachers of the communal schools, who, as a rule, 
are enthusiastic cyclists. For the promise of a bicycle for a 
given number of sales effected. they would probably be very ready 

to act as agents, 

The sending out of a travelling inspector would be highly 
advantageous, a man who could be presented in the various clubs, 
who could become acquainted with journalists, and who would go 
about the country stopping at the principal centres of cycling, 
become acquainted with » tran chiefly interested in the sport, 
organize bicycle trips, and exercise his ingenuity in every way 
that would tend to keep up a lively interest in the sport. It 
would require rather a judicious selection to hit on just the right 
man, who ought to be a person of good education and more or 
less reputation in the sporting world, and it would be well to leave 
to him the appointing of the great majority of agents and the 
Sr management of more important advertising. It would be 

ighly desirable to allow a large commission to dealers selling 

bicycles and to advertise on a large scale, a thing which, as yet, 
has not been done in Italy, and to offer special facilities to the 
members of the two large clubs—the Touring Club and the 
Unione Velocipedistica. 

It might be also further suggested that all advertising matter 
in the be of books or pamphlets be printed in the Italian 
language, or at least in French, because the sending over of 
advertising matter in the English language is a sheer waste of 
time and money. 

As to the method of payment, it is altogether out of the 
question to demand that purchasers in Jtaly send cash with the 
order. No commercial house in Italy transacts its business in 
that way, and those desiring to introduce their merchandise into 
Italy must show a disposition to conform in a measure to the 
commercial usages and customs of the country. 

It has been suggested that American houses should make a 
deposit of their wares in Italy, each article to be paid for upon its 
being sold; and this method might prove satisfactory, as there 
could be various plans invented for guaranteeing the deposit 
and preventing frauds in the case of unscrupulous dealers. 
This disposition to abide by the commercial laws and customs of 
the country and to study the wants of the buyers is the element 
which goes tar toward giving that large amount of success which 
the German exporter enjoys in comparison with his American 
rival, and until Americans adopt a similar plan the advantage will 
always remain with their competitors. 
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XIL— THE SPANISH CUSTOMS TARIFF AND, THE 
TEXTILE INDUSTRY. 


A report which has been received at the Foreign Office from 

Sir G.oF . Bonham, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Embassy. at 

- Madrid, states’ that in an analysis recently published of the 
Custom-house statistics of the last six years respecting the textile 
industries im Spain, the etisets of the Customs tariff of 1892.are 
given ‘in great detail. 

comparison is between’ the. period of years 
immediately preceding the: introduction of that tariff and those 
since it has | been in force. 

First, as regards raw material, The duties on cotton, hemp, 
wool, silk, and jute were increased very considerably, i.c., from 
25 to 50 per cent. as regards cotton, and as much as 400 per cent. 
as regards jute; the first result was an increase of revenue. 

' As regards the imports, those raw materials which cannut be 
produced in’ Spain were imperted in large quantities. To take ‘a 
few instances, raw cotton, the average importation of which in 
1889-91 was 58,000 tons, increased to 66,600 tons in 1893-95, 
and the increase in jute and: manilla hemp was even larger. 
There’ was an increase inthe imports of carded wool from an 
average'of 475 tons to: 1/757 tons.' In unwashed wool, as well as 
in some other kinds, there was a decrease which may be accounted 
for partly by diminished consumption, partly from increased use 
of native grown wool. The statistics for 1896, which, however, 
are subject to’ rectification, give, as has been shown, a, perfectly 
different result, showing a marked decrease in-every description 
of raw material, the inevitable deduction being that, notwithstand- 
ing the great advantages it enjoys, the textile i is 

As regards manufactured textile goods, in which class the-tariff 
of 1892 increased the duties to an extent averaging about150 
per cent., the result:from a fiscal point of view has been»satisfac- 

tory; the results ‘having: risen’ from an average. of 400 
pesetas (482,616/.) to 14,314,631 pesetas (572,584/.). 

When the ‘tables of: quantities, however, are examined, ‘the 
unwelcome fact is disclosed that as regards cotton there has been 
a marked decrease under every head of the tariff since its. revision ; 
the most striking instance being in the description of goods known 
as close-woven tissues, plain; unbleached, &c., ‘up threads. 
In the years 1889-91, the average imports of these goods 
amounted to 997 tons, but during the years 1893-95 diminished 
to 209 tons. Printed goods : and tulles formed the only exception 
to the general diminution in the classes of cotton textiles, and the 
statistics for 1896 show a further diminution on the imports of 
the class. 
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The same downward tendency as regards imports is shown 
with regard to textiles of hemp, linen, jute, &e., but the imports 
of this class appear not to have varied to any appreciable extent 
during 1896. 

The statistics relating to woollen textiles give a similar result. 
The importation ,of.carpets diminished from 462 tons to 247 
tons; felts from 204 tons to 69 tons; cloths, and other tissues 
of pure wool, diminished from 326 tons to 97 tons. 

Tn this class the returns for 1896 show a further diminution 
below the low average of the preceding three years. == = 

The class of silk textiles is the only one in which the imports 
since the increase of duties remain at about the same level as 
during the previous period, and it is noteworthy that in some 
materials, such as plain or twilled silks, and silks with’ an 
admixture of cotton, there has been an increased importation — 
notwithstanding a large increase of duty. ® 

As regards this class also there has not been any decrease 

The results of the investigation, of which the foregoing is a 
brief summary, are as follows :— 

1, That there was an increased importation of raw materials 
after the new tariff came into force until 1895; and that this 
upward movement has not continued during 1896. 

2. That there has been a’ very perceptible decrease in the 
imports of foreign textiles. 

3. That there has been an increase in the total duties levied, 
both on raw materials and on textiles, which is stated to be partly 
due to increased strictness on the part of Custom-house officials. 

Notwithstanding the advantages thus gained by the Exchequer 
and the manufacturers at the expense of the consumer and trade 
generally, this important branch of commerce is held to be in a 
less eos state than formerly.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1851.) #3 
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XIIL—THE COMMERCIAL MUSEUM OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Board of the Philadelphia Museum is, according to the 
“ Manufacturer,” making every effort to increase its membershi 
as much as possible before the annual meeting, which is to be hel 
in that city in June. ‘The board, as it is now organised, has 
representatives from 33 States of the Union, and nearly all of the 
Central and South American republics. Returns received to date 
indicate that the attendance at the coming session will be very 
full and very widely representative. 

Within the past few days two important Chambers of Commerce 
have appointed delegates. The Sociedad de Fomento Fabril, of 
Santiago, has appointed six delegates, including an ex-President 
of Chile. The Chamber of Commerce in Georgetown, British 
Guiana, has also decided to accept the invitation of the museum, 
and has appointed as its delegates its president, Hon. Archibald 


Weber, and its secretary, P. Wyatt, Esq., both of Georgetown. 

A few months ago the Museum sent out to the various countries 
reached by its work, circulars,in which it offered to make scientific 
tests of any class of raw materials that might be forwarded to it. 
Among the most interesting of the materials which have arrived 
is a consignment of pita. This came from Mexico Pita is a 
heavy vegetable fibre, and promises to become quite extensively 
used in certain lines of manufacture, being especially adapted for 
the production of mattings and articles of a similar kind. 

The scope of the work now being done by the Bureau of Infor- 
mation of the Museum is constantly extending. Letters are 
continually being received, it is said, not only from manufacturers 
and exporters all over the country asking for information concern- 
ing foreign markets, but also from those of other countries desiring 
to ship goods to America and to receive goods in return. 
The National Association of Paper Manufacturers recently sent 
to the musevin for information concerning the possibilities of 
developing a market for American newspaper in the South 
American republics. The Bureau, through the members of the 
advisory hoard in those countries, is now investigating the matter 
so thoroughly that before long they will, it is said, be able to 
report to the association the kinds of paper used by every journal 
of any size in South America, together with Customs duties, 
prices in the various markets, and freight rates on each. The 
results of this investigation, so far as it has already proceeded, 
indicate that American paper of this class, if once properly 
introduced, would find in South America a profitable market. 

Another example of the work this Bureau is donig, is the help 
it has rendered to a firm in the Island of Sicily, which wrote to 
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the Museum asking for the names of firms in America able to 
furnish a certain grade of leather. This, heretofore, had been 
supplied to the island almost exclusively by Germany and France. 
The Bureau, by sending requests for the desired information to 
the members of the Museum’s advisory board in the various States, 
has been able to put the prospective customers into direct com- 
= with some of the best American manufacturers of 
eather. 


XIV.—OVER-CAPITALISED AND UNSOUND 
MINING SCHEMES IN CALIFORNIA 


The attention of the Foreign Office has recently been called to 
over-capitalised and unsound mining schemes in the State of 
California, U.S.A., it being stated that attempts have been made 
to place on the English market over-capitalised or worthless 
mining properties in the State. 

Numerous articles have of late appeared in a prominent weekly 
journal published at San Francisco, which devotes much space 


to the issue of warnings respecting both mining and farmi 
properties, in which it is stated that an army of men in search o' 
Californian mines may be expected to invade the State during 
the current year. This belief is established beyond doubt in the 
minds of many by the millions which have been changing hands 
daily of late in mining transactions. In order to facilitate 
matters, new mining companies are now being incorporated at a 
rate which is astonishing. The incorporators represent all classes, 
and the so-called promoters of mining sales in all the leading 
markets of the old and new worlds are alive to the situation. 
Voluminous correspondence goes on between them, the cbjective 
point in all cases being to provide alluring bait for the trap set 
for the unwary investor. In view, therefore, of the vast number 
of irresponsible persons attached to the business temporarily, it 
would be wise for the owners of valuable mines to be careful with 
whom they deal if they intend to take advantage of the opportunities 
offering in the market. 

The State mineralogist of California, Mr. J. J. Crawford, has 
notified that his department, the State Mining Bureau, will at all 
times be ready to answer all reasonable inquiries that may be 
addressed to it in reference to the mineral resources of the State, 


and to give, so far as it possesses them, the particulars of any 
individual mines. 


ai 
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XV._NICARAGUAN PORTS AND THE NICARAGUA 
CANAL. 


When the projected canal connecting the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans vid the Lake of Nicaragua shall be completed and avail- 
able for the largest vessels, it is more than probable that some of 
the minor ports and at present insignificant places of the central 
American Republics, especially of Nicaragua, will quickly spring 
into places of importance, the centres of trade as varied and as 
agen as that of ports with analogous positions in the old 
world, 

Nature seems to have partly provided a route through Nicar- 
agua vid the River San Juan and Lake Nicaragua, by which the 
canal should pass—a route by which not much more than 30 miles 
of artificial canal would have to be made, the rest of the waterway 
being formed by the River San Juan and the Lake Nicaragua 
itself, and the total length being about 170 miles. 

‘Such a-canal, it has long been recognised, would be of incal- 
culable value in promoting the trade of Europe with the western 
coasts of both the Northern and Southern American Continents and 
New Zealand—trade which at present must either be transhipped 
and conveyed across the continent of North America by one of the 
great Pacific railway systems, or similarly carried by.one of the 
railways over the isthmuses of Tchuantepec and Panama respec- 
tively. 

Goods from London or. Liverpool to Auckland (New Zealand) 
have the choice of several routes, viz.: wid the Cape of Good 
Hope (14,380 miles), vid the Suez Canal (12,670 miles), vid the 
Isthmus of Panama (11,350 miles), or vid the Isthmus of Tchuan- 
tepec (11,320 miles). The distance. to be traversed when the 
ne Nicaraguan Canal! shall be in working order may be set 

wn approximately as the same as the Panama route, but in that 
case there would be no necessity, of course, for transhipment on to 
the railway, involving extra charges and delay. From 2,000 to 
6,000 miles would be saved by vessels using the canal route from 
England to various ports in Western America in preference to 
that round Cape Horn. 

In June, 1890, the work of excavation was begun. . The plans 
called for.a sailing course rather less than 170 miles from Grey- 
town (also called San Juan del Norte) on the Atlantic seaboard to 
Brita om the Pacific Ocean. The Lake of Nicaragua, which is 
now navigable for merchant vessels and warships of the largest 
size, and which is the most considerable lake in depth and areu on 
the North American Continent south of Lake Michigan, is the 
main feature ofthis route. With this lake as a basis, the canal 
was projected east and west; in one direction 17 miles to the 
Pacific Ocean, and in the other direction 96 miles to the Atlantic 
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Ocean. The route would trayersé'the lake itself for 564, miles» 
part of the course upon which little. expenditure would be needed 
except for some dredging and rock-blasting. Going west,the 
course will run through the Tola Basin—a. reservoir into, which 
various streams will be made to empty—and the descent. will Le 
effected by three locks to the harbour at Brita. Goiag east from 
the lake there is a much greater distance. tobe traversed... For 
644 miles of the route, however, the ships may pass through the 
‘San Juan River, which has its source in the lake, and which, flows 
into the Atlantic several miles south of Greytown... ‘Some 

ineers proposed that the canal’ should follow this stream 
' to the Atlantic, but there are many objections to this, and the 
plan has now been abandoned... .. 
The San Juan River, according to the best surveys, is to. be 
followed only so far as a great artificial dam, called. the Ochoa 
Dam, when it will traverse the valleys of some tributary streams, 
which, in some places, will be filled with water and converted into 
large basins. The ships will descend on. the Atlantic, as.on the 
Pacific, side by three locks, the eanal finding its eastern terminus 
at Greytown. The canal. has but one level for a.distance’ of 

154 miles, that is the level of the lake, andit only leaves this on 
oné side at a point 24. miles from. the Pacific, and on the, other 
side 12% miles from the Atlantic. ‘This plan is such that it.ealls 
for the excavation of a fraction less than 27 miles, of canal,.while 
the rest of the, course will be sailed through the Jake, the river 

The Nicaragua: Construction Company kept up the work. from 

1890 until 1893, since which time lack..of; funds.bave. preyented.a 
further prosecutionof the works 
« In February, 1895, the Senate of the United States introduced 
Bill making a guarantee to the Canal Company, but it did net 
~~ the House, and now, it is.stated,that the friends-of the canal 

ve been busy in the Senate trying again to secure approval for a 

The “Manufacturer”, (Philadelphia) puts . strongly...the 
American point of viewias to the necessity of the canal, stating 
that the Hon. John Barrett, United States Minister to'Siam, in a 
recent letter from Bangkok, spoke earnestly in behalf of the early 
construction of the Nicaragua Canal...Heisaid:— | 

“T hope the next session of Congress. may, lend. its, powerful 
hand to facilitate ‘ultimate American controi the Pacifid and 
trans-Pacifio commerce, by taking de¢isive steps. toward .the 
onstruction of the Nicaragua Canal. We.can never expect to 
occupy. the ,position.we should in. the Pacific. without the canal. 
Its non-construction will mean that we shall not only. never become 
the. dominant power of the Pacific seas, but that we shall be far 
behind. Japan, Great Britain, Russia, France,.and China. .-,. 

_ “ Were the canal open, the exports of New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Baltimore, and New Orleans,would an. equality 
with: those of.London, Hamburg, and. Lyons, beyond Singapore 
and in;, Western) (and South+Western/ Australia, and have. an 
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advantage north of Hong Kong, in Eastern Australia, New 
Zealand, and all the numerous island groups of the Pacific.” 

Such being the acknowledged necessity for and advantages of 
the Nicaragua Canal, and the route having been practically 
decided on, the works, indeed, being in hand, what are the ports 
on the Atlantic and Pacific seaboards where the greatest exten- 
sion of trade may be looked for as a result of the opening of the 
waterway ? 

Such are Greytown and Blewfields on the Atlantic and Brita, 
San Juan del Sur,-and Corinto on the Pacific Ocean. 

Greytown or San Juan del Norte on the Atlantic Ocean near 
the mouth of the San Juan River, is a free port, the population 
of which is, according to the census of 1895, 1,480, 38 only of 
whom were Europeans, 19 Americans, anda the remainder 
Nicaraguans and West Indians. 

The rights of the inhabitants of San Juan del Norte under the 
treaty of January 8, 1860, between Great Britain and Nicaragua, 
are that the town shall be a free port under the sovereign 
authority of Nicaragua, and that its inhabitants shall enjoy 
religious freedom and the right of trial by jury. 

‘The trade of San Juan del Norte is not as yet very important. 
The total value of the imports into the town for the year ending 
June 30, 1895, was 229,459 dols., of which the United States 
contributed 87,429 dolls, United Kingdom, 65,576 dols., and 
Germany, 57,249 dols. The exports to the United States during 
the same period were valued at 453,577 dols, to Germany 
202,222 dole, and to the United Kingdom 93,975 dols., out of a 
total value of 782,608 dols. 

Blewfields, on the so-called Mosquito coast of the Atlantic 
seaboard, is at present a more important place than San Juan ddl 
Norte, though it may be passed by the latter place when it shall: 
have become the port at the entrance of the great canal. Like 
San Juan, it has neither railways nor w n roads leading 


_ from it, its only highways being the sea, the rivers, and the 


lagoons. The population in January, 1895, was 2,091, but, 
according to a recent report of the United States Consul at San 
Juan del Norte, it is now claimed to be over 3,000. The exports 
from the port of Blewfields to the United States for the year 
ending June 30, 1895, were valued at 1,212,647 dols., and those 
to all other countries but 4,250 dols. 

The most urgent requirement of both San Juan del Norte and 
Biewfields is undoubtedly the improvement to the harbours at 
both places. The trade of San Juan could, especially, be 
increased if the port were properly opened out and navigation ‘on 
the river omega the removal “a obstacles, and the same 

ument ma in support of the idea of deepening the 
at Blewfields, which but surely filling up, 
being, it is stated, no contrivance or apparatus to remove the 
silting that is constantly taking place. 

The banana trade of Blewfields is a large one ; according to the 
United States Consular Agent at that place 2,101,000 bunches of 
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bananas were shipped thence to the United States in 1895, but the 
opening up of the neighbouring harbours of Puerto Cortez and 

uerto Barrios will divert a large share of the trade from Blewfields, 
upless means be taken to put the harbour and wharves at the latter 
place on the same footing. __ 

The port at the Pacific mouth of the canal will be either Brita 
or San Juan del Sur—neither at present of any importance as a 
trading centre, but which must in the future, from their position, 
develop a considerable trade. Corinto, higher up the Pacific 
coast, 1s the chief seaport on the Adriatic and a calling place of 
the Pacific mail steamers, but there are no docks or quays for 
steamers drawing over 22 feet, and vessels load and discharge by 
means of lighters. The dearth of yood harbours appears at 

resent to be the greatest drawback to the prospects of the 
Micarngtnt ports, but with the coming of the can&l this state of ° 
affairs will probably be altered, and a new impetus be given to the 
trade of the Republic. 
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XVI.—THE CONDITION OF CYPRUS 
1896. 


» The High Commissioner for Cyprus, in the course of a speech 
delivered at the opening of the session of the Legislative, Council, 
The additional provision made in the ‘estimates of last year-for 
public works, has resulted in in-portant improvements. {o internal 
communications. Many rivers, large and small, have been or are 
in process of being bridged, great progress has been made in the 
construction of the much needed road between Limassol and 
Papho, and the road, from Nicosia to Kyrenia is at last being put 
into an efficient condition throughout its entire length. 
The policy. indicated by this expenditure on roads and bridges 


* has likewise been extended to the external communications of the 


Island, the Home Government having sanctioned a contract with 
a line of steamersefor a weekly service to and from:Egypt.. This 
contract has been in operation since the first of January, and even 
in that short space of time it may be noted that a perceptible 
impulse has been given to the export trade of the country. 

The revival and extension of the silk industry has received 
much attention during the year. A deputation has recently 
addressed Mr. Chamberlain upon this subject and received from 
him a sympathetic and encouraging reply. An enterprising 
‘resident in Papho has succeeded, by careful study and selection, in 
producing a quality of cocoon pronounced by experts in England 
to be amongst the finest ever seen; and efforts are now being 
privately made to establish a factory and a centré of instruction, 
with improved appliances, in the town of Nicosia 

The accounts received of the harvest of 1896 are very satis- 
factory, and the forecasts for the currentsyear are fairly good, 
The yield in cereals was above the average, and prices have on 
the whole advanced. The crop of caroubs is described as the 
heaviest known since the occupation, but the price of this 
commodity still rules abnormally low. The island did well with 
its olives, both in quantity and price ; and this is an industry in 
which there is much room for improvement upon the methods of 
treatment at present employed. 

The silk industry showed larger results both in reeled silk and 
in cocoons for export than in the previousyear On the other 

hand, the outturn of wine, though of good quality, was below the 
average. The prices realised for wine are advancing, as is also 
the demand for it from abroad, and, on the whole, says the Acting 
Receiver-General, this trade shows gratifying symptoms of 
revival. 

An increase of 20,6007. is observable in the value of the year’s 

exports, while in imports there was a slight falling off. 

he total exports from the island of Cyprus during the 12 
months ended 3lst December 1896 amounted in value to 
297,1382, while the total value of the imports for the same 
period was 240,0517. 
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XVIL—CUSTOMS DUTIES ON AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The following statement, which has been prepared at the Board 
of Trade, shows the rates of Customs duty leviable in the 
principal European countries and the United States, on machinery 
and.implements for use in agriculture, imported from the United 
Kingdom, according to the latest available information in the 
possession of the 


Tariff Classification, Tariff Rates of Duty, 


Rbls. cop. d. 
agricul machinery not worked by 
Per poud 0 50 |'Cwt. 0 4°11 
Lecomobiles with threshers" - I 20 pe 0 11 10 
Agricultural implements such as 
seythes, sickles, chaff-cutters, bills, 
sheep-shears, | spades, 
and shovels | ~ ‘1 10 


0 10 10 
en : 


Agricultural of all 10 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 

. Tools and parts theréof - 10 dp f 

Shovels, spades, garden forks, out 
pitchforks of iron or steel, with or “yan 1 

without hardles ad val. 10 ad val.- 


val.’ ad val. 


Steam e r mac — 
for agricultural x 
poses; also parts of such ey Free. Free. 
Ploughs and harrows - - Free. Free, 
Tools and implements for artizans or , 
sailors, or for use in manufactures 
and agriculture ; not separately men- 
tioned, with or without handles - Free. 2 Free. 
Denmark 
Agricultaral implements and machinery ‘mea as foil or steel manufactures 


composed principally mai iron or according to class or (at ion of 
the 10 “lo ad val. 
ks 


Do. ‘do. castiron - - 
Do. do. wrought iron - 
Do. do. other common metals- | " 
Scythes, sickles, currycombs, manure. 
and hay forks, and other coarse 
iron and steel wares, ground, var- 
nished, coated with copper, zinc, 
tin, lead, or enamel, but not — 


"Steam. engines, -other ‘niachinery 
for and industrial pur- 


for 


| 
G 
6 
» ” 0 1 
5 00 
4 
Free. _ Free. 
XU 
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um : 
hed parts thereof : 
east iron - - 
Of wrought iron or steel - - 
Of wood - 
Of other materials, including 
copper - 
France : 
Steam | engines, , Stationary : 
Weighing 250 kilos. and above - 
Weighing less than 250 kilos. 
Stenm engines, se semi-fixed or portable, 
including their boilers - 
Agricultural machines (not including 
the motors) 
Tools with or without handles : 3 
Of pure iron 
or iron tipped with 


Machinery, worked by steam, gas, or 
hot air, other than locomotives : 
Up to 80 horse-power_ 
From 30 to 100 horse-power = - 
Above 100 - 
Reaping, mowing, and threshing ma- 
on, machines for compressing 
hay and straw, steam ploughs, and 
detached parts of such — 
including plough shares - - 
Other industrial apparatus and ma- 
chinery of all kinds, and accessories 
thereof, weighing— 
Up to 50 kilos. - - 
From 50 to 100 kilos. . 
From 100 to 500 kilos. - 
From 500 to 1,000 kilos. - 
1,000 kilos. each and upwards 
Tools, implements, and utensils for 


use in agriculture and gardening - 


Spain: 
Ordinary too 
The material in 
being iron or - 
er kin 


‘cols and implements of iron or 
steel : 


hs, hatchets, 
pitchforks, shovels, hoes, 


Scythes and sickle 
Agricultural machinery of all kinds 


428 
4 

| 

100 kilos. ~ 200|Cwt. 0 0 

1, | 10°, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 

(100 kilos. 12 00 | Cwt. 0 4 10} 

Frs. cts. 

| 100kilos. 12 0|Cwt 41 

lp | Wet 6 

‘ 

is 12 0} 4103 

he | 100 kilos. 5,000 | Cwt. O11 5 

| 2000; , 04 7 

| 

500} , 01 18 

| 

| 

6000| , 013 9 

| | 5,000| , O11 5 

4000; , 09 2 

3,000| , 0 610 

| 2000! o47 

6,000| , 013 9 

| Pes. c. 

100 kilos. *12 50 | Cwt. 0 5 1 

Hed , 0138 0 

*2500/ , 010 2 

i [* In addition, a tax at the rate of 

ih 1 pes 25 cts. per ton of 1,000 

Hh kilos. is leviable under the title 

of “ Navigation Tax.”] 

I - - 

_ Lire ets. 

100 kilos. 18 00| Cwt. 0 5 8 

- 1200} , 0 41 

” 9 00 ” 3 8 
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Tariff Classification. 


Tariff Rates of Duty. 


Austria-Hungary : 


Steam ploughs - - 
Threshing machines - 

Machinery and apparatus not sepa- 


rately mentioned in the tariff, com- 
posed entirely of common metal, or 
of which common metal constitutes 
50 per cent. or more of the whole - 
apo machinery and apparatus uot 
tely mentioned in the tariff - 
and sickles, in combination 
with wood or not - 

Pitchforks, weighing at least 2 kilos. 
each ; hoes and shovels; all these 
in the rough, or scoured or polished 
in certain places, or combined or 


not with wood - 
Do., other than those shove, 
combined or not with wood ~ 
Shears for use in agriculture = - - 
Switzerland: 


&ec. not worked by 


Machines of “all kinds, other than 
locomotives, including 
machinery - 

Very coarse wares of iron or "steel, i in 
the rough, such as roughly shaped 

Scythes and sickles, ornot - 

Tools, of all kinds, for use in 


culture or gardening (except scythes 
and sickles), in the roug' 
varnished, or bronzed - 


Do., do., ground, tinned, polished, or 
coated with zinc, or partially 
bronzed or varnished = - - 

Greece : 

Agricultural implements of iron or 
steel, in combination with feet or 
not - - 

cultaral machinery, such | as reap- 
machines, 
&e. - 
Turkey : 
ultural implements ma- 
chinery of all kinds . 
Roumania : 

Sheep shears and shears for gardeners 

Agricultural with or 
out handles 

Shovels, | forks, with or 

ithout han 


Other agricultural implements and 
tools and machinery of all kinds - 


FL 

100 kilos. 8 00 
4 25 

” 7 00 

12 00 

” 7 50 

” 5 00 

” 6 50 

» 10 00 

” 15 00 

. ets. 

100 kilos. 6 00 


” 10 00 


12 00 


45 °/, ad val. 
35 °/, ad val. 


ar ad. 
Cwt. O 8 2 
044 
0 7 7 
| 
0¢€ 7 
010 2 


Cwt. O 2 


0 
» 
0 4 Of 
” O 4 104 
Free. 
Free. 
°/, ad vai. 
Cwt. O12 2 
Free. 


| 
| 
» 4 00 7 
| 
00 
Free. 
8 °/, ad val, 
Lei. b. 
100 kilos. 30 00 : 
Free. < 
100 kilos. 1600] Cwt. 0 6 6 a 
including 
‘0 ws, rollers, threshing 
&e., detaclied parts 
of the same - Free. Free. 
United States : 
XU 
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XVIIL—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS: 
REGULATIONS. 


Russta. 
Tariff. Classifications. 

Note.—Rouble (gold) = 100 copecks = 3s. 2d, Poud = 36 lbs. 

avoirdupois. 

Despatches have been received at the Foreign Office from 
Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, reporting that the Russian Customs Department has 
notified the following classification of goods under the Russian 
Customs Tariff ; 

Phosphoric tin in pigs (alloy of tin and phosphorus) to be 
cleared under section 140, point 1 of the tariff. Duty, 50 copecks, 
gold, per poud. 

Iron corkscrews, made.of iron and steel, and partly of wire, to 
be cleared according to the predominating material (according to 
weight). 

Liars of the Marjoram plant with flowering buds to be cleared 
as spice, not specially mentioned under section 15, point 3. 
Duty, 3 roubles, gold, per poud, with an additional. 15 per 
cent. 

Silver in sheets rolled gilt, to be cleared under section 148, 
point 2. Duty, free. ; F 

Torches in the shape of cylindrical zinc tubes, with wooden 
heads, and filled with Bengal fire powder, are to be cleared under 
section 53. Duty, 2 roubles 80 copecks gold per poud.. 


Importation of Tea and other Eastern Products, 

A despatch, dated March 25th last, has been. received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty's Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburg, transmitting copy of a memorandum 
furnished by Consul-General Michell, in which are set forth the 


that are now being enforced in respect of tea and 
0 


er products of Eastern origin by the Russian Customs, under 
instructions emanating from the Imperial Anti-plague Commission. 

The memorandum is ee 

following are the rules now 
Anti-plague for all vessels to the Black 
and Azoff seas from plague-infected places, or at whigh they may 
have touched on their passage :— Samy ros 

« All vessels can only enter and discharge at such porte of the 
above seas at which quarantine or quarantine agencies have been 
established. poe are: Theodosia,..Kertch,, Odessa, 
Sebastopol, Novorossisk, Batoum, and Poti. 3 


if 
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reaching any of these ports, vessels coming from, or which 
may have touched at a plague-proclaimed country or port, are 
subjected to 10 days’ quarantine. After the expiration of this 
period, provided they prove to be in a satisfactory, sanitary 
condition, they may discharge their cargoes. 

“If a portion of such cargoes consist of tea coming from 
places, the exterior of the chesta, &c. of 
such tea is subjected to disinfection. other goods may be 
landed without disinfection, on condition, however, that there is 
no good reason for supposing that any portion of them has come 
in immediate contact with persons suffering from plague. In this 
latter case the exterior covering or eaperteiél layer of the goods 
is also subjected to disinfection. 7 

The process of disinfevtion, consists in drenching or daubing 
the outside of bales, chests, cases, &c. with a solution of corrosive 
sublimate of 2 per 1,000 strength, or with that of milk of lime of 
the strength of 10-20 per cent. 6 

“Tt must be observed that it is, only the continental parts of 
British India that have been proclaimed by the Russian Govern- 
ment as plague-stricken, and that the isiand of Ceylon is 
recognised as being up to the present time free from that disease.” 


Regulations for Berthing Vessels at Batoum. 


A report, dated 27th February last, has been received at the 
- Foreign Office from Mr. P. Stevens, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Batoum, transmitting a copy of the: following rules in force: at 
that port for the berthing of Russian and foreign steamers :— 

1. On arrival at the port of Batoum, all steamers and sailing 
vessels are to'take up berths:according to the indication of the 
port authorities, and’ mo communication with the shore is allowed 
until ‘all the Custom-house and other necessary formalities have 
been conipleted. 

2. All steamers and sailing vessels, whether anchored in the 
roadstead or in the harbour, must have their anchors: buoyed. 

3. Vessels are alloweél’ to make their moorings fast only to:the 
permanent mooring posts and chains, and this without obstructing 
the landing places along the quays, or the beach. 

4, At the demand of the port authorities, a master is bound to 
shift his moorings to neighbouring mooring posts or chains, should 
necessity arise, when another ship is being berthed, or for any 
other reason that may be deemed necessary. . 

5. Vessels, whether lying off the beach or at the quay, which 
shall not have commenced to load or discharge within 24 hours after 
all the formalities required by law have been completed, or which 
have discontinued such operations for a period exceeding 24 hours, 
must move away from the berth they occupy, if, at’ such time, 
there be other vessels awaiting their turn in the roads. At the 
same time allholidays,.and days on which no-work ean be carried 
on, aré not taken! into account. © ° 
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6. Should notice be given that a vessel which is lying in the roads 
is not ready to receive cargo when her turn for berthing comes 
round, she can only again come on turn (as a fresh arrival) upon 
notice of her readiness to load being handed in. ; 

7. Immediately on completion of their loading operations from 
the shore, steamers and sailing vessels are bound to move away 
from their beach or quay berths into the roads, and there continue 
to perform any further operations, in case such berths at the 
beach or the quay are required for other vessels. 

8. Ocean-going steamers under the Russian flag, which enter 
the harbour for the purpose of taking in Government stores, are 
allowed to load and discharge their cargoes out of turn should the 
captain of the port so ordain. 

9. All vessels, both steamers and sailing, whilst lying in the 
roads, are obliged to exhibit the prescribed regulation lights from 
sunset to sunrise. 

This rule applies equally to vessels engaged in the coasting 
trade, ana also to barges, lighters, rafts, &. 

10. In cases of fire or other disasters, whereby the safety of 
vessels or port property is endangered, all masters of vessels in 
the harbour, as also all boatmen and the railway authorities, are 
bound, at the first call of the captain of the port, to place at his 
disposal all available means, and locomotives, for rendering 
assistance with the object of putting an end to such calamity. 

11. Vessels lying in the harbour are prohibited from changing 
their berths without the permission of the port authorities. 

12. Steamers proceeding alongside and moving away from the 
quays in the petroleum harbour are forbidden to move their 

nes except in cases of extreme necessity, when permission 
_ will have to be obtained from the port office in each individual or 
separate case. This rule to come into force as soon as the port 
authorities acyuire two tugs and a steam launch. 

13. ‘After the completion of the prescribed Customs formalities, 
all vessels leaving the port must produce their papers to the 
captain of the port, for permission to proceed to sea. 

Note.—These lations were to come into force on the 22nd 


March /3rd April of the present year (1897). 


SwEDEN. 
Increased Duties in Hides, Boots, §c. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholu, enclosing a 
statement of the new Swedish import duties on hides and skins 


and on boots and shoes, recently enacted by the Swedish Legisla- 
ture. The new duties leviable on these goods are as follows. 
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Kr. Ore, 
On sole leather - . - - per kilog. 0 40 
On tanned hides and skins (not being furs), 
other leather 0 65 
On boots and shoes not se tely speci , 
in the tariff, other or 
boots with wooden soles, and excluding 
those made of india-rubber, gutta-percha, 
or tissues of any kind, or of morocco, 
cordovan, or dyed, pressed, or varnished 
skins - - - . - 2 00 


» 


Note-—1 krona = 100 dre = 1s, 14d. 


Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch, dated April 1 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Viscount Gough, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Embassy 
at Berlin, stating that a paragraph has appeared in the “ Cologne | 
Gazette,” in the form of a communiqué, to the effect that the 
Russiau Government has recently abrogated the clause of her 
tariff regulations by which documents printed in two or more 
languages, one of which being Russian, were admitted free. 

e result of the change is not only that the numerous works 
in Russian and German, such as grammars, dictionaries, &c., 
printed in Leipzig, are now liable to a heavy duty; but, what is 
regarded as a heavier blow, the price lists of German exporting 
firms can no longer be sent by post. 

This step (which was taken in August last) is regarded in 
commercial circles as a direct blow aimed at the German export 
trade in Russia, as merchants will now have to communicate by 
letter only with their customers and will no longer be able, as 
heretofore, to enlarge their market and attract orders by the cheap. 
circulation of price lists printed in Russian and German. 


German East AFrioa. 


Harbour Regulations for the Dar-es Salam. 


A despatch, dated 3rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing copy and translation of harbour 
regulations which have been issued by the Imperial Government 
of German East Africa for the port of Dar-es-Salam, to supersede 
those given on the 7th January 1894. 

These regulations may be seen on application at the Commercial. 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 


between the hours of 11.0 and 6.0, 
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BELGIUM. 


Certificates of Origin, 


A despatch, dated 8th March last, has been received: at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, stating that no a. has been made in the regula- 
a. in respect to certificates of origin for goods forwarded to 

eigium. 

rtificates of origin are not required; but, in the case of 
goods imported from foreign countries, which goods may be 
suspected of having come from plague-infected ports, it may save 
trouble if such goods are accompanied by some proof of the 
length of time which has elapsed since they left such * ue- 
infected ports. It is stated also that in this respect the Belgian 
authorities are not exacting; they do not insist on any special 
form of document, nor do they require that the papers should be 
legalised by a Belgian Consul. 

Their practice is to pre-suppose that all is correct in the case 
of goods coming from untainted countries, unless for some special 
reason they are led to suspect that such is not the case. + 


\ 


Light Dues at Ostend. 


A despatch; dated 16th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing copies of a Royal Decree, dated the 11th 
March 1896, extending (from the 1st of April) the rate which 
is levied for the lighting of the quays in the inner port to the 
whole of the rest of the port. : 


FRANCE. 
Port Dues at Havre, 

Mr. E. Cecil Hertslet, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havre, 
in a report to the Foreign Office states that, according to the 
custom of the port of Havre, when it is not necessary to weigh 
the merchandise in order to ascertain the amount of freight pay-. 
able, the ship does not contribute either to the expenses of 
weighing or to those of allotting on the quay. — 

if, however, the freight is payable on the weight delivered, 
and weighing is, consequently, necessary in order to determine 
the freight, the custom of the port throws upon the ship alone 
the entire cost of weighing. This is the rule with regard to grain, 
dye-woods, &c. On_ several occasions masters of vessels have 
contested this custom, but only with the result of its being con- 
firmed by the Tribunal at Havre and by the Court of Appeal at 
Rouen, on the ground that it had been admitted by the interested 
parties for many years past, and sanctioned by the Chamber of 
Commerce. With regard to dye-woods, moreover, custom throws 
upon the ship not only the cost of weighing, but that of stacking 
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and allotting on the quay, and this special custom was confirmed 
in 1896 by the Court of ~— at Rouen. In order to avoid 
this charge and to secure at Havre the treatment usual in most 
‘other French ports, where the cost of weighing is divided equally 
between the ship and the consignee, owners of vessels should 
derogate from the custom of the port by the insertion of a clear 
and precise clause, which must be free from any ambiguity in the 
bills of lading and charter parties. Such clauses have been 
recognised in principle by the courts of Havre and Rouen, and 
British shipowners would do well to insert them. To do so can 
do no harm in ports where the custom is in their favour, and will 
be of service to them in Havre. 

The watchman’s tax (taxe de gardiennage) levied on 
disembarked on the enclosed quays of the Bassin Bellot and the 
Bassin de |’Eure has recently been abolished.—(Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1849.) 


Customs Duty on Bicycles and Tricycles, 


In the same report alluded to above, it is stated that the 
Customs duty on bicycles and tricycles imported into France is 
reckoned on the net weight, and amounts to 2 fr. 20 c. per kilog., 
or 10d. per 1b. No duty, however, is charged on machines 
brought into France temporarily ; and, by the courtesy of the 
Custom-house authorities, a card of membership of an English 
touring club, or the fact that the owner has a return ticket, is 
accepted as a sufficient indication that the machine has been 
brought into France temporarily and that it will be taken back to 
England. Cyclists must of course understand that this privil 
cannot be claimed as a right. The authorities may, at their 
discretion, require that a declaration should be made that the 
machine has been brought into France for a temporary purpose, 
and may insist on the duty chargeable being deposited at the 
Custom-house. The amount will be refunded to the owner on 
his return to England, provided that the machine is presented at 
the Custom-house during office hours, and that all other necessary 
formalities have been complied with,-—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1849.) 


Bill for altering the Customs Tariff on Silks. 


A despatch, dated 26th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Paris, transmitting copies of a Bill laid before the 
Chamber by several Deputies representing districts interested in 
the silk industry, proposing certain alterations in the tariff for 
raw and manufactured silks fixed by the law of 11th January 1892. 

Raw silks in their various forms are now admitted free of duty, 
and it is proposed to impbtse on them in future a duty varying 
from 12 to 18 francs per kilog. 

A considerable increase is also proposed for manufactured silks 
imported under the general tariff, the present rates being, how- 
ever, maintained for those enjoying the minimum tariff. 


D2 
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On pongees and tussahs of extra-European origin, which by the 
general tariff are now free of duty, it is proposed to impose a duty 
of 15 francs per kilo. 

By article 2 of the Bill raw silks, waste silks, pongeea, and 
tussahs are proposed to be admitted temporarily under the usual 
conditions. 

By article 3, mixed silk tissues, laces, &., in which the silk does 
not predominate in weight, will be allowed a rebate of the mini- 
mum tariff duty, calculated on the amount of raw silk employed 
in their manufacture. 

It is proposed to grant, by article 4, bounties varying from 
15 to 16 per cent. ad valorem to pure or mixed silk tissues, ribbons, 
&c., upon their exportation. 

The Bill has been referred to the Customs Committee. 


New Sugar Law. 


With reference to the notice of the proposed French Sugar 
Bill, on p. 31 of the January number of the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” various amendments have since been introduced into 
it, and a telegram (dated April 6) has now been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Paris, stating that the “ Bill, as amended, had passed the Senate, 
and was to be promulgated forthwith.” The text of the new law, 
together with the decree signed by the President of the French 


Republic, was published in the “ Journal Officiel ” of the 8th April. 


France—Tonis. 
New Provisional Port Dues. 


A report, dated 4th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tunis, enclosing extract from the “Journal 
Officiel Tunisien,” imposing a new provisional tariff for the port 
of Tunis. 

A copy of this provisional tariff, which was to have come into 
force on 10th March last, can be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., daily, between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0, 


FraNcE—MaDAGASOAR. 
Consumption Tax. 
A despatch, dated 17th March last, has been received from the 


Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “ Journal Officiel,” 
containing Presidential decree establishing a consumption tax 


j 
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(taxe de consommation) on certain goods imported into the island 
The principal points of the decree are the 


of Madagascar. 
following :— 


Art. 1. On the products named in the annexed schedule (see 
below), of any source or origin, consumed in the colony of 
Madagascar and its dependencies, whether they have been 
imported thither or manufactured there, will be levied a consump- 


tion tax as fixed by the said schedule. 


Art. 2. This tax is independent of the Customs duty levied on . 


such products on their entry into the colony. . . 


Art. 3. The beverages, alcohols, tissues, and various products 
named in the schedule can only be imported directly by those 


ports where there is a French Customs official. 


Art. 8. The following articles, whatever their origin, are 


exempted from all duties :— 


Articles of apparel in passengers’ luggage, even when un- 
accompanied by the passengers themselves, provided that they 
been worn, and that their quantity corre-. 


bear traces of having 
sponds to the social position of the owner. 


Provisions, material, and articles belonging to the State. 


The schedule referred to above is as follows :— 
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Articles. 


Common wine of 12° or less, in casks - - 
Do., do., in bottles . - - - 
Common wine of over 12° and choice wines (vins 

de liqueur), in casks - - - } “4 


Do., do., in bottles - 
Champagne and other sparkling wines - - fe 
Ciders and perries* - bottle 
Beer, in casks - |, heetolitre 
in bottles a b the h in » bottle 
eurs (as defined French Custo 3 
um, brandy, absinthe, and olic beverages : 
and alcohols of all sorts, including wine from dried |} Per heetolitre 
raisins, and all other artificial pi | of pure alcohol 
Opium - - P er 


Shells and rockets 


- | Per kilog. (net) 
mineral uisminating |\ Per kilog (met) 0 10 
Playing cards - -| » pak 0 20 


o S$ & 


} 120 00 
10 00 


be less than 0°50 litre, t 
levied on the actual contents. 


* In vessels containing more than 0°50 litre or less than 1 litre. llr gh ge 
tax is reduced one-half; and if more than 1 litre, it 


| Tax. 
r hectolitre 
bottle i 
hectolitre 
1 00 : 
7 » ” 1 00 
Tobacco— 
a 
1s 
x. 
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Licenses and Taxes, 


Under date of December 3 1896, Mr. Wetter, United States 
Consul at Tamatave, transmits translation of a recent enactment 
or order emanating from the Resident-General at Antananarivo, 
imposing certain licenses or taxes upon every person doing 
business in Madagascar. 

According to this notice, from the lst of November 1896, each 
individual carrying on a business, an industry, or profession in 
Madagascar, not included in the exempticns set up by the present 
notice, shall be subjected to a tax. This tax is regulated according 
to the nature of the calling and of the population of the place 
where the same is exercised. The various callings are classified 
in the following manner :— 

Extra Class——Banks, houses of discount, houses of exchange 
and credit, insurance companies, manufactures. 

First Class.— Wholesale merchants, that is to say, those selling 
principally to other merchants—distillers and manufacturers of 
spirituous drinks. 

Second Class.—Wholesale and retail merchants, that is to say, 
those selling usually both to retailers and to consumers— 
restaurants, and hotel keepers. 

Third Ciass.—Retail merchants, that is to say, those selling 
habitually to. consumers—counsellors and attorneys-at-law, com- 
mercial agents, brokers and other liberal callings not exempted, 
druggists, retailers of drinks, café and tavern keepers. 

Fourth Class —Building contractors, mechanics, and artizans of 
all kinds who have a shop and employ ordinarily more than two 
workmen, 

The rate is fixed conformably to the following table :— 


Extra First’ | Second | Third 
Class. | Class. | Class. | Class. 


In towns of more than 5,000 Frs. Frs. Frs. Frs. 
inhabitants - - - | 1,000 400 200 100 
In towns of from 1,000 to 5,000 
inhabitants - - - 
In towns of less than 1,000 
inhabitants - . 1,000 100 20° 10 


1,000 200 100 50 


Are exempted from licenses, salaried functionaries and em- 
ployees of the State, schoolmasters and teachers, artists, manu- 
facturers working alone or with not more than two workmen or 
by the day, vendors established in the markets or selling in 
booths, agriculturists, or mining concessionaries. 

The tax is reduced one-half for butchers, bakers, and other 
merchants or makers of articles of consumption, except drinks. 

Tf a licensee has several establishments, a distinct tax is due for 
each of them, but the full tax is only due upon the principal 
establishment, the other taxes being reduced one-half. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
g | Class. 
| Frs. 
40 
10 
5 
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If a licensee exercises several callings in the same establish- 
ment, a single tax is due and for the highest-taxed profession. 

- The license contribution is due annually. It can be paid in 
full at once, or each quarter. 

Nothing in this notice shall annul or change article 27 of the: 
law promulgated in the Official Journal of J ay 31, 1896, fixing 
at 1,800 frs. the annual license tax for traders in precious metals 
and stones, 

The present notice is not applicable to the dependencies of 
ro wherein the tariffs in force shall continue to be 


appli 


PortucaL—SoutH-East AFRIca. 
Customs Regulations at Lourengo Marques. 


A communication, dated 15th February last, has {been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Roger Casement, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Lourengo Marques, enclosing copy of translation of the 
regulations of the Customs authorities at that port. 

These regulations, which are similar to those issued for the port 
of Beira (see “Board of Trade Journal” for March 1897, pp. 
323-4), may be seen on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between 
the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


Iraty. 
Importation of Medicines. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali ” publishes a decree of 
the Director-General of Taxes, according to which medicinal 
specialities which are not sold as patent medicines (rimedi 0 specifici 
segreti) must have a ticket printed with the formula of composition 
attached, either to the receptacle itself (z¢., the box or bottle in 
which the medicine is directly contained) or else on the outer 
wrapper in which the article is exposed for sale when the receptacle 
is wrapped in another wrapper or contained in a sealed packet or 
something similar. 

Tariff Decisions. 
Note.—Lire = 958,d. Quintal = 1:968 cwts. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of mer- 
chandise under the Italian Customs tariff have recently been 
given by the Finance Minister at Rome :— ; 

meet raw, is to bé classified under chemical products un- 
enumerated, 


and pay a duty of 10 lire per quintal. 


Coarse oatmeal, with the husks adhering, pays duty as oats. 
(No. 282 of the tariff)—4 lire per quintal—and_ not as flour or 
semolina for paste, 
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“ Beetham’s Glycerine and Cucumber” pays 100 lire per quintal 
(without allowance for weight of receptacle) as perfumery, in 
addition to a surtax on alcohol at the rate of 144 lire per quintal. 

* Brown and Polson’s Corn Flour” is to be classified as fine 
starch, and pay aduty of 15 lire per quintal according to 
No. 2948. 

“ Elliman's Embrocation” pays duty according to No. 70 of 
the tariff, 120 lire per quintal, as mixed medicine unenumerated. 

a felt for corn plaisters pays a duty of 20 lire per 

uintal. : 
: Envelope Folding and Gumming Apparatus—Machines for 
folding and gumming envelopes are classified as “ Machinery, 
unenumerated,” and pays a duty of 10 lire per quintal. 

Metal Powder.—Powder, made of carbon, &c., used for 
tempering metals pays a duty of 10 lire per quintal as a 
* chemical product, unenumerated.” 

Musical bores and toys worked by the introduction of a penny 
in a slot pay a duty of 2 lire each as little organs on the 
cylinder system or musical boxes. 

Canvas tubing made of linen or hemp, tarred, and strengthened 
externally and internally with spirals of iron wire, pay 30 lire per 
quintal as “linen textile, tarred, oiled, and the like.” 


New Law as to Harbour Dues. 

A despatch, dated 26th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Vienna, containing text of a new law relating to the imposition 
of dues in Austrian Sar orlae roadsteads, and other places on the 
sea coast, a full notice of which will be published in the next 

number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


MEXICO. 
Tariff Modifications. 

Note.—Dollar=4s. 2d. By “net” weight must be understood 

the actual weight of the merchandise; “legal” weight, that 
which includes, besides the net weight, that of the interior, 
bottles, boxes, winders, wrappers, &c., in which the articles 
are imported; and by “gross” weight, the total weight of 
the packages. 

A despatch, dated 23rd February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Nevill Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Mexico, enclosing copy of translation of a decree making 
various changes in the Mexican Customs tariff. 

The principal changes are, that the duty on white or coloured 
printing paper, unsized, half sized, or glazed, is reduced from 10 


i 
i 


~ 
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cents to 8 cents per legal kilog. Smooth iron sheets for roofi 
not painted or galvanised, and not exceeding 50 centimetres in 
in length, 16 centimetres in width, and 5 millimetres in thickness, 
shall only be subjected to the duty of 2 centavos instead of 
4 centavos per gross kilog. Iron in various forms, pasteboard, 
glass, and watches are also favoured by the new alterations. 


The text of the translated decree is as follows :— 


Art. 1 of the tariff, regulating the collection of import duties at 
the maritime and other ports of entry, has been amended as 


follows :— 
Tariff No. 269 ore and matte Dols. cts. 

50 per cent. of metal - Free. 
No. 307, —Iron or steel wire over a mitlmeten’ in diameter, 

per gross kilog, 0 04 
No. 308.—Iron or heal wire, 1 ‘ole: or less in 

diameter, per gross kilog. - - - 0 06 


No. 311.—Iron fencing wire, per gross kilog, - - 001 
No. 3224.—Forged iron, rough, in ingots, ana steel in 


ingots, per 100 kilogs. gross - 1 50 
No. 323.—Malleable iron, square, and 

helf round, per gross kil - 0 05 
No. 324.—Square or iron, per 100 kilogs. gross 2 50 


No. 326.—Laminated iron or steel sheets, composited, 
such as beams or nee iron, even when ‘Painted or gal- 


vanised, per gross ki 0 04 
No. 3264.—Iron wal steel in bars, onigainted ond non- 
galvanised, under 50 centimetres in length, and not over 
in width and 5 in thickness, 
- 0 02 
34 o. 348, and crystal ware in pieces, not 
per gross kilog - 0 15 
0. and copatal. ware in pieces, cut or 
engraved, per gross kilog. - - 0 20 


Bh o. 438B.—Glass and crystal ware in pieces, decorated 
ld, silver, or colours, not specified, per gross kilog. - 0 30 
0. 441.— Window on, plain and 
gross kilog. - 0 06 
No. 4414.— Window ‘nll plate a plain, engraved, or 
decorated, or mounted with common metal for ae or 
framing, per gross kil - 0 15 
No. 442, —Glase, plain, for flooring, not lees 1 
metre in thickness, per gross kilog. - 003 
No. 704.—Carbonate of diet per gross kilog - 0 06 
No. 743.—Paper, unsized or half sized, te ¢ printing ; 5 
filtering and blotting paper, per legal kilog. - 0 07 
No. 7434.—Paper, unsized or half sized, white or satin 
finish, for printing and A pia paper, entirely coloured or 
stamped ges, per legal kilog 0 08 
No. 7 r, copying paper, oud manifold 
or tissue paper, per cel kg - 010 
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No. 7 of aeia paper and all classes of packing paper, 
- - - 0 05 


not specified, per | kilog. 

Ne. 764.—Ordinary of any thickness, unsized, 
uncoloured, in blocks or sheets, per legal kilog, - - 0 05 

No. 7644.—Ordinary cardboard, of any thickness, sized, 
blocked, or in sheets of any thickness, and half sized card- 
board, blocked or in sheets, white or in colours, either satin 
finish or not, per legal kilog. - - é 

No. 813a.—Silver watches of ordinary metal, and of 
non-metallic substances, as repeaters, or inlaid with gold, 
gold mounted, or which have any gold parts or ornaments, . 
each = - - - - - - 6 00 

No. 8144.—Watches, silver or German silver, or of 
non-metallic substances, non-repeaters, but gold mounted, 
or with gold parts, each > 200 

Art, 2.—No. 309 of the tariff, relating to galvanised iron wire 
for telegraphs and telephones, is repealed. 

Art. 3.—Whenever any importations of iron pipes and fixtures 
are to be made for use in waterworks of towns, the Executive 
can, on the request of the local authorities, reduce the import 
duties on such articles one half; but it is a condition precedent 
to the using of this power of rescinding of duties, that the inside 
diameter of the pipe shall be at least 8 inches; that the applica- 
tion be accompanied by the amount, weight, specifications, and all 
other data that would serve to identify the shipment. The 

roofs of destination shall be laid before the Secretary of the 
eaten before the consignment of material shall have passed the 
Custom house at the port of entry. — 


Tariff Classifications, 

A despatch, dated 4th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Nevill Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Mexico, enclosing the translation of a notice published in the 
« Official Gazette,” modifying the classification of certain goods 
for import duties as follows :— 

Ornaments, unenumerated, of plaited silk material with cotton 
trimming. No. 622. 9 dols. per kilog. net. 

Insulated copper wire for exclusive use for telephones. No. 272. 
Free. 


Wooden stands or presses for producing photographic negatives, 
No. 7938. 5 cents per legal kilog. 
Prepared cardboard-felt for lining boilers and tubes. No. 901. 
4 cents per gross kilog. : 
Looking-glasses with celluloid frames, of more than 75 centi- 
metres in diameter. No. 427. 50 cents per gross kilog, 
Unrefined sugar. No. 170. 15 cents per gross kilog. 
_ Foller’s earth, not otherwise specified, for refining tallow, 
No. 376, Free, 
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Costa Rica. 

Abolition of Monopolies, 

With reference to a note that appeared on’ p. 440 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for October 1896, a report dated 25th 
February last has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Perey G. Harrison, Her Majesty’s Consul at San José 
(Costa Rica), stating that, availing himself of the power vested in 
him by article 3 of the Decree of the 12th August 1896, the 
President of the Republic has extended for three months (which 
will terminate the 12th May next) the term during which the 
importation of leaf and “ plug” tobacco is prohibited. 


UnitTep States oF CoLomMBIA. 


Increase of Customs Duties, 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Panama enclosing copy 
and translation of a law enacted by the Congress of the United 
States of Colombia on the 28th December last, increasing the 
duties leviable on certain imports into that country, It appears, 
however, that according to Article 205 of the Constitution of the 
Republic “no alteration in the Customs tariff shall take effect 
“ within 90 days after the approval of the law enacting the 
“ game; and all increase or diminution of the import dues shall 
“ be divided into 10 parts to take effect, in such decimal propor- 
“ tion, during the 10 following months.” The following is a 
summary of the principal provisions of the new law :— 

Art. 4 provides that an increase of 20 per cent. of the im 
duties that are collected in the Oustom-houses of the Republic shall 
be levied upon articles comprised in the second to the thirteenth 
classes, inclusive, of the current. tariff, and an increase of 50 per 
cent. upon articles comprised in the fourteenth and fifteenth 


By Art. II. a sixteenth class of the tariff is created, embracing 
the following articles, viz., side-arms, fire-arms, and all other arms, 
excluding shot-guns ; brocades and other stuffs of gold, silver, or 
other metals, as well as threads of the same ; perfumery and toilet 
articles, such as essences and perfumed creams and soaps; gold 
and silver in any form, excepting coin and bars; precious stones ; 
and playing cards. The rate of duty to be levied on this class is 
3 dols. (pesos) per kilogramme. — 

The increases provided for by Art. I. are, by Art. IIL, to be 
collected upon the original duties fixed by Law 36 of 1886 and 
in accordance with Article 205 of the Constitution quoted above. 

Art. IV. exempts from the increased duties established by 
Art. I. the following classes of goods, viz., coal, which is to pay 
half a centavo per kilogramme ; substances for use in the manu- 


| 
| 
| 
| x 


444 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [April 1897. 


facture of ice, which are also to pay half a centavo per kilogramme ; 
crucibles for melting metals ; printing presses and printing ma- 
chinery ; unglazed printing paper; rails and material for the 
fixed plant of public or private railroads not enjoying exemption 
from duties; ships built or in sections, and machinery for the 
same; cotton woven into blue “ fulas” or in white or unbleached 
cloths, without ornamentation, sewing, or embroidery, such as are 
known as “ hogotanas,” calicoes, linens, “ madapolanas,” brabants, 
drills, and others of similar quality. 

Art. VI. re-establishes the tonnage dues created by Art. 192 
of the Finance Code. These dues are to be collected by the 
Customs in future at the rate of 1 dol. 50 centavos for every 
1,000 kilogrammes, gross weight, of cargo discharged, with the 
exception of coal, salt, iron, bricks, tiles, and paving stones, 
in regard to which articles the impost referred to will not be 
collected: Asa consequence the Government is to rescind the 
contracts entered into for the conveyance of correspondence and 
the exemption from tonnage dues hitherto accorded to mail 
vessels. 

By Art. VII. the exemption from Customs duties allowed by 
law or in virtue of contracts entered into by the Executive with 
railway and navigation companies, industrial manufactories, &c., 
will embrace only machinery and accessories therefor, rails, nails, 
tools, rolling stock, and telegraph plant. 

By Art. VIII. the Government is empowered to establish an 


im up to 2 dols. (pesos) upon postal parcels according to 
weight, so far as permitted by Conventions upon the subject. 


Export Duty en Coffee. 

The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes the 
following law with regard to the export duty on coffee from the 
_ United States of Colombia :— 

Art. 1. The duty on coffee exported from the ports of the 
Republic of Colombia is to be 50 centimes for every 50 kilos. of 
coffee without husks, and 40 centimes for 50 kilos. of coffee with 
husks, 

"Art. 2, The executive is authorised to decrease or cancel the 
present duty on coffee if there should be a marked fall in the value 
of the same in the country or on foreign markets 


Ecuapor. 
New Tariff for the Mole at Guayaquil. 


A despatch, dated 6th yr bony has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Guayaquil, enclosing of a pa h 
Tel ,.” stating that the following tariff for the Gua i 
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“Art, 1. Every ship arriving at Guayaquil or leaving the port 
shall pay 50 cents. for each ton of weight or measure brought in 
or embarked from said port. 


« Art. 2, The owners or consignees of introduced cargo shall 


pay 2.50 sucres Po ton or fraction of a ton as mole duties, 
and 2 sucres for the 


mole gang.” 


ARGENTINA. 
New Customs Tariff, 


A despatch, dated 27th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. A. C. Barrington, Her Majesty's 
Minister at Buenos Ayres, forwarding two copies of the Argentine 
Customs tariff for the current year. 


The tariff is essentially the same as the one previously in force, 

blished on e 554, et seg. of Vol. XIX. of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” but a further 1 per cent. has been added to the 
import duties which was voted as bar of the budget. All import 
duties must therefore be reckoned at an increase of 2 per cent. 
above the amount set down in the tariff, and an allowance must 
also be made in any calculation for a stamp duty of 1 per 1,000. 


To such articles as are admitted free of duty are added the 
following :— 
Chairs, rails, &. for tramways in general. 


Dynamite for mines. 
Disinfecting stoves. 
Old iron and steel. 
Sugar-refining machinery. 
By a later published decree, small woollen shawls, valued at 
3°50 dols. the kilog. (about 6s. 4}d. the lb.) pay a duty of 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


LIBERIA. 
Tacreased Customs Duties. 


A despatch, dated 8th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign ce from Colonel F. Cardew, C.M.G., Governor of Sierra 
Leone and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for Liberia, enclosing 
a report of the British Vice-Consul at Monrovia, according to 
which the duty on spirifs has been raised from 3s. 1}d. per gallon 
to 6s. 3d. per gallon ; on brass kettles, tobacco, and gunpowder 
from 2}d. per lb. to 5d. per Ib.; and on salt from 24d. per cwt. 
to 5d, per cwt. 
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According to the British Vice-Consul, the new spirit duty 
makes such a difference in the price of liquor that native people 
will not bring their produce down. The other alterations do not 
make a very great change in price to country people, but seriously 
affect the small traders. 


South ArRicaAN REPUBLIC. 
Assessment of Customs Dues at Johannesburg. 


The Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce has been discussing 
the matter of paying import dues on the face value of invoices 
received there by importers of goods. Every importer, according 
to the “ Johannesburg Times,” has on his desk periodical price 
lists of goods from Cape Town, Pert Elizabeth, East London, 
Durban, Delagoa Bay, &c. These price lists are checked by the 
importer in accordance with the invoices of goods which he is, 
from week to week, receiving vid the ports just mentioned, 

In other countries Customs dues are levied on the basis of the 
invoices submitted at the ports of entry by the importer. In 
Johannesburg, where the Customs dues amount to approxi- 
mately 60,0002. per month, such a system is not dashed out, 
namely, of accepting invoices as the face value of import duty. 
As was represented in the official report of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the system of assessment by the Customs Department 
is purely arbitrary, and tends not only to friction between the 
Customs and importers, but to a vast amount of unnecessary 
expense, particularly on the part of the small importer. 

The principle of denying the acceptance of the invoiced value 
of goods, for the levying of Customs dues, conveys the thoroughly 
objectionable implication that three Rand importers out of every 
five receive invoices which do not honestly state the actual current 


. value of such goods. 


Britiso Inp1a. 
Tariff Modifications. 

According to a Customs circular received from the India Office, 
in exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea 
Customs Act (VIII. of 1878), the Governor-General in Council 
is pieased to exempt from the import duty leviable thereon under 
No. 14 of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act (VIIT. of 1894), 
as amended by Acts XVI. of 1894 and III. of 1896, wachinery 
(and component parts thereof) intended for the manufacture of 
tiles and bricks. 

Gas store holders are exempt from duty as component parts of 
trucks under No. 93 of Schedule N. to the Indian Tariff Act. 
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MAvRITIUS. 
Tariff Modifications. . 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office 
copies of Customs ordinances by which the duties on wines and 
spirits imported into the colony of Mauritius will henceforth be 
as follows :— 


R. C. 

Wines—In casks - - 7 65 per hectolitre and a further 
duty of R. 1:32 pe 
degree or fraction of a 
degree of alcohol and 
per hectolitre above 16° 
according to Gay Lussac’s 
alcohometer contained 
in Bordeaux, Provence, 

and similar wines. 
Wines—In bottles - - 1 50 per dozen bottles, each 
bottle not to exceed 1 

litre. 
- 2 - 0 75 per dozen half-bottles, each 
half-botile not to exceed 
5 decilitres. 

- O 08 per litre and a further duty 
of R. 0°02 per degree, or 
whatsoever, not being a 


< above 16° according to 
a cask or bottle of 1 Gay Lussac’s alcoho- 


litre or less meter, contained in 
Bordeaux, Provence, and 
similar wines. 
Wines (sparkling)—Cham- 

amok i vl - - 0 20 per bottle exceeding 1 litre 
but not exceeding two 

litres. 
iy * - 0 10 per bottle not exceeding 1 

litre. 
- 0 05 per half-bottle not exceed- 


ing 5 decilitres. 


Spirits—plain or com-) 
pounded of any strength 1 32 
strength. 


not exceeding proof by 
Sikes’ hydrometer - 
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Sierra LEONE. 


Ports of Entry. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copy of an Order in Council, by which Lavana, within the limits 
of the jurisdiction of the colony of Sierra Leone, ceased to be a 
port from and after the 5th March 1897. 


QUEENSLAND. 
Harbour Board for Mackay. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Colonial Office enclosing copy of an Act of the Legislature of 
Queensland creating a Harbour Board for the Harbour of Mackay. 
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XTX.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


OPENING OF NAVIGATION IN THE Bay oF RiGa. 


A telegram was received at the Foreign Office on 2nd April 
last from Mr. A. Woodhouse, Her Majesty’s Consul at Riga, to 
the effect that the British ships “‘ Teclinhead,” “ Blackhead,” and 
« Ruby,” and two Russian steamers, arrived at Bolderau April 1, 
navigation being practically open, although there is still much ice 
in the bay. 


Export or Rattway MATERIAL FROM GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 23rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting a report of Mr. Harriss- — 
Gastrill, Commercial Attaché at Berlin, relating to the export of 
railway material from Germany. ae 

According to the statement in the report, which is taken from 
the “ Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung,” the development of the 
German iron industry is greatly due to the extension of the 
railway system of Germany. 

As regards the export of rails, it is not now so important as in 
former years. In 1860, the amount exported was 1,270 metric 
tons. Ten years later, in 1870, it reached 36,000; rose to 
132,000 in 1875, and to 230,204 in 1880. In the following year 
it touched 250,709, but then fluctuated greatly, and gradually . 
fell off, until in 1893 the total was merely 87,300 tons. Another 
rise then took place to 129,413 in 1896. | 

The exportation of fish-plates, sleepers, and support-plates 
(Unterlags platten) has favourably developed, inasmuch as it 
has uninterruptedly increased up to the present day. In 1880, the 
total amounted to 8,147 tons ; in 1890, to 36,470 ; and in 1896, 
to 52,163 tons. 

Under the heading of springs, axléx, wheels, buffers, &c., 
there is a not unsatisfactory increase—18,722 tons in 1880 to - 
29,714 in 1893 (though there was a fall in 1885 to 8,603). In 
1896, however, the amount had decreased to 24,794 tons. 

With regard to locomotives, no exact figures can be given, as 
in statistics they are classified with movable engines (Loco- 
mobilen) not for railways. The two together, however, amounted 
to 13,735 tons in 1883, fell to 6,778 in 1885, rose to 7,953 in 
1886, and fell steadily again to 4,174 in 1891. A rise again 
took place in 1895 to 7,988, and in 1896 to 15,081 tons. 

96963. 
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The exportation of rolling-stock has varied greatly. The 
number of waggons, carriages, &c. sent abroad was 2,222 in 1880, 
fell to 1,018 in 1884, rose to 1,682 in 1889, and to 6,040 in 
1895 (after, however, a heavy fall in the interval), and to 6,096 
tons in the following year, 1896. 


Tue Working or tHe Saxon Exrorr Sociery. 


il A despatch; dated 27th March last, has been received at the 
iW Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
i Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting ‘extract from “ Kuhlow’s ” of 
f 24th March last, in which it is stated that, according to the report 
Hy! on the operations of the Saxon Export Society for 1895-96, there 
Hi are now 436 members of the Society, and they are in future to 
A receive, for their exclusive information, regular reports on matters 
il of commercial interest to them. During the last year the Society 
Wi received 9,000 letters, despatched some 14,000 letters or cards, 
fil and 12,800 packets of printed matter. Some losses through the 
it faults of the Society’s agents in Turkey and the Balkans were 
incurred, but these have been mostly cleared, andnew agents 


| 
bi ‘ appointed. The sample collection is being maintained with 
i special care, and developed, it being stated that buyers, if pressed 
i for time, will give orders entirely.on the strength of inspecting 


i the collection. ‘Two “collective” journeys were made on behalf 
fH of the Society—-their objects ‘being to save the expense of 


ii individual travellers—to South Africa, and to Japan and China. 
i The journey to South Africa was the second by the Society’s 
Hi representative, and is described as being a much greater success 
i than the first. More noticeable, in some respects, is the reference 


i to the Far Eastern journey. In April last a Chinaman, who for 
some time lived in Germany asa trader, who speaks the principal 
| ' languages of Europe, who is well up in business, and could give 
| all guarantees, was secured by many members: to make a journey 
to Ehina and Japan, and obtained from the Chancellor of the 

Empire's office, letters of recommendation. Without doubt, the 
reporter says, “ in those countries which are still new to our trade; 
* German importation can only: slowly feel its way; but the 
“* enterprise will be surely remunerative, because the immense 
“ Chinese empire, above all, should become our great export 

“ market of the future,” This traveller has already, it: is said, 

been able to obtain many trialorders. 


— 


Orrictan Last cr THe German Navy ann’ MERCHANT 
SHIPPING. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office 
from Her Majesty’s Ambassador.at Berlin, a copy of the “ Official 
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List ‘of the ‘German Navy and Merchant Shipping” (just 

ublished), together with their distinguishing signals. This 
book has been issued as an appendix to the “ International 
Book of Signals,” which first appeared in 1870 and again in 
1884. 

Every year a new edition of this list will be published ; and, 
in the course of each year, three additional lists will bring the 
subject up to date. 


Toe Worktna or THE Hampure aNp SourH AMERICAN 
Company In 1896. - 


A despatch, dated 20th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from. Sir Frank C. Iascelles,’ Her ‘Majesty's 
Ambassador. at Berlin, transmitting a report drawn up by Mr. 
Harris Gastrell, Commercial Attaché, on the financial:results of 
the working of the Hamburg and South American Steamship. 
Company in 1896 as follows:— bern 

“The profits of this company to Argentine, Uruguyan ‘and 
Brazilian ports in 1896 amounted to 141,068/ from the voyages) 
as compared with 94,024/..in 1895. Other sources: of income 

ielded 20,6511., contrasted with 54,974/. in the former’ year: 
The combined figures thus give an increase of 12,7211. onthe 
total earnings of the former year. It is to be noticed that these 
results were obtained in spite. of financial depression in: Brazil and 
of failure of the wheat crop in the Argentine Republic, and: in 
spite of sacrifices incurred by the company consequent: on arrise’ in 
wages granted to the dock labourers in Hamburg... On the other 
hand, the renewed permission to emigrants from Prussia to leave 
for the Southern Provinces of Brazil helped to increase the profits 
of the company. _ 

Out of the protits the interest on the preference shares 
absorbed 8,000/. (9,680/. in 1895), taxes and expenses of manage= 
ment cost 5,253/. (4,1502.-in -1895), and the amount written off 
for the fleet of the company’s ships was 107,697/. (64,5697. in 
ie 

a the reserve fund has already a surplus of 62,5007. no further 
sum was added to it. 3,261/. (8951. in 1895) was ‘puid> in 
guaranteed profits (tantiéme:) 

On the first and second issues of shares, representing ia ‘value 
of 375,000/, a dividend of 10 per cent. was allotted; as compared 
with only 7 per cent; in 1895. The value of the issued preference 
shares is 200,000/. The fleet of ships is valued 692;625¢. 


(706,665/. in 1895). The 4dnsurance reserves amounted to 94,5522. 
(82,0527, in 1895). 
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GeRMaN CoMPETITION witH British TRADE IN THE 
NETHERLANDS. 

A report on German competition with British manufactures in 
the Netherlands, by Mr. Robinson, Her Majesty's Consul at 
Amsterdam, has recently been received at the Foreign Office. In 
a summary of his report, Mr. Robinson expresses the opinion that 
the chief obstacles to an extension of British trade in the Nether- 
lands are the following :— 

1. The greater facilities given by German manufacturers in 
the way of credit. Most British houses of standing adhere 
strictly to the system of cash against shipping documents, and 
are inclined to turn a deaf-ear to any complaint in respect of 
quality, &c., after the goods have been received. It is universally 
stated that German manufacturers are more liberal in these 
reapects. 

2. The system of weights and measures in Great Britain. So 
long as Great Britain ion to her present system, her manufac- 
turers will always be greatly handicapped in dealing with the 
Continent, where the decimal system universally. prevails. 

3. ‘Lhe want of classification of British un more especially 
in the iron and steel trades. This classification, moreover, would 
now have to adapt itself entirely to the Continental system of 
decimal weights and measures. In Germany, the organisation of 
manufacturers and engineers in respect of classification appears to 
be far in advance of Great Britain. 

4, The existence of the protective system in Germany, the 
invariable tendency of which is to unduly depress the prices 
charged for exported goods, in order to maintain a higher range 
of prices at home. 

reat Britain has, in the absence of compulsory military 
service, so immense an advantage over the Continent and over 
‘Germany, where some of the best years of every working man’s 
life are sacrificed to military exigencies, that she should certainly 
be able to compete with success in all countries where no 
differential duties exist.—(Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, 
No, 419.) 


‘Tne Recistration OF Non-EuropEAN CoMMERCIAL Houses: 
in German East AFRica. 


A despatch, dated 3rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Am- 
she ch at Berlin, enclosing copy and translation of a Decree 
issued by the Government of German East Africa, extending to 
non-European commercial houses and nares lige the obligation 
of registration in commercial registers, to be kept in the com- 
mercial courts of the Protectorate. 

European commercial firms will continne to be registered in 
the district courts in a manner corresponding to that prescribed 
by the German Commercial Code. 
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Provosep West Inpres Exnrsirion aT HAARLEM 
IN 1898. 


A report, dated 13th March last, has been received at the: 
Foreign Office from Mr, Sidney Churchill, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Paramaribo, stating that the “ Indische Mercurer,” of 
Amsterdam, in its issue of 6th February last, contains the 
anrouncement of a proposal to hold a “ West Indies Exhibition ” 
in connexion with the Colonial Museum of Haarlem, in order 
to give Hollanders an up-to-date idea of the condition of their 
West Indian and South American colonies. 

The director of the Haarlem Museum, in making the com- 
munication to the “ Indische Mercurer,” calls special attention to 
the neglect of Surinam by the mother country and to the decay of 
a once prosperous colony, now only existing on the fringe of its 
former grandeur. In the field of geography, the director 
declares that everything has to be learned, as next to nothing is 
known of the immense and important hinterland. The director 
also draws particular attention to the disregarded botanical 
resources of the colony, which he considers of greater potential 
im ce than the gold industry. 

e Dutch West Indies Mail Company have promised their 
Lae ag by offering to convey exhibits free of freight to 
ollan 


Fah TRADE OF SuRINAM IN 1896. 


A despatch, dated 23rd February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, 
containing a preliminary report on the trade of Surinam for the 

ear 1896, founded on statistics furnished by the Governor of 

urinam. From these figures it appears that the value of the 
imports in 1896 was 5,335,180 fls., or about 444,598/., as compared ~ 
with 433,585/. in the previous year, and 518,756l. in 1894. 

The value of the exports in 1896 was 4,391,728 fis., equivalent 
to about 365,977/, as compared with 421,738/. in the previous 
year, and 422,900/. in 1894. 

The British proportion of imports in 1896 amounted to about 
39,000/., as compared with 46,6407. in 1895, with 40,000/. in 
1894, and 43,2572 in 1893. The proportion of exports to the 
United Kingdom in 1896 was about 27,000/., as compared with 
64,8902. in 1895, and with 53,5747. in 1894. Since 1889 the 
value of exports to Great Britain has never fallen so low as in 


the past year. 
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SreaMsHie SERVICE BETWEEN SURINAM AND BARBADOS. 


A report, dated 5th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, stating 
that fom March 17th last the service by the Government 
steamer “Paramaribo” between the ports of Paramaribo and 
Barbados was to become a direct one, and the calls at Coronie 
and Nickerie, on the Surinam coast, were to be suspended. The 
coastal service is to be undertaken by an auxiliary steamer. 

The Dutch West Indies Mail Cdangaity is reported to be 
contemplating the addition of Barbados to its itinerary. 


PROPOSED ForTNIGHTLY SERVICE BETWREN HOLLAND 
AND SuRINAM. 

A report, dated 4th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty's Consul at Paramaribo, stating 
that, in view of the accelerated steam navigation service between 
the United Kingdom and Surinam, vid Barbados, the Dutch 
West Indies Mail Company propose running a fortnightly 
service between Holland and Surinam from about September 
next, when that Company will be able to avail itself of the 
services of a new steamer now under construction. 


EXTENSION OF WHARVES AT PARAMARIBO. 

A report, dated 4th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, stating 
that it has been determined to immediately extend the present 
Oustom-house wharf by an addition of 40 feet of frontage. 

In the event of private enterprise failing to meet the exigencies 
of the circumstances by constructing further wharfage accommo- 
dation, the Government will itself, during the year 1898, provide 
for such further accommodation. 


FOREIGNERS AND Forercn Lasour IN Frencn Gutana, 

A report, dated 11th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty's Consul at Paramaribo, 
transmitting abstract translation of a circular addressed to the 
Mayors of French Guiana, whereby they are instructed as to the 
application of the decree of October 2, 1888, relative to strangers 
resident in France, and as to the law of August 8, 1893, regardi 
the protection of national labour against alien professional labour, 
which decree and law are now extended to the French colony of 
Cayenne. 
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CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS AND ForEIGN LANGUAGES. 


_ In a report recently received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. R. S. Warburton, er Majestys Consul at La Rochelle, it 
is stated that very few traders and travellers going to France 
have a good knowledge of the language. This is a great draw- 
back, and it would be well if more attention were paid to modern 
languages in the schools for commercial classes athome, English 

ople are now beginning to see this, and send their sons over to 
rance to learn the language. Unfortunately, only the very well- 
to-do can afford the expense, as it is nearly impossible for young 
foreigners to find any remunerative employment in France except 
as artisans, and even then it is by no meanseasy. At Nantes an 
attempt was made to meet this difficulty, and the Polyglot 
Institute was founded, where young foreigners could receive 
careful instruction in French and any other European language at 
extremely moderate terms. The society also undertook to find 
suitable lodgings, and otherwise look after the young people. 
There was a coffee and reading room where all foreigners were 
welcomed and given useful information of every sort. It is easy 
to understand how useful an establishment of this description 
could be made, but unfortunately the undertaking failed. It may 
again, however, be opened under new management. There is no 
doubt that it would be greatly to the advantage of masters of 
vessels if they had some knowledge of languages. They would be 
less dependent on brokers and agents, and could in France clear 
their ships at the Custom-house, which would effect considerable 

saving to the owners, as they could thus avoid employing a 

broker, whose c are in some ports very high; at Nantes and 

St. Nazaire the charges are fairly reasonable.—(Foreign Office 

Annual Series, No, 1852.) 


British Trape at Havre. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, Mr. E. Cecil Hertslet, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havre, states that the amount 

of British coals imported in 1896 was larger than in 1895, and it 
is evident that the new tariff for the transport of coal over the 
northern and western railways of France has not injuriously 
affected the importation of British coals into Havre and the places 
in its immediate neighbourhood, 

There is a considerable demand at Havre for goods of British 
manufacture, and were it not for the high Customs duties, there 
would be a great deal of” business to be done, especially in hard- 
ware, biscuits, iron and steel manufactured goods, iron tubing, 
sanitary tubes, stoves, and fireplaces. There is a brisk demand 
for hats and caps, the English style being preferred to that of the 
French makers. 
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Mr. Hertslet in his report goes on to say: “ Sending me trade 
circulars in the English language with English weights and 
measures, serves no useful purpose; and, if British trade is to 
make headway in the north of France, it is most important that: 
competent commercial travellers, familiar with the French language, 
and with the decimal system of moneys, weights, and measures, 
should visit the district, and give full information to the local 
houses. If any such should come to Havre they will receive from 
me any information that I may properly give them in regard to 
the particular branches of industry which they may represent.”— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1849.) 


THe Port oF Dakar. 


According to a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. Allan 
Maclean, British Vice-Consul at Dakar (Senegal), the improve- 
ments to that port are at a standstill. An attempt was made to 
reclaim a few acres of foreshore near the railway depdt for the 
purpose of making wharf frontages, but all that has been done is — 
a couple of hundred feet or so of loose stone wall (showing at 
intervals above the sea) through which tne sand used for filling in 
has filtered into the harbour. 

The widening of the outer jetty has proved a failure ; a large 
part of the sea wall has slid into deep water, and the remainder 
threatens to do the same. 

The works, materials, and machinery in connection with the 
jetty have been taken over from the contractor by the Government. 

It is proposed to construct a coaling station in Manoct Bay 
to the south of Dakar peninsula, where the water is deeper than 
in Dakar harbour proper. 

A railway exists from Dakar to St. Louis, about 280 kiloms., 
or 175 miles. Trains take about twelve hours to do the journey, 
and run only by daylight. It is being used in an increasing ratio 
by passengers, and for the transport of goods, but it is run at a 
loss to Government, which has guaranteed 6 per cent. on capital 
to shareholders. 

A railway also exists from Kayes, in the Soudan (on the 
Senegal), to another point on the river, and is being slowly pushed 
forward to Timbuctoo. 

It is in contemplation to construct a railway from Conakry to 
the nearest point on the Niger which may be found to offer a 
practical route. 

Short roads exist to Wakkam (10 kiloms.), a military station 
near Cape Verde, and to Belair Fort (3 kiloms.). The other 
roads leading to the interior are (even those known as “routes de 
communication ”) mere bridle paths, and impassable for wheeled 
traffic on account of the absence of bridges. : 

The establishment of a railway from Conakry to the Niger 
and from the Niger to the River Senegal, would probably divert 
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the trade of the Soudan from St. Louis, the harbour of which is 
obstructed by a changing sand-bar, to the open harbour of 
Conakry, now being carefully surveyed. The little river produce 
which still found its way to St. Louis would then be transported 
to Dakar by rail, to which place the seat of Government would 
naturally be transferred as being more central, and situated 
directly on the sea. 

It is, however, to its importance asa refitting and victualling 
port, and to its excellent situation as a coaling station for the 
whole Atlantic Ocean south of the Azores, that the prosperity of 
Dakar will be mainly due. Dakar is almost equidistant between 
London and Capetown, and possesses in Manoet Bay a deeper and 
more secure anchorage than any natural harbour in this part of 
the North Atlantic Ocean.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 
1846.) 


TRADE OF QUILIMANE IN 1896. 


A report has recently been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Belcher, British Vice-Consul at Quilimane (Portuguese 
South-East Africa), with statistics as to the trade and shipping 
of that port in 1896. Mr. Belcher states that, owiog to the firm 
belief amongst the general European public and Portuguese 
officials that the long-talked-of projected railway between 
Quilimane and British Central Africa will shortly be under 
construction,* the price of land and houss property in Quilimane 
is at least treble what it was last year,and in some cases holders, 
including the Government, refuse to sell at any price whatever, 

ferring to wait for future developments. 

House rent has been raised considerably, and is exceedingly 
high, 14/. to 201. per month being asked for the first-class 
business houses or dwellings situated in the best positions in the 
town, and even at these enormous rentals the proprietors do not 
like granting leases for longer than a year in advance, and in some 
cases only let their houses from month to month. No doubt this 

erated state of affairs is entirely due to the great increase 
in value of all real estate, both at Lourengo ues and 
Beira. 

The Government have, throughout the year, continued to doa 

eat deal of good work, and the town is in many ways much 
improved, especially as regards sanitation. Good roads are being 
made, leading to the various outlying districts, and the swampy 
ground at the back and so near the town is being drained. Thus 
the principal cause of malarial fever, for which Quilimane has so 
long been dreaded, is quickly disappearing. 

Bg » ne of ground nuts have been especially good during the past 
year, consequently the export trade has increased; but in other 
respects trade in general is much the same as in 1895. 


* See General Trade Notes, p. 470, 


” 
5 


458 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIO, ETC. REPORTS. [April 1897. 


The only regular steamship lines calling at Quilimane are the 
German East African Company and Messrs. J. T. Rennie and 
Sons (Aberdeen Line). The former call there regularly every 
. fortnight after connecting with the larger steamers at Beira, from 
both North and South, and have thus secured the principal trade 
of the port. The latter call every month or three weeks from 
Natal, returning there direct. 

A French line of steamers from Madagascar have also called at 
Quilimane a few times during the year, but they are very 
irregular and uncertain as to their future movements. 


TRADE OF LourRENCO MARQUES IN 1896. 


A despatch, dated 17th March last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, enclosing statistics as to the Customs receipts 
and trade of the port of Lourenco Marques for the year 1896. 

From the above it appears that the total value of the imports 
into Lourenco Marques in 1896 amounted to 627,430/.; exports 
for the same period were valued at 8,925/. The transit trade 
amounted in value to 1,532,162, ; re-exports, 8,624/. The total 
value of the trade at the port was thus 2,177,141/7. In 1895 the 
total value was 998,666/.; in 1894, 809,3332.; in 1898, 332,666/. 

The receipts of the Delagoa Bay Railway were calculated ap- 
proximately at 147,555/. in 1896, as compared with 106,444/. in 
1895 


New Raitways 1N PortueGuEse West AFRICA, 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H.G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, stating that a contract was signed on the 11th March 
last, between the Portuguese Government and the representative 
of the Royal Company of Railways across Africa, for the con- 
struction of a line from the terminus point of the Loanda-Ambaca 
Railway, now in course of construction, to Malange, the con- 
ditions being the same as those stipulated for the Loanda- 
Ambaca line. 

The railway to Malange should be opened at the expiration of 
four years from the date of the law approving this contract, which 
will be submitted to the Cortes in the course of the next session, 

The working expenses of the new line are fixed at 1,200,000 
reis (266/.) per kilometre, and the cost of construction per kilo- 
metre will be fixed later on; but in any case, it is not to exceed 
25,500,000 reis. (5,0007.), The new line to Malange will revert 
to the State at the same time as that from Loanda to Ambaca, as 
stipulated in the respective contract. 
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The tariff rates of the Loanda-Ambaca Railway have also been 
modified in the sense of an increase in certain items, but the 
contract of the 11th March is dependent on the sanction of the 
Cortes, which will have to consider the matter in the course of 
next session. 


TrapE Mark CERTIFICATES IN SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 18th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Henry Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy of a Royal Order, dated 
26th February last, providing for the acceptance, for purposes of 
registration in Spain, of translations of foreign trade mark certifi- 
—_ not made by the official translators at the Ministry of 

tate. 


MANUFACTURE OF TIN-PLATE IN ITALY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. E. Fitzgerald Law, it 
is stated that a business which appears to be developing with much 
success, and which is in direct competition with an important 
English industry, is that of making tin-plates. The importation of 
tin-plates, which were formerly received in considerable quan- 
tities from England, bas declined rapidly during the last few years, 
as the Italian industry has progressed, and it seems probable that 
Italy will, at an early date, supply all her own requirements. 
The largest tin-plate works are situated at Piombino, on the coast 
opposite the island of Elba, where there are six rolling mills. 

he production some time ago, with three mills, was about 
80 tons per week, and it is anticipated that this will shortly be 
doubled. At present the steel bars, for rolling, are imported, 
but works are being erected for making the bars from Elba iron, 
which is of excellent quality. A small eng | of bars is 
received from the Italian steel works at Sestra Ponente, near 
Genoa. The Italian bars are rather cheaper than English, but 
are said to be somewhat inferior in quality. The import duty on 
steel bars is 6 fr. per ton; on black plates, 12 fr. per ton ; and on 
tin-plates, 15 fr. 

There are three eight-hour shifts at the rolling mills. Wages 
are paid by piecework, men at the rolling mills earning about 
10 lire per diem (1 lire = 9°6d.) ; doublers, 7 lire ; furnace-men, 
5 to 6 lire; tinners, 4 lire; and lads, 2 lire, The average pro- 
duction per mill per day is 40 boxes, but in cold weather it goes 
up to 50 boxes per day. The Italian hands are said to be very 
steady, efficient workers. 

There must be a considerable advantage, in competition with 
England, in the high rate of production per mill, if the trade 
union in England fixes the maximum production for Engli 
workers at so many boxes per day.—{ Foreign Office Miscellaneous 
Series, No, 417.) 
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[rattan EMIGRATION. 


Owing to agricultural depression the Venetian peasantry are 
every year more inclined to move away from their homes where 
they cannot get a living, and they prefer to run all the risks of a 
voyage across the Atlantic in the hopes of bettering their lot in 
the New World. The following table, embodied in a report of 
Mr. W. Percy Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Florence, to the Foreign Office, shows the emigration from Italy 
since 1885, and the Venetian provinces are stated to have 
furnished nearly half of the total emigration. It is divided into 
two classes, permanent and temporary, the latter consisting of 
emigrants who leave Italy for a short time with the intention of 
returning, and the former of those who leave it definitely :-— 


Number of Emigrants. 


Permanent Tempo 


Emigration. Emigration. 


77,029 80,164 157,193 
85,355 82,474 167,829 
127,747 87,917 215,664 
195,993 94,748 290,786 
113,093 105,319 218,412 
104,733 112,511 217,244 
175,520 118,111 293,631 
107,869 116,298 223,667 
124,312 ~ 122,489 246,751 
105,455 119,868 225,823 
169,513 123,668 293,181 
182,295 128,798 306,093 


—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1847.) 


CommeErciat Mission TO Inp1a. 


Mr. W. Percy Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Florence, states that the Chamber of Commerce of Venice voted a- 
sum towards defraying the cost of sending out a mission to India to 
study the industrial and commercial conditions existing there. ‘The 
mission consisted of Professor Primo Lanzoni and Signor Fries, who 
have already returned to Venice. Professor Lanzoni in his able 
report, besides mentioning the large importation into Venice from 
India of cotton, indigo, hides, pepper, coffee, grain, and rape oils, 
cinnamon, tamarind, cocoanut oil, raw silk, hemp, tow, and other 
textile goods, and the exportation to India of glass beads, mosaics, 
hardware, cements, soap, butter, table wines, furniture, and cotton 


* From the “ Gazzetta Ufficiale,” 27 March 1897. 
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goods, expressed confident hopes that through the splendid ser- 
vice now carried on by the Peninsular and Oriental Company, the 
commerce of India with Venice will rapidly increase. 

Indian cotton is now in competition with American produce. 
It is alleged that some merchants prefer the American cotton, 
because it can be more profitably worked into various fabrics. The 
cotton arriving at Venice comes chiefly from Bombay and Calcutta, 
for the use of Venetian and Lombard cotton mills, but since the 
middle of 1896 several shipments of American cotton, principally 
from New Orleans, have wig sent to Venice.—(Foreign Office 
Annual Series, 1847.) 


RaAItways IN BULGARIA. 


A despatch, dated 17th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Agent at Sofia, 
giving a short account of recent progress in railway construction 
in Bulgaria, and of projected new lines. 

The extension to Radomir of the Sofia-Pernik line was opened 
for traffic on the 18th February. 

The line through the Balkans from Sofia to Roman was opened 
on the 4th of March. It is hoped that the remainder of the line 
from Roman to Shumla will be completed by the end of 1898, 

- The contract for the construction of the Sarambey-Nova Zagora 
line was approved by the Sobranié; but it is still possible that 
the Bulgarian Government may come to terms with the Oriental 
Railway Company, and that the parallel and competing line will 
not be built. 

The contract for the construction of the railway across the 
Bulkans from Rustckuk to Nova Zagora was rejected, but the 
Government was empowered to conclude a contract for the con- 
struction of a line from Rustckuk to Tirnovo, leaving the 
extension of it southwards to be decided later. 

Tenders have been invited for the construction of this line; the 
conditions, plans, &c., may be obtained from the Ministry of 
Public Works on payment of 20 francs.* 

A further despatch, dated March 29th last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General at Sofia, enclosing an extract from “ La Bulgarie,” con- 
taining a list of railways which has been authorised by the 
Soubranié, but for which no tenders have yet been called for. _ 

The list includes branch lines as follows :— 

From Sliyno to the Trans Balkan line. 

Connecting Sistow with the Central line. 

In the direction of Silistra, — 

In the direction of Dobritch. 

From a point on the Mezdra-Lom line to Berkovitza. 


* See Board of Trade Notices, p. 390. 
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“ee — Samokow to the nearest point on existing or projected 
ines. 
From Nikopol to the Central line. 
From Drakova to the Central line. 

‘ The Government undertakes, in addition to the above, to con- 
struct and work the lines from Mezdra to Lom and Widdin ; 
Sistow to Gradischté; Slivno to Kavakli; Radomir to the 
Turkish frontier. 


MAAS. 


British TRADE AND GERMAN COMPETITION IN THE UNITED 
STATEs. 


A rt by Mr. Burrough, British Vice-Consul at Kansas 
City (U.S.A.), has recently been received. at the Foreign Office, 
in which it is stated that, during the past year, many goods of 
German make are finding their way to the West and taking the 
place of British goods. Among the articles noticed are’: chemicals, 

uinine, ammonia, caustic soda, crockery, earthenware, plate-glass, 
Puller’: earth, Portland cement, cutlery, needles, musical instru- 
ments, paints, oils, lithographs, bric-a-brac, paintings, and 
Christmas toys; everything, as near as can be, is marked 
“Germany” or “made in Germany.” 

It is a well-known fact that German exporters have been 
striving for the past year to push their goods into America, and 
certainly have met with some success. It cannot be said that their - 
goods, as a class, are as good as those of British make, but th 
are striving to get a foothold in the country, and these efforts, if 
followed with perseverance, must result in their obtaining some 
trade. 

German cotton prints are noticeable among the large houses, 
but so far they are not pleased with them, as the patterns do not 
suit the trade as do British patterns. 

The question now is: How does Germany push her trade in 
the United States? It is on account of ‘several reasons, 


namely :— : 
ie vp They send commercial travellers through the country to see 
what others are doing, and éxamine closely the prices and 
des. 
* 2. They select the largest dealers, and make prices that will 
secure the orders, placing upon the market an inferior grade or 
an adulterated article at a lower price, at the same time claiming 
for them the best quality. 
3. They ~~ their customers well posted as to prices, furnishing 
the most complete catalogue, all printed in the English language. 
4. The German Government has 19 consuls in the United 
States, as compared with 8 consuls for Great Britain, and the 
German exporters use their consuls for the furtherance of their _ 
trade in every way conceivable ; owing to the la number of — 
consuls, they can cover the ground more thoroughly, and keep 
their Government closer in touch with the general trade. 
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. §. They have. been shipping their goods to the West vid the 
Gulf of Mexico ports, and thus obtaining cheaper rates of 
transportation than could be secured vid the Atlantic ‘coast 


The following are a few suggestions to the British exporters 
which might be of some benefit :— ; 

..1. Don't be afraid to ask your consular officer for information. 

2. Send them your catalogues, so that they can be used should 

occasion require it. 

3. The chambers of commerce should send their businéss 
directory to the consular officers; it is often needed. 

4, Bear in mind that during the past 15 years the trade and 
population ef the United States has moved West, and the whole- 
sale trade can be as easily transacted as in the East ; one-third of 
the population of that country now lives in the Mississippi Valley 
and west of ‘it. Banking facilities in this Western country are 
adequate) 

5, Rates on transportation of goods from Great Britain to 

cities ‘on the Mississippi River and West can be secured much 
cheaper vid the Gulf of Mexico ports than vid Atlantic coast 
ports, and should be well considered. 

6. A good opportunity will be given to the exporters who desire 
to push their at the Trans-Mississippi and International 
Exhibition at Omaha, Nebraska, in 1893. 

Experts estimate that the sale of British. woollen s has 
increased over 200 per cent. in the past three years in the West ; 
but some German goods are also creeping in at present.—( Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1853.) 


JaPANESE TRADE WITH THE Unirep States. 


t 

_ A. report, dated 17th March last, has been received at ‘the 
Foreign Office from Mr, A. G. Vansittart, Her Majesty’s. Consul 
at Chicago, enclosing copy of an extract from a Kansas City 
newspaper relating to;the tour, in the States, of the Japanese 
Minister at' Washington, His Excellency appears to be studying 
for himself the commercial situation in Western parts, in so far 
as there is an opening for Japanese competition. 

It is stated that his stay in Kansas City was so quietly effected 
that no one was aware of his visit until after he had left the 
city. 

The Japanese are, unquestionably, making considerable head- 
way in the various branches of commerce, and are gradually, but 
. surely, learning all the principal details pertaining to the same ; 

and no little uneasiness is felt amongst the leading commercial 
representatives as to the future results which may accrue to J: 
on this head to the detriment of the United States. 
The extract referred to stated that the Minister is making a 
tour of the United States for the purpose of satisfying himself on 
the condition of trade in that country. He has been on this tour 
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about two weeks. In that time he has visited Toronto (Canada), 
New Orleans, Galveston, and other southern points. To a repre- 
sentative of the Associated Press the Japanese Minister said :— 

** My trip South was to look into the cotton trade. My country 
uses a great amount of cotton, and it seems to me that we might 
be able to trade with the United States in this and many other 
commodities. I believe that at present the United States exports 
to Japan about 10,000,000 dols. worth of merchandise annually, 
while Japan sends to the United States about 30,000,000 do 
worth of material annually, This unequal division of trade might 
be remedied. England sends even more of her material to Japan 
than Japan sends to the United States, and buys less from Japan 
than that country does. The United States is nearer Japan t 
England, and I believe that if better facilities of transportation 
could be secured we would have a more equal division of trade 
between Japan and the United States. e are needing lots of 
iron in Japan because of our contemplated railroad extension. 
From what I have gathered thus far I think the United States 
may yet be able to get the Japanese trade, but the merchants 
should make more effort to secure it.” 


Tre ProrecTion OF LIBERIAN LABOURERS SHIPPED FOR 
Foreien SERVICE. 


A despatch, dated 13th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. Cardew, Governor of Sierra Leone and 
Her Majesty’s Consul for Liberia, stating that the Act d by 
the Legislature of Liberia for the better protection of labourers 
shipped from that country for foreign service, has been applied to 
the counties of Montserrado and Grand Bassa, with the object, it 
is stated, to prevent labourers leaving those districts, where there 
are extensive farms, and where, owing to emigration, there has 
been a great scarcity of labour. 

The counties of Montserrado and Grand Bassa include that 
portion of the Republic of Liberia lying between the Mannah 
river and the Sangwine river, which forms the boundary between 
the counties of Grand Bassa and Sinoe. 


i} 

i] 

Hit 

| 

| 

i 

| 

it 

| 

q 

| 

q 

F 


April 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


XX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 


Tue Linen TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” the general condition 
of the market underwent very little change during February, and 
whilst business to a fair amount was effected in most departments, 
it cannot be said that any quotable improvement took place. 
Prices were steady all over. 
In the brown cloth market there was no change whatever to 
report, the demand being rather quiet, though the turnover would 
in the aggregate equal that of the previous month. Roughs sold 
to a fair amount, but at best the demand was quiet. 
Cambric cloth for hemstitching continued in good request, and 
for the middle and fine sets of linen handkerchiefs there was a 
stronger demand; the coarse sets, however, continued neglected. 
In power-loom bleaching cloth there was not so much done as in 
the previous month. 
No improvement in the continental trade in bleached and 
finished linens appeared, and orders received were mainly of a 
sorting up character. The Board of ‘Trade returns for February 
‘showed a falling off in the case of Germany of 3°4 per cent. in 
quantity, and 7 _ cent. in value, compared with the same month 
of last year. In the case of France there was a decrease in 
quantity of 11°4 per cent., but values indicated an improvement 
of 12°8 per cent. Spain showed a drop of about 33:3 per cent. in 
both ‘quantities and values. 

Business in the United States was again limited in amount, and 
pending the adjustment of the tariff, buyers did not seem inclined 
to exceed their immediate wants. For the month of February 
quantities showed a decrease of nearly 11 per cent. and values 
over 30 per cent. 

With the miscellaneous markets business during the month 
was very quiet, and, with the solitary exception of Italy, the value 
of the exports showed a serious falling off comparing February 
with the corresponding period of last year. In the case of the 
West Indies this decrease amounted to 28 per cent. ; COanada, 46 
per cent.; Brazil, 46 per cent.; and Australia, 8 per cent. 

For the two months ended the 28th February 1897, the exports 
of piece-goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease in 
quantity of 18°8 per cent., and in values of over 25 per cent. 
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Imports or Pic Iron anp STEEL INTO THE 
Kinepom FRoM THE Unitep Srartes. 
According to a return received at the Borad of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty's Customs the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of February 
and March 1897 was as follows :— 


Quantity. 


February. March. - 


: Tons. Tons. 
Pig iron - - - 7,783 3,701 18,099 


Steel, unwrought - - 6,868 2,082 32,723 


The amount for the previous month of 1897 was as follows, the 
value not being stated :— 
Tons. 


Pigiron = - - 9,022 
Steel, unwrought - 3,198 


Exectric IN EvuRopE. 


Mr. Thomas Ewing Moore, United States Commercial Agent. 
at Weimar, in a report to his Government, states that locomotion 
by means of electricity is gradually gaining ground in the 
various States of Europe, though not to the same extent as 
has been the case in the United States, which could hardly be 
expected, considering the advances in construction and working of 
the different systems employed there. 

During 1895 the total number of electric railways or tramways 
in Europe rose from 70 toJ11; the length of lines from 435 to 
5604 miles, and the power of the “centrals” from 18,150 to 
25,095 kilos. watt, while the number of cars increased from 1,236 
to 1,747. 

In mileage of electric railways, Germany is foremost among 
European nations, having 252 miles of lines ; then follow France, 
with 82 miles; Great Britain and Ireland, 664 miles; Austria- 
Hungary, 44 miles; Switzerland, 29 miles; Italy, 24} miles. 
Servia, Russia, Belgium, and Spain have but from 6°21 miles to 
1864 miles, while the remaining countries have less than 
4°97 miles each. 

Of these 111 lines 91 are worked on the overhead surface 
system, 12 on the underground system, and 8 by means of 
accumulators. 

A large number of electric railways which were building during 
1895 have been finished in 1896. It is estimated that the new 
lines of the present year will exceed in number and mileage those 
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constructed in 1895, and it would appear from the activity shown 
in planning and laying.out new routes that next year will show a 
like increase. 

The capital invested in Germany alone in electric lines is 
estimated at 100,000,000 marks. German industry and German 
capital are responsible for the advance shown in this new depar- 


ture in the Empire. It is due in a great measure to the Rhenish- - 


Westphalian iron industries having been for years trained in the 
roduction of street-railway material, both for the home and 
oreign market. 

German electrical companies and supply manufactories have 
greatly increased in number and capital during the past few 
years, and are constructing electric lines with steam engines down 
to the smallest. isolator, thus giving an impetus to the boiler and 
car manufacturers. 

Among the larger cities, Berlin is just about to introduce 
general electric locomotion in its streets. At present it is 
almost entirely dependent on the old horse tramway and omnibus 
service. Hamburg and Leipsic have their electric street railways 
nearly completed. 

The overhead sufface system, owing to its being cheaper than 
the two remaining systems, will continue to be prefe for the 
lines contemplated or in course of construction. 


Sprnnine Minis at CREFELD. 


' The United States Consul at Crefeld reports to his Government 
that, under the name and firm of Crefeld Baumwoll-Spinnerei 
(Crefeld Cotton-Spinning Mill), a company with a capital of 
1,800,000 marks (90,0002) has recently been organised in the city 
of Crefeld. 
The new company intends at first to spin Nos. 30, 40, and 50, 
and it may be of some interest to state, further, that the cotton 
arns used in Crefeld and its vicinity for the manufacture of 
half silks and velvets are but rarely under No. 40; numbers from 
No. 40 to No. 120 and upward are mostly used, of which yarns 
the greater part is imported from England and some from 
Miihlhausen, in Alsace. For these yarns, Egyptian cotton is 
erally preferred, since its ae 4 is regarded far superior to 
Todian and American cotton. ere are several other cotton- 
spinning mills in this consular district (Viersen and M. Gladbach) 
spinning yarns from No. 4 to No. 30, English, of Indian and 
merican cotton, bought according to prices, qualities, freights, 
and duty thereon. Another cotton-spinning mill at Uerdingen, 
on the Rhine, near i is under construction and will proba- 
bly as operation within a year, and this will spin yarns of lower 
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IN GERMANY 


In spite of freight reductions on coal all over the Empire and 
attendant efforts to encourage the consumption of coal from 
German mines, England sent Germany in 1895 4,000,000 tons. 


. According to a report of Mr. Monaghan, United States Consul 


at Chemnitz—along the Rhine, hitherto one of the greatest 
waterways for the transportation of coal, only 15,000 tons passed 
in 1895, while three Rhine ports—Ruhrort, Duisburg, and 
Hochfelden—in the first nine months of 1896 took 500,000 tons 
of German coal. The North Sea ports took 1,800,000 tons, and 
ports on the Baltic 2,166,666 tons of English coal. Hamburg 
alone took 1,400,000 tons; Stettin-Swinemunde, 800,000 tons ; 
Danzig a little more and Kiel a little less than 250,000 tons; and 
Konigsberg-Pillau about 250,000 tons. The rest was spread 
ents small ports. In 1896, the imports of coal have gone up. 
Of the 341,000 tons increase for the first six months of 1896 
almost all (over 90 per cent.) came from England. Berlin, more 
than any other city in the Empire, shows how powerful is English 
coal as a competitor with that produced im Germany. In the 
September quarter of 1896 the capital of the Empire took, for 
local consumption, 127,000 tons, against 93,000 tons for the 
same period of the year previous—34,000 tons, or 40 per cent. 
increase. These figures ad more important when one knows 
that the increase of Berlin’s consumption of German coal was 
from 304,000 tons (for the period of time taken) to 339,000 tons, 
not fully 12 per cent., while the: total consumption (for the same 
time) increased from 397,000 tons to 466,000 tons—increase, 17 
r cent. Berlin’s increase is relatively smaller than that indicated 
by the umounts credited above to the three Rhine ports. In the 
first nine months of 1896, in these ports, the increase was 28 per 
cent., or from 400,000 tons to 520,000 tons, The entire German 
increase in consumption reached 200,000 tons, while that of the 
coal export was only 15,000tons. Not the least interesting factor 
in forming an estimate of the Empire’s competing capacity is this 
of coal production, consumption, and the amount imported. The 
cheaper labour, if it is cheaper than England’s, is often set off 
by just such items. England has here advantages over all her 
continental rivals. Her coal is cheaper and better than theirs. 


Propvuction oF Coat, Iron, AND STEEL IN BeLGium IN 
1896. 

The following table, based on statistics published in the 
** Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” shows the production of coal, 
iron, and steel in Belgium in the year 1896, as compared with 
1895 :— 
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Coal - - - - 

Cast iron 933,000 829,000 
Sheet iron, plates, &c. - - - 520,000 446,000 
Steel ingots, &c. - - 599,000 455,000 
Steel rails, sheets, &c. - 499,000 368,000. 


Tue BriquEtTte TRADE. 


According to the “Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” the 
quantity of briquettes exported from Belgium in 1896 amounted 
to 467,995 tons, as against 459,702 tons in 1895 and 573,463 tons 
in 1894. The largest importer was France which received 177,946 
tous in 1896. e United States follows with 62,490 tons, the 
countries next in order of importance being Switzerland 51,920 
tons, Luxembourg 36,765 tons, and United Kingdom 23,075 
tons. 


Frenou SuGar PRopvuction. 


The French “ Bulletin” of the Minister of Agriculture for 
March last, states that the sugar season of 1894-95 is characterised 
by two principal features, viz., the marked increase in the output 
(a larger amount than has ever been produced in France), and the 
diminution in prices. 

Sugars of 88° have fallen from 33°86 frs., the average price 
(per 100 kilogs.) of 1893-94 to 26°50 frs., and No. 3 sugars 
from 85°65 frs. to 27°65 frs. This is a result of the general 
over-production, to which France, long the most important of 
producing countries, has only contributed in a slight degree. 

Twenty years ago, in 1874-75, Germany produced 250,708 tons 
of raw sugar, Austria 106,312 tons, and France 450,711 tons, 
In 1894-95 the output of raw sugar has risen in Germany to 
1,831,600 tons, in Austria to 1,044,500 tons, but in France to 
only 745,100 tons. 


Tue TRADE or PorTuGcar 1896. 


From figures given in the monthly trade accounts of Portugal 
for December last, it appears that the total value of imports 
(including bullion and specie) into that country for the year 1896 
amounted to 40,815,000 milreis (milreis = 4s. 6d.) as compared 
with 41,005,000 milreis in 1895. The exports for 1896 (including 
bullion and specie) were valued at 29,880,000 milreis as com- 
pared with 29,269,000 milreis in 1895. 


| 1896. | 1895. 
Tons. Tons. 
} 
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Proposep RarLway IN MozAMBIQUE. 


Mr. Hollis, United States Consul at Mozambique, in a report to 
his Government, states that the obstructions to navigation, shoals, 
rapids, &c. on the Zambesi River have always contributed largely 
toward the excessive cost of transport from the coast to Britis 
Central Africa. It is now proposed to construct a railway from 
Quilimane to a point on the British Central African border just 
above the rapids on the Kuo river, a distance of about 190 or 200 
miles, A decree of the Lisbon Government has just been pub- 
lished authorising the Zambesi railway company, a Portuguese 
corporation, to issue 4 per cent, bonds to the amount of 1,400,000/. 
(6,813,100), redeemable at par in 65 years or less. This sum will 
constitute the capital of the company and will be expended (so 
reads the decree) in constructing and working the said railway 
which must be completed by the end of the year 1900. Any manu- 
facturer of railway supplies or equipment wishing to do business 
with this company must go to Lisbon, where the head offices are 
located, and there negotiate with the leading officials. 


Eq@yprTian TRADE IN 1896. 


The Bulletin Mensuel de la Direction générale des douanes 
Egyptiennes states that the value of the imports into Egypt 
(including tobacco and tombac) for the first 10 months of 1896 
amounted to £ E. 7,506,000 (Egyptian £ = Il. 0s. 7d.) of which 
the principal articles were textile goods, £ E. 2,345,000 ; cereals, 
&c., £ E. 1,024,000 ; and wood, coal, &., £ E. 813,000. 

The exports for the same period were valued at £ E. 9,280,000 
the principal articles of export being also textile products, £ E. 
6,738,000, and cereals, &. £ E. 1,552,000. 


Proposep AMERICAN SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY. 


A correspondent of the “ Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia) states 
that the new Administration will propose the establishment of a 
new cabinet minister, to be called the Secretary of Commerce 
and Industry. No doubt, adds the correspondent, many thinking 

“men have remarked the absence in the organisation of a popular 
government of any official recognition of the industries of the 
people, and have compared this state of things with that 

revailing in Europe. In England, the President of the Board of 

rade is usually a member of the Cabinet. In France, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce is one of the Cabinet. 
In Germany, the Federal Council, or administrative body, corre- 
sponding to the American Cabinet, has, as one of its standing 
committees, that on trade and commerce, 
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It is easy to see how much a special branch of the Administra- 
tion, charged with the general industrial interests of the country 
might do for their benefit. The relations of mining, cattle-raising, 
agriculture, manufactures, transportation by land and by internal — 
and external waterways, and finance, to each other and to the 
general prosperity, are so complicated and so extensive, that 
there should be an official centre where intelligence could be 
collected and from which wise legislation could be directed on all 
questions connected with these subjects. 


Exports or Pig Iron FRoM THE UNITED STATES. 


The “Tron Age” gives the following statement showing the 
monthly exports of pig iron from the United States in 1896 :— - 


Month. 


62,071 


The rapid increase during the past four months of the year will 
be noticed. 


BessEMER STEEL PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York), publishes 
some statistics compiled by the American Iron and Steel Associa- 
tion of the production of Bessemer steel in the United States in 
1896. 

The figures inelude the complete production of Bessemer steel 
ingots and Bessemer steel rails in the United States, except the 
comparatively small quantity of standard rails and street rails 
which were made by manufacturers from purchased blooms, In 
the statistics of ingots produced are included the production of 
the few Clapp-Griffiths and Robert-Bessemer plants, and also the 
production of steel castings by all Bessemer works and the single 
alrand-Legenisel plant at Chicago. 


| Tons. | Dollars. | 
January - 1,819 34,253 
April - - - 2,685 41,413 
May - be 2,248 31,483 
June - 3,426 46,323 
July - 3,028 36,090 
August - - 2,001 24,790 
September - - - 6,804 105,299 
October. 8,063 126,615 
November - - 9,755 178,315 ‘ 
December ~- - - - 17,835 233,042 
ij 
§ 
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The total production of Bessemer steel ingots in 1896 showed 
a decrease from 1895 of 989,222 tons, or over 20 per cent. The 
production of 1895 was much the largest of any yearly period. 


. The following table gives the production of Bessemer steel ingots 


in the last 10 years, in long tons :— 


Years. Bessemer Ingots. Years. Bessemer Ingots. 
1887 - - 2,936,033 1892 . - 4,168,435 
1888 - - 2,511,161 1893 - 3,215,686 
1889 2,930,204 1894 - 8,571,313 
1890 - - 3,688,871 1895 - - 4,909,128 
1891 3,247,417 1896 3,919,906 


Notwithstanding the decrease, the output of 1896 was larger 


1892. 


than that of any year previous to 1895, with the exception of 


The following table gives the production of Bessemer steel 
ingots by States in the last four years, in gross tons :— 


States. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 
Pennsylvania- - -| 2,126,220 | 2,834,548 | 2,978,924 .| 9,299,814 
.- -| $14,829 581,540 866,531 780,105 
363,974 719,954 568,535 
Other States - -| 426,496 291,251 343,719 278,452 

Total - - -| 3,215,686 | 3,571,313 | 4,909,128 | 3,919,906 


The following table shows the production by States of Bessemer 
steel rails for four years, in long tons :— 


States. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 
Pennsylvania - -| 689,431 606,866 837,043 663,096 
Other States - - 164,662 71,285 104,988 128,949 
Tol - - 1,036,353 904,020 | 1,266,081 | 1,102,892 


The production of steel rails in 1892 was 1,458,732 tons, or 
greater than that of any year shown in the table. The growth 
of the steel production has been due chiefly to the application of 
steel to other uses. 


Tue Risk or tHE American IRON INDUSTRY. 
According to an American paper, the “Iron Age” of Chicago, 
the English iron makers are steadily drifting into a more unfavour- 
able position. In the days when it teok three and four tons of 
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coal to produce one ton of finished product the location of iron- 
making plants near the fuel was natural, and the ore went to the 
coal. Now the tendency all over the world is toward the ore, 
because improvements of manufacture have lessened the fuel con- 
sumption until the quantity required is little more than one ton 
of coal, converted into coke, per ton of steel, while the ore is a 
fixed quantity, say, over two tons per ton of product. Since 
England must import the bulk of its ore from sources failing in 
some important respects, and since even its cost of fuel is steadily 
rising, its position is growing steadily more unfavourable. 

Germany has very cheap ore relatively near at hand, but the 
ore is very poor as compared with American. The coal is costly, 
but that is partly compensated for by the success in reducing the 
cost of coking to a minimum by utilising the by-products. It 
is said that the greatest single reduction in the item of cost 
which lies ahead for American makers of iron will be in intro- 
ducing German methods of coking. 

These, in the opinion of the “Iron Age” are the grounds 
which justify the conviction that at no very distant date the 
United States will be able to permanently control a share of the 
world’s markets in steel and its products. For the present it must 
be admitted that only the abnormal conditions existing on both 
sides of the Atlantic justify the export movement which has been 
in progress, but these conditions will probably change pretty soon, 
oak in the meantime, America will steadily develop until she 
reaches the point when she shall have come into the world’s 
market to stay. 


Tae TRADE OF GALVESTON. 


According to the “ Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia) deep water 
has been secured at Galveston a little over a year ago. The 
survey, under the direction of Major A. M. Miller, shows 21 feet 
for January 1896, 24} feet for December, and for last month 
25 feet. 

As a result of deep water, the business of the port has shown a 
remarkable increase. Exports have increased 60 per cent., and 
are no longer confined to a few articles. The import business is 
enlarging, having more than doubled in the past year. With more 
regular steamship lines this business will go on improving, as the 
importers of the trans-Mississippi country are anxious to change 
their port as soon as regular service can be guaranteed to them, 

The size of vessels has increased very materially during the 
year. The boats wont to call in past years were small vessels of 
light draught, commensurate with the facilities of the port. Now 
vessels of any size that the trade demands can come up to the 
wharves, load to their full draught, and leave the port without the 
slightest difficulty. In fact, the question of draught is no longer 
considered for the average vessel. 
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On 


British versus GERMAN ENTERPRISE IN BRAZIL. — 
A. correspondent of the “South American Journal,” writing 
from Rio Grande do Sul on January 29, and referring to the 
intention of the Brazilian Government to lease the State railways 
in pursuance of their economical policy, says that French, Belgian, 
and German syndicates have been formed to bid for the leasing 
of the railways, but no English syndicate ; and that the Germans 
seem to be superseding the British all over the country. For- 
merly, in 1859, English import houses were established throughout 
in all the principal sea-coast towns. Now the reverse is the case— 
the English houses are closed, and German are there in their stead. 
With regard to the shipping trade, there are two lines of German 
steamers direct from Hamburg bringing goods from every part of 
the world, even from the United States. They even go to Cardiff 
to load coal and patent fuel for the railway companies in Brazil. 
This trade was formerly in British hands, but the Germans have 
got ahead. If the German syndicate gets the lease of the railways, 
a tremendous impulse will be given to German trade and Germun 
influence in Brazil; and German engineers, mechanics, and work- 
men will gain many advan by being appointed to their 
several posts. leaviend 


Tur TecHNicaAL Mustum at Hone Kona. 


The “ Manufacturer” (Philadelphia) states that attention has 
been called to the great success attending the “ Technical 
Museum” in Hong Kong, which, about a year ago, was estab- 
lished by Tschingtscha missionaries. Beginning in a small 
way, it has been gradually extended, and has e@ very 
popular with the Chinese, 82,000 of whom visited it during the 
last year. The Chinese cannot be convinced or enlightened b 
circulars or pictures, and hold fast to the belief that the Celesti 
are vastly superior to the Western barbarians. But when they 
see, as in this Hong Kong museum, the wonderful achievements 
of electrical machines, little models of railroads in full operation, 
and other technical appliances, then they become interested, 
susceptible to conviction, and willing to have the thing introduced 
in their country or their houses. 


Trape Iyrerests AT CHUNGKING. . 


The Chungking correspondent of the “ North China Herald ” 
states that the Blackburn commercial mission arrived there in 
January, and is of opinion, that there is every reason why 
Great Britain should watch with care her commercial interests in 
those parts. So far only one English merchant has ventured in 
person to establish a business house in Chungking, although there 
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are in the place the representatives of two German firms, and 
also one French tleman who is trading on his own account. 
What seems to NE risetied is the actual presence of energetic 
business men who would, whether as agents or on their own 
private interests, be it oph to superintend or, if need be, them- 
selves do the work falling ‘within the limits of their aims and 
purpose. Business in Chunking must be made, and indeed only 
can be made by men who are intelligent enough and at the same 
time willing to compass legitimate ends at some personal sacrifice, 
Doubtless proxies have their use, but native proxies will never 
secure the results that would to a certainty fall to men working 
sagaciously and patiently and, as far as possible, independently of 
parasitical native go-betweens. Of course it goes without saying 
that a knowledge, a working knowledge, of the language and 
customs of the country is absolutely essential to success. The 
Blackburn Commission has probably discovered that there are 
many openings for goods of British manufacture in the province 
of Szechuan, especially if the goods can be supplied at rates as 
low as those quoted by continental firms. So far, and in regard 
to the most significant imports, England has as yet no competitor 
in the West (Germany being by a stretch of the imagination a 
possible exception), and it remains with her merchants and manu- 
facturers to devise those schemes which shall have the effect of. 
consolidating and developing her trade — vast population 
of that great and ever-expanding market. e present commis- 
sion is highly creditable to England, and there is no doubt that 
the members have put their great technical knowledge to excellent 
use, 


Iron Works 1n Curna, 


The New York “Engineering and Mining Journal” reports 
that, according to advices from Peking, a number of influential 
gentlemen of Honan have petitioned the Tsung-li Yamen to be 
allowed to buy up all the iron ore of the- province and smelt 
it in foreign style in furnaces to be built at a market town 
called Tsinghuachen, in the prefecture of Weihuifu, Honan. 
The pig iron will then be sent by the Grand Canal route 
to Tientsin, where iron and steel works are to be built at 
the expense of the syndicate; but the manager is to be 
appointed by the Viceroy of Chihli. The output of the works 
will be sent to the naval shipbuilding yards of the Government, 
and they will also supply rails, &. for the railways of the 
country. The syndicate intends also to buy four steam launches 
to tow the iron-laden junks in the Grand Canal. The scheme 
has been sanctioned by both the Tsung-li Yamen and the Viceroy 
Wang, of Chihli. 
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GERMAN ENTERPRISE IN CHINA. 


A recent number of the Chicago “Iron Age” states that a 
Berlin firm has been entrusted by the Chinese Government with 
the organisation of the arsenal of Hankow, China. German 
éngineers and foremen are to superintend the working of the 
arsenal, and a certain number of these are reported to have already 


left Berlin for China. 


THe ConDITION OF TrIMor. 
The “ North China Herald” states that things in Timor are 
going from bad to worse. The finances of this colony are in a 
parlous condition. The treasury is empty, and the pay of the 
officials greatly in arrear, although the Lisbon Government have . 
sent out some 35,0U0 dols. by way of relief. The petty war with 
the natives has been brought to a conclusion, but it has about 
ruined the colony. Prices of food are so high, and the rule of the 
Governor so arbitrary, that numbers of the Portuguese and 
Chinese have left and sought a refuge in Dutch Timor. The 
prospects, therefore, both of trade and of the revenue, are very 
sombre. 


ProsectED NEw RAILWway IN 


According to a report of the French Consul at Larnaca 
(Cyprus), published in the “ Journal Officiel,” the Government of 
Cyprus has decided to construct a railway from Nicosia to 
Larnaca, and foreigners will be allowed to tender for the same. 
The line will be about 30 miles in length and will run by way of 
Aradipo, Coschi, Athienan, and Piroi. 


Wueat Crop or Benear, 1896-97. 


’ The Department of Land Records and Agriculture, Bengal, 
has issued a preliminary note on the wheat crop of Bengal, 
1896-97, which states that returns have been received from all 
the wheat-growing districts in Bengal except two, viz., Darjeeling 
and Hazaribagh. In neither of these two districts is the wheat 
crop of much importance. The district returns refer to the 
condition of the crop in the latter part of January. 

The districts of the Patna division contain a little under one- 
half, and those of the Bhagalpur division about a third of the 
total wheat-growing area in these provinces, which may be 
estimated at between a million and a quarter anda million and a 
half of acres. The Murshidabad and Rajshahi districts are the 
more important wheat-growing districts in Bengal proper. 
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The monsoon rainfall of 1896 was not only very deficient, but 
came to an unusually early termination in the latter part of 
September. The month of October and the first three weeks of 
November were wholly rainless, and the absence of rain durin 
this period, and the short rainfall of the previous months, redu 
the moisture of the soil and interfered with the preparation of 
land and the sowing of the radi crops ee. : 

In consequence of the drought which set in at the end of 
September, the area sown in wheat this year shows a large falling 
off from that of the previous year. 


The total area sown in wheat in Bengal, exclusive of Darjeeling 
and Hazaribagh, has been estimated at 1,234,500 acres, against 
1,414,300 acres in 1895-96, thus showing a decrease of 179,800 
acres or 12°7 per cent. on the area sown last year. The returns 
for the last four years give an average area of 1,441,000 acres 
cultivated with wheat, exclusive of the areas sown in Darjeeling 
and Hazaribagh. The decrease in this year’s area amounts to 
nearly 14 per cent. on the average for the last four years. 

According to the prospects of the crop as they appeared about 
the end of January, the outturn is expected to be about two- 
thirds of the average, or much the same as was obtainec| last year, 
but over a larger area. The short rainfall of the last monsoon, 
and the entire absence of rain during October and the greater 
ove of November, account for the poor prospects. The crop was 

nefited by the rain which fell at the end of December and in 
January, but this rain was not sufficient to change the crop into a 
good one. 


: ‘Tue InprAn Fisuertes 


The “ Pioneer Mail,” in a report on the Fisheries Bill for 
India, recently passed by the Imperial Legislative Council, states 
that Sir John Woodburn, in moving the report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill, said that the Bill as introduced was 
designed for the protection and development of the fish supply in 
India, a very important article of diet to large classes of the 
people; and it was divided into two parts as introduced. The 
first part had for its object the prevention and prohibition of 
certain wasteful and wanton methods of fish capture, and the 
provision of a regulation giving a certain amount of control over 
methods for the capture of fish everywhere. The other part of 
the Bill concerned itself with the protection of the rights of 
er owners and private fisheries. The Bill was circulated to 
ocal governments according to the usual practice, and, in reply, 
the Sovomninn has received strong advice that the second 
portion of the Bill should not be proceeded with. . 

The Select Committee was therefore practically concerned 
solely with the first part of the Bill which regards the control of 
methods for the capture of fish. The Bill prohibits the use of 
dynamite and poisoning in all waters, methods which are very 
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injurious because they destroy a quantity of fish which is out of 
all proportion to the requirements of the fisher himself. They 
destroy probably not only more edible fish than he requires at 
the moment, but also multitudes of fry and small fish which are 
not edible at all. The Committee have agreed that these methods 
of capture should be almost without exception totally prohibited. 

The rules and regulations for the capture of fish in the public 
rivers have been largely simplified. The most important of them 
is the regulation of the size of the meshes of the nets used in 
fishing. It is said that if the meshes are of sufficient size to 
permit escape of fry and small fish, that the addition to the fish 
supply in the main rivers will be very considerable; for example, 
in the Mahanuddy in the Central Provinces where the supply of 
fish has very materially diminished. It hus not been proposed to 
take power to introduce any regulations that are in force in 
public waters, in any private waters without the consent of the 
owners. It is in the fish supply of the main rivers, on which the 
supply of India at large depends, and it is sufficient to pass a 
simple measure which regulates fishing in public waters and 
which altogether prohibits everywhere a system of fishing by 
dynamite and poison. 


Tue Progress or British Borneo in 1896, 


The “Straits Budget” referring to the progress made by 
British North Borneo in 1896, says that the revenue for that year 
is expected to exceed the estimate, notwithstanding that the 
import duty on rice was taken off at the beginning of October. 
Considerable sums have been expended during the year*on capital 
account for road and railway construction, overland telegraph line, 
local telephone lines, and cultivation of tobacco at Sapong. 
Trade, especially in exports, has largely increased, and much 
progress has been made during the year in the matter of new 
roads to open up the country. The past year has been one of 
activity in telegraphs, and has witnessed the completion of the 
land line connecting Sandakan, the capital, with the Labuan 
cables vid Mempakul. The line passes through the least known 
and most sparsely populated parts of the country. Its con- 
struction has been effected with considerable difficulty and its 
maintenance can only be carried out by a systematic organisation 
of linesmen and coolies simultaneously working throughout its 
entire length. The dearth of labour has hitherto prevented this 
system of maintenance from being carried out over the entire line, 
so that only portions are open for communication. i 

Coffee cultivation is extending, and the tobacco crops generally 
have been heavy and good in quality. 

' Dr, Seelhorst, the Government Geologist in British North 
Borneo, has sent in a report on the Bole district there, reputed to 
be gold-bearing. He points out that the formation explored in 
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the district is that deemed gold-bearing in the Coolgardie gold- 
fields. But, while wna this, it must be noted that Ay the 
latter district, quartz reefs are a distinguishing feature, while in 
Bole they are entirely absent. That the Bole district is auriferous 
is no new announcement. For some years Chinese have m 

to earn about 2 dols. per day by washing the alluvial deposits 
containing the precious metal in small quantities. The great 
question, which is still unsolved, is, of course, whether this gold- 
bearing area offers inducements to those who can bring European 
capital and machines to the spot. 


THe Port or Harrrax (Nova Soorta). 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto states that the importance 
of Halifax as a world’s seaport is well illustrated by a table in the 
last “ Trade and Navigation Return.” It is there shown not only 
that the tonnage visiting Halifax is greater than that of any 
Canadian port except Montreal and Quebec—almost equalling 
the latter, for while the tonnage entered inwards at Quebec in 
1896 was 629,426 tons, that of Halifax was 605,345 tons—but 
that the Nova Scotian capital surpasses all Canadian ocean ports 
in the variety of shipping that comes to her harbour. Besides 
810 steamers and ships of 525,600 tons under the British flag, 
there were entered inwards from sea last year 165 of 79,668 tons, 
under the Scandinavian, French German, Italian, ian, 
Danish, Russian, Austrian, Dutch, and Portuguese flags. The 
countries from which all these ships came to her harbour embraced 
the United States, Newfoundland, and the West Indies, Madeira, 
and the Philippine Islands, Gibraltar, Greece, and various 
countries of northern Europe. 479 of them were sailing ships, the 
remainder steamers. The sea fishery fleet embraced 106 schooners, _ 
7,416 tons. It is noticeable that the shipping coming to Quebec 
is all embraced under six heads, viz, British, Scandinavian, 
German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish, and the 758,969 tons of 
Montreal practically the same nationalities, with the United 
States added. St. John (297,734 tons) embraces seven countries, 
Yarmouth (140,000 tons) two, and Victoria (181,448 tons) six ; 
while Halifax shows 12 nationalities of vessels trading to 24 
different countries, ae 


Minerat Propuction 1n Nova Soorta. 


The “ Monetary Times? of Toronto states that the report of 
the Provincial Department of Mines, for the year ended with 
September last, has been laid before the Nova Scotia Legislature. 
It shows,’ comparison with the year preceding, a noticeable 
increasei n the :quantity of coal raised, and a minor increase in 
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gold extracted ; but the output of iron ore is less than half that 
of 1895. The reason given for this serious decrease in iron ore 
is the importation by the Nova Scotia Steel Company of a large 
quantity of ore from Bell Island, Conception Bay, on the island 
of Newfoundland, and also from Spain. A summary of the 
mineral production of the province during that period compared 
with the previous 12 months, is as follows :— 


1895. 1896. 
Coal - - . - Tons 2,089,245 2,235,472 
Coke - - 41,497 58,741 
Gypsum - - ee 133,300 130,489 
Tron ore - 79,636 36,334 
Limestone 39,173 31,171 
Manganese - - 110 129 
Gold - Be. 22,112 25,596 
Grindstones (value) - - Dols. 17,189 30,317 


Tne Economic Conp1iTIon oF British HonpurRaAs. 


A correspondent of the Chicago “ Iron Age” states that there 
is a fine deep water harbour at Belize, the capital of British 
Honduras, once the barrier of reefs is passed, some 10 miles out 
at sea, The town is well built and conveniently situated to com- 
mand the traffic of the interior, as two important rivers come 
down to the sea not many miles away, and roads connect it 
with the mahogany and coffee country of Northern Guatemala. 
A line of light draft steamers ply on the Belize river ; the yearly 
traffic of this line could be improved and many of the merchants 
complain of the irregular service and poor accommodations on the © 
present line. The excessive heat which is usually felt in the 
tropics is tempered during several months of the year by the 
breezes from the Caribbean Sea, so that commercial travellers 
and merchants generally need not fear either heat or fever during 
the months from November to April. 

There are few firms in Belize devoted to one speciality; the 
stores are usually large and have general stocks of dry goods, 
hardware, groceries, &c. Most of the mercantile community seem 
impressed with the great need of direct steamship lines between 
the coast of Central America and the United States. They say 
that much of the sugar and coffee machinery, as well as saw mills, 
come from the North American factories ; but, heretofore, owing 
to the lack of reciprocity in trade, they have either had to go 
to Europe for their goods, or lose considerable money in drafts 
and exchange. As British Honduras is entirely beyond the line 
of frost, there are no ruinous results, such as have occurred 
in Louisiana and Florida. Both oranges and sugar grow with 
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extraordinary rapidity and obtain the best prices. One of the 
advantages of sugar growing on all this coust is that there is 
no need of replanting, as in the South and in Cuba. The high 
and dry lands of the range are devoted to coffee and tobacco. 
The back country generally is covered with forests of mahogany, 
rosewood, logwood, and ebony: It is claimed by planters that 
logwood, cultivated within easy distance of the coast, would bring 
something like 100/. per acre. 

Should the present surveys for a railroad from Belize, through 
the Coban and Vera Paz regions to Guatemala city, prove feasible, 
a large area of sugar and coffee lands would be thrown open all 
along the line. 

any of the towns along the route have but small stores, badly 
stocked in everything appertaining to the hardware line, and nine 
out of ten articles are of German mauufacture. If firms would 
send enterprising agents throughout the interior a good trade in 
a rich country would soon be developed. 


Tue TRADE or Lagos, 


The “Lagos Echo” states that, according to the returns 
to hand for the period July— December 1896, the total 
value of imports into the colony was 442,075/. as against 
459,302/. for the same period in 1895—a decrease of 17,2271 
The total amount of exports for the same period in 1896 was 
450,698, as against 568,423/. in 1895, showing the enormous 
decrease of 117,7261. 

The decrease, particularly in the exports, is very marked and 
unusual, and speaks volumes for the retrogression of the trade of 
the colony. e item of export in which there is the greatest 
decrease is rubber, of which commodity there were exported from 
July to December 1896, 3,541,287 Ibs., valued at 198,167/7, as 
against 4,480,871 Ibs., valued at 240,127/., in 1895, a decrease of 
939,584 lbs., valued at 41,9592 A large portion of this decrease 
may be set down to the fact that the yield in the near districts 
has been about exhausted, the trees being nearly all destroyed by 
the reckless manner in which the bark is stripped; so that 
collectors have now to seek their supply further from home, 
where the difficulties of transportation and the additional expense 
have been such as to discourage many from pursuing the industry. 
Palm kernels also, however, and palm oil show—especially the _ 
fourmer—if not such a large decrease, at any rate a sufficiently 
marked one. 


or Nata In 1896. 

According to the “ South African Trade Journal,” the trade of 
Natal for the year 1896 shows an extraordinary expansion, ‘The 
value of the imports amounted to 5,437,862/., as compared with 
2,469,308. for 1895, The number of ships entered inwards was 
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740, as compared with 540 for the previous year. The. Customs 
Revenue was 371,181/., as against 198,295/. for 1895. The total 
value of exports last year was 1,785,375/., made up as follows :— 
Produce, 849,108/. ; non-colonial geods, 329,4111 ; exported 
overland in transit, 606,856/. Included in the non-colonial goods 
was rough goods of the value of 102,624, 


TRADE OF THE CaPE. 
ok A communication, dated April 7 last, has been received from 
it the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts 
Vall from the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of - 
it March 12 last, from which it appears that the valne of the 
imports into the Colony for the two months ended February 28, 
1897, including bullion and specie, amounted to 3,008,133/., as 
com d with 3,599,896/. for the corresponding period of 1896. 
With regard to the exports, the total value for the two months 
ended February 28, 1897, including specie, was 2,689,476/., as 
compared with 2,494,291/. for the corresponding period of 1895. 


Revenve Returns or Care 


A communication, dated 24th March last, has been received from 
| the a for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copy of 
the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” containing com- 
| parative statements, from which it appears that the revenue 
| 


received in the month of January last was 616,978/, showing 1 
net decrease of 11,767/. on the corresponding amount for 1896. 

For the seven months, July—January 1896-97, it amounted to 
i | 4,252,364/., showing a net increase of 422,849/. on the amount 
| - ..for the corresponding period of 1895-96. 


- Customs anp InLanpD Revenve or Victoria In 1896, 


hy According to the “ Australasian Trade Review ” the Victorian 
iit ~+ Customs revenue for 1896 shows, in the main, satisfactory move- 
ments, good increases being shown under 14 items out of 18. The 
We most serious decrease is that of 27,190/. on tobacco. But for the 
iv absence of the primage duty, which accounted for a deficiency of 
ca 79,093/., the net increase for the year would have exceeded 
y 100,000/. The increases on spirits (61,425/.) and sugar (21,0712.) 
were the most important. In excise and inland revenue a falling- 
. off was chown in receipts for spirit duties, but beer and tobacco, on 
be the other hand, each showed a fair increase. Probate duties gave 
an increase of 54,3141, or rather more than the net increase on 
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XXI—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—At a monthly meeting of this Chamber held on 
31st March last, the secretary reported that he had written for, 
and received samples of goods from the War Office used by the 
Department. The samples included cotton goods, bleached and 
unbleached, linings for clothing, Turkey red for sashes, and a 
variety of other goods. Ina note accompanying the samples the 
War Office said manufacturers in the district could tender for the 
supply of any of the samples. The Chamber were of opinion that 
if this were done it would, to a great extent, obviate any possi- 
bility of the War Office receiving foreign-made goods, and would . 
ve an opening for Lancashire trade. It was decided to leave the 
samples on view, and the specifications can be seen and read on 
application. Subsequently it was decided to send to the ray 
Office a list and description of the principal manufacturers of t 
district, to be forwarded to the British Consuls. 

Mr. Bullough gave a report on a letter and circular sent to 
the Chamber by a Dr. Hedler, with regard to British trade on 
the Continent, which he had perused at the request of the 
president. He explained the scheme of Dr. Hedler, which, he 
said, seemed to be that he should establish centres in Europe 
where British goods could be sent, and from there sent out by 
travellers to sell. He (Mr. Bullough) did not think it was a 
scheme which the Chamber could support. The president said 
it was a scheme which would take in a many people. It 
was decided to let the letter lie on the table. 


Birmingham —A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 17th March last, Mr. T. J. Walsh in the chair. 
A communication was read from the Birmingham Law Society, 
calling attention to the objectionable nature of the new Coun 
Court rules, and suggesting that, as the matter materially affected 
the commercial community, the Chamber of Commerce should 
take some action in the matter. The Association of the Trade 
Protection Society also sent a communication practically covering 
the same ground. After some discussion it was agreed to support 
the Law Society. 
e annual meeting of the Council was afterwards held, Mr. 
Walsh presiding. In moving the adoption of the report he con- 
gratulated the Council on fts satisfactory nature. It showed that - 
‘ they had been doing something, and he hoped the general public 
would take it in that sense. re had just Aiton. i from a visit 
to several of the South American States, and he could not prevent 
the impression that British commerce had not been attended with 
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the success it ought to be. He found a decline in the number of 
British houses in various places where years ago English commerce 

was unquestionably in the ascendant, and he found that their 

places had been taken by German firms, who very naturally 

favoured the manufactures of their own country. The only way 

to avoid this was by increased vigilance, and increased attention 

to the wants of the different markets. In the matter of cycles, 

for instance, he found the markets had been monopolised by 

Americans, not because the machines were better or cheaper, but 

because more attention had been paid to the markets—a point of 
very great importance. The English manufacturer, he believed, 

could compete with anybody, if he would take the trouble to 

study the requirements of the different markets. He reminded 

them that Britain could not now claim to be the workshop of the 
world; we had invited foreigners over, and shown them our 

secrets, and now we had to compete with them. Referring to. 
the recent exhibition of foreign-made goods used in the Colonies, 
he remarked that it was said these goods were cheap and nasty.. 
So they were, many of them, but they saw there what was wanted’ 
in the Colonies, and with their knowledge they could improve on 
these goods. He also spoke of the necessity for the establishment 
ofa technical museum of goods made by foreigners. The Chamber 

were considering that subject, but they could do nothing without 

the support of the manufacturers of the district. In Continental 

towns these museums had been of great service in educating the 

artisans in the requirements of the markets. 


Bradford—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 31st March last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe presiding. 

With regard to the recently formed trade sections it was 
agreed that it was important that the Council should thoroughly 
discuss the sectional proposals before confirming them, and a 
resolution to that effect was agreed to. 

Attention was called to the suggested new wool-sorting regu- 
lations, and the Chairmax. of the Wool Supply Committee 
undertook to call a meeting for the consideration of the subject. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
~ held on 24th March last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, jun., in the 

ir. 

It was reported that the resolution on the sugar question 
submitted, but not voted upon, at the last Council meeting, had 
been duly considered by the members of the Confectioners’ 
Association and the Grocers’ Association, and that both bodies 
disapproved of the suggestion to make any distinction in marking 
or invoicing any particular description of sugar, as likely to cause 
difficulties and restrictions without any corresponding benefit ; and 
the Confectioners’ Association regarded the proposal to specially 
mark coloured crystals as unnecessary, as the sale of them as 
coloured cane crystals was already an offence against the law,. 
which had been demonstrated by many convictions during the past. 
few months. ; 
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Reference was also made at the meeting to the recent gathering 

of the Associated Chambers of Commerce; new county court 
rules; inland water communication ; mail service between Bristol 
and Ireland; harbour railway extension; and passenger fares to 
Ireland, 


Leeds—The monthly meeting of the Leeds Incorporated 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 31st March last, Mr. J. Peate 
in the chair. 

The secretary stated that he had received a request from the 
Secretary of the Associated Chambers to forward a draft memorial 
to carry out the resolution passed at the meetings in London 
with regard to the proposed trade route to China, Mr. Willans 
and Mr. Holt S. Hallett had accordingly prepared a memorial, 


_ which had been forwarded, and it was mentioned that the 


memorial had been presented to the Foreign Office. 

The president reported the result of the interview which a 
deputation had with the Postmaster-General in regard to the 
trunk telephone service. The need of more trunk wires was duly 
impressed upon the Duke of Norfolk, and he thought ever 
member of the deputation came away with the feeling that his 
Grace was quite alive to the importance of the subject, and steps 
would be taken to increase the number of wires to all important 
centres, The president likewise made a statement with reference 
to interviews which he and Mr. Calvert had had with the Leeds 
Postmaster and Mr. Prout of the National Telephone Company, 
with regard to the trunk and local telephonic service. A number 
of trunk wires was being erected, and they would undoubtedly 
; re an improved service. As to the local service, the National 
‘Telephone Company were carrying out a scheme, including the 
= down of 15 miles of cable, and when it was finished Leeds 
would have a service perhaps as complete as any place in the 
kingdom. 

References were a!so made to the rating question, the meeting 
of the Associated Chambers, and the Hull Docks Bill, 


London.—The annual meeting of the London Chamber of 
Commerce was held on April 5 last, at the offices, Botolph House, 
Eastcheap, Mr. W. H. Willans presiding in the absence, through 
indisposition, of the president, Sir Albert Rollit, M.P. 

In moving the adoption of the report, which gave at length 
details of the work of the Chamber during the past year, the 
chairman said that it would be a satisfaction for them to know, as 
a proof of the success of the Chamber, that 333 new members 
had joined during the year, a figure only once exceeded previously, 
in 1894, The leading event of the year in the history of the 
Chamber had been the thtrd Congress of Chambers of Commerce 
of the Empire, and he felt sure that they would all appreciate the 
efforts which had been made by the Council to render that meeting 
‘successful, He alluded also to the question of providing a better 
home for the Chamber, and said that the Council hoped to be 

-able before long to lay a suggestion on the subject before the 
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members. In conclusion, he said that the Chamber had paid its 
way, and stood on a sound financial basis. 

Oldham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on the 22nd March last, Mr. Alfred Emmott in the chair. 

The minutes of the Trade Committee of the meeting held on 
March 4, recorded that the question of raising a protest against 
any extension of the spindles and mills in the district was 
adjourned. A special meeting was held at Manchester on 
March 18 to continue the consideration of the question of the 
extension of mills in the district. The committee unanimously 
decided that it was detrimental to the interests of the trade that 
new mills should be floated at present, and although no formal 
resolution was passed, it was suggested that members of the 
Chamber should use their influence in discouraging any further 
extension. 

Sheffield —Ihe Council of this Chamber met on 24th March 
last, Mr. 8S. E. Howell in the chair. 

A letter was read from the Board of ‘I'rade, stating that the 
Admiralty were not inclined to take up the matter of unification 
of time at sea at the present time, having regard to the fact that 
foreign Governments were not in agreement on the subject, and 
there was no prospect of any progress being made. 
_ Captain G, F. Chenevix-Trench, Assistant Resident, Kashmir, 
wrote: “I have the honour to enclose for your consideration a 
“ proposal I have ventured to make with the object of affording 
“ English manufacturers a more organised method of meeting 
“ the growing foreign commercial competition. Should the 
* scheme meet with your approval, I would ask for your 
“ valuable support, with a view to maturing the plan.” The 
communication stated that, as an official under the Indian 
Government appointed to foster trade, he had seen in his 
district, as in other parts of the Empire, German goods were 
gradually taking the place of English. Germany adopted the 
plan of ascertaining accurately the likes and dislikes of tne 
native purchasers, and by some means or another arranged to 
adapt the articles she supplied to suit those requirements. 
Proceeding, the Captain says: “ Now, is it that English manu- 
“ facturers are less enterprising than foreign manufacturers, and 
“ notably German, or that they show less intelligence in their 
* methods of trade, or is it that they are less well informed than 
“ their rivals of the requirements of native purchasers? Is it 
“ that Germany makes more use of her officials all over the 
“ world for purposes of trade than England does? I believe the 

facts to be that English manufacturers are less well informed, 
“ and that English officials are not, for trade purposes, as useful 
“ to English manufacturers as German officials are; and I am 
“ prepared to believe that if accurate information from all parts 
“ of the world was brought in a practical and useful form to the 
* knowledge of the English manufacturer, we should hear less 
“ about the German competition, which at present is doing so 
“ much harm to English trade.’ The Captain proposes as a 
remedy the establishment of a Trade Intelligence Centre in 
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London, to which British Consuls and district officials through- 
out the world should send full and detailed reports on their local 
trade. The report should give figures and statistics, mention 
whether there appeared fresh openings for English-made articles, 
and give warning if foreign goods were taking the place of 
English-made goods. The reports might be accompanied by 
samples solely for the information of British manufacturers. 
The information thus obtained could be tabulated and supplied to 
trades interested through the Chambers of Commerce or direct. 
The Colonies could supply information to the Centre through 
their own officials. Whilst admitting the value of the present 
trade reports, the Captain does not think they go far enough, 
and he asks the manufacturers of England to consider his 
proposal. He adds that the official organisation already exists, 
and has only to be made use of; that no mutual protective duties 
in various patts of the Empire spun the foreigner are neces- 
sary, and that the question of Free Trade versus Protection is 
avoided. 

Walsall—A meeting of this Chamber was held in March 29 
last, Mr. T. A. Smith presiding. With reference to the offer 
made at the last meeting to show samples of the Egyptian 
Government contracts in the rooms of the Chamber, a letter was 
received from Colonel Western to the effect that as only one set 

_ of samples had been forwarded to Europe, he was unable to spare 
that set; at the same time he thanked the Chamber for the offer, 
and promised to draw the attention of the Egyptian Government 
to the matter. 

Letter from the Postmaster-General and National Agricultural 
Union with reference to the representations in favour of an altera- 
tion in the inland parcel post rates, were read. The letter thanked 
the Chamber for the resolution, which would strengthen their 
hands in bringing a motion into the House of Commons, which 
it was intended to do. 

A letter was received from Captain G. F. Chenevix-Trench, 
Assistant Resident at Kashmir, suggesting that as a means of 
checking the supersession of English trade by German in India and 
elsewhere a trade intelligence centre should be established in 
London, to which British officials should send reports, suggestions, 
and samples for the use of the British manufacturers. The 
president moved a resolution in favour of the scheme, and of 
asking the Board of Trade to consider the proposal. This was 
agreed to. A communication from the Paris Chamber with 
reference to the Anglo-French telegraphic rates having been read, 
it was agreed to support the Paris Chamber in an endeavour to 
get the rate reduced from 2d, to ld. per word. 

- With reference to the samples from Servia on view in the 
Chamber, the president said they affected the Birmingham and 
Wolverhampton trades rather than the Walsall trades. It was 
ie or to get some manufacturer to see the samples, and then 
probably they would be sent to Birmingham. 
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XXII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1, Railway, §c. Bills. Report by the Board of Trade upon all 
the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Harbour and Tidal Water, Gas, 
and Water Bills and Provisional Orders of Session 1897. 77. 
Price 744d, 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade. It 
contains statements relating to the number of railway, canal, 
tramway, gas, electric lighting, and water Bills; the total proposed 
capital, and the total length of proposed railways and tramways ; 
also the number of applications to the Board of Trade for Pro- 
visional Orders under the Tramways Act, the Gas and Water 
Works Facilities Acts, and the Electric Lighting Acts; together 
with Bills for railways, &c. by existing and new companies, and 
Bills for tramways, gas, electric lighting, and water. 


Lists are also appended of Bills for which reports are required 
to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to tolls, rates, and 
charges under Standing Order of the House of Commons 145a ; 
aleo of Bills containing powers of purchase, &c. in respect of which 
it may be necessary for the Board of Trade to issue certificates 
of compliance with Standing Orders 122, House of Lords, and 
163, House of Commons, as regards the paid-up capital and 
expenditure of the companies ; also of Bills for which reports are 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to 
- abandonments and release of deposits, under Standing Order 

1584, House of Commons ; as also of Bills for which reports are. 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard - to level 
crossings and inclination of roads, under Standing Orders 154 
and 155, House of Commons, 


2. Tables relating to the Trade of British India with British 
Possessions and Foreign Countries for the Five Years 1891-92 to 
1895-96, (C—8338.) Price 


This is an annual statement issued by the India Office, showing 
the trade, shipping, Customs revenue, &c. of the Indian Empire 
in @ comparative form and for a pericd of five years. The sub- 
joined table gives the foreign sea-borne trade of British India 
from 1891-92 to 1895-96, the values throughout being stated in 
tens of rupees. 


| 
488 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


April 1897.) RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 489 


Total trade of British India with other countries by sea:— 


_ 1891-92. 1892-93. 1893-94. | 1894-95. | 1895-96. 


Imports. Rx. . Rx. Rr. Rr. 
Private merchandise - 66,587,457 73,956,957 | 70,167,438 | 69,316,395 


«Government stores - ) 3,064,475 | 3,361,555 | 3,620,358 


Total merchandise 66,265,277 77,001,489 | 75,308.08 | 72,986,783 


17,600,810 | 18,461,256 0881207 | 13,367,986 


Total imports - 83,275,087 | 95,482,688 | 83,110,200 | 86,304,739 


Exports. 
merchandise 
ndian produce manu- 
tures - - 108,757,438 
Foreign produce and manu- 
ures - « 4,590,290 5,057,561 
Government stores 98.779 


108,913,778 


8,226,072 


Total trade 200,250,050 


A review of the trade of India in the year 1895-96, to which 
the present tables relate, was presented to Parliament in November 
last. (C.—8297.) See “Board of Trade Journal” for January 


3. Coal, Cinders, §c. 90. Price 1d. 


This is a return issued by the Treasury. in pursuance of an 
Order of the House of Commons for accounts of the quantities, 
and declared value of the coals, cinders, and _ patent fuel shipped 
at the several ports of England, Scotland, and Ireland, coastways, 
to other ports of the United Kingdom, in the years 1895-96; of 
the quantities and declared value of coals, cinders, and patent 
fuel supenien from the several ports of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland to foreign countries and the British settlements abroad, 
in the years 1895-96, distinguishing the countries to which the 
same were sent; of the quantities of coals, cinders, and patent 
fuel exported from the United Kingdom in the years 1895-96; 
of the quantities of coals and patent fuel brought coastways into 
the port of London during the years 1895-96; and of the quan 
tities of coals and patent fuel received coastways. at the various, 
ports of the United Kingdom. 1 $ 


4, Sea Fisheries of the United Kingdom, 1896. 81. Price 54d. 


_ This is an annual statement issued by the Board of Trade. It, 
gives memorandum and statistical tables relating to the sea 


4,717,979 
71,508 
Total merchandise —_- | 108,173 592 | 106,595,475 | 106,503,360 | Mm | 114,594,738 | 
Treasure - - - =| 9286686) 6959,024| 4,100,192] | 4250.81 
Total exports - ~ | 111,460,278 | 113,554,399 | 110,603,561 | 117,139,850 | 118,504,549 Zz 
204,899,288 
. 
x! 
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tisheries of the United Kingdom for the year 1896; including 
also a return showing the quantity of fish carried by railway from 
each of the principal ports of England and Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, in each year from 1891 to 1896 inclusive. The present 
issue is stated to be in continuation of Parliamentary Paper 
No. 75 of Session 1896. For further and more detailed report 
see page 394 of the present number of this Journal. 


5. Agricultural Produce (Ireland). Return of the Average 
Prices of Agricultural Produce in Ireland, as collected by the 
Irish Land Commissioners year by year from 1881 to 1896 
inclusive (in the same form as Parliamentary Paper No. 136 of 
Session 1896). 95. Price 4d. 


This is a return to an Order of the House of Commons dated 
the’léth February 1897, for a statement showing the average 
prices of Agricultural Produce in Ireland, as collected by the Irish 
Land Commission, for each of the years from 1881 to 1896 
inclusive. The present return gives the average prices during the 
period named of wheat, oats, barley, hay, potatoes, butter, eggs, 
flax, beef, mutton, &e. 


6. South African Republic Money Order Agreement. Agree- 
ment between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the South African remy Sor the Exchange of Post Office 

15 Oct, 
Money Orders. Dated 30 Noo, 1896. (C.—8337.) Price 24d. 

This agreement, which was signed in London on the 15th day 
of October 1896, and at Pretoria on the 20th day of November 
1896, came into operation on the lst day of January 1897. The 
agreement is terminable on a notice by either party of six 
calendar months. It provides that between the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland and the South African Republic 


. there shall be a regular exchange of money orders. 


The maximum amount for which a money order may be drawn 
in either country upon the other shall be 10/. sterling. 

No money order shall include a fractional part of a penny. 

The amount of each order, whether issued in the United 
Kingdom or in the South African Republic, shall be expressed in 


sterling. 


7. Truck Act, 1896 (Exemption for Cotton Weaving). Order 
under section 9 of the Truck Act, 1896, made by the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, granting an Exemption from the 
Provisions of the Act in respect of Persons engaged in the Weaving 
of Cotton in Lancashire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, and the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. 112. Price 3d. 

By Section 9 of the Truck Act, 1896, it is enacted that the 
Secretary of State, if satisfied that the provisions of that Act are 
unnecessary for the protection of the workmen employed in any 
trade or business, or in any branch or department of any trade 
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or business, either generally or within any specified area, may by 
Order under his havd grant an exemption from those provisiors 
in respect of the persons engaged in that trade, business, branch, 
or department, either goeisealty or within that area. 

[In pursuance of the power conferred by the said Section the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department by the present 
Order grants an exemption from the provisions of the Track 
Act, 1896, in respect of the persons engaged in all branches of 
the weaving of cotton in the counties oF Lancashire, Cheshire, 
Derbyshire, aud the West Riding of Yorkshire. 


8. East India (Extension g Railways by Private Agency). 
Return showing the Terms offered by the Government of India 
in their Resolutions in the Public Works Department, dated the 
15th day of September 1893, the 29th day of March 1895, and 
the 17th day of April 1896 respectively, for the Construction of 
Railways in India by Private Agency, with a List of the Applica- 
tions and Concessions for the Construction of Railways received 
since the issue of the first of those Resolutions. 88. Price 3d. 


The present paper, which is issued by the India Office under 
date of the 17th of February 1897, gives the terms of the resolu- 
tion of the Indian Government, relating to the Construction of 
Railways in India by Private Agency, which is dated 15th Septem- 
ber 1893, which are as follows :— 

. Proposals for the construction of branch lines or extensions of 
existing railways made by persons who satisfy the Government 
that they are in a position to command substantial financial 
support will be considered on the under-mentioned terms and 
conditions, viz. 

(1.) The proposed railway (herein-after called “the branch rail- 
way”) must be built in accordance with the fixed and moving 
dimensions for the time being prescribed by the Governor-General 
in Council, and on plans and estimates that have been approved 
by that authority. 

(2.) The extent and details of the concessions to be granted in 
each case will be settled by agrcement. 

The terms are also given which will apply to projects for the 
construction of branch railways to be connected with State 
railways. 

A statement is appended showing the applications for conces- 
sions for the construction of railways in India received by the 
Government of India since the publication of Public Works 
Department Resolution No. 924, R.C., dated 15th September 
1893, up to the 15th September 1896. 


9. Prison-made Goods*(India). Copy of Correspondence between 
the Board of Trade and the India Office, and between the India 
Office and the Indian Government, on the subject of Prison-made 
Goods. (C.—8347,) Price 14d. 

This paper contains the correspondence which has paesed 
between the Boned of Trade and the India Office, and between 
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the India Office and the Indian Government, on the subject of 
prison-made goods, more particularly with regard to the manufac- 
ture of carpets in Indian prisons and their distribution in foreign 
countries. The correspondence contains a tabular statement of 
the number and value of carpets, mats, rugs, and other articles 
manufactured in Indian gaols in 1893, 1894, and 1895 for export. 


10. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland, December 1896. 
{C—8351.) Price 2d. 


This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives the statistics of deposits 
and cash balances in joint stock banks; deposits in Post Office 
savings banks and trustee savings banks ; amount of the Govern- 
ment funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock; and bank 
note circulation in Ireland, December 1896; also weekly trattic 
receipts of Irish railways for the years 1895-96; and railway 
traffic statistics for each of the ten years, 1886-95. 

The present return shows that the deposits and cash balances in 
‘the joint stock banks, in December 1896, stood at 39,238,000/. 
{exclusive of 1,630,0007. Government and other public balances in 
the Bank of Ireland), as compared with 39,008,000/. at the 
corresponding period in the year 1895, being an increase of 
230,000/., or 0°6 per cent., following an increase cf 1,401,000/., 
or 37 per cent., at the close of 1895, as compared with ‘the 
amount for December 1894, and showing an advance of 
9,467,0001., or 31°8 per cent., on the amount for December 1887, 
since which period, comparing December with December, there 
has been a continuous annual increase. ; 

The balances of deposits in savings banks consist of two groups 
—those in the Post Office savings banks and those in trustee 
savings banks. 

It will be observed that on the 31st December last the esti- 
mated balances in the Post Office savings banks in Ireland 

-amounted to 6,153,000/., as compared with 5,603,000/, for the 
corresponding date in 1895, being an increase of 550,000/., which, 
although somewhat under the large increases in the two years 
immediately preceding (634,000/. in 1894 and 626,000/. in 1895), 
is more than double the highest increase in any previous year, 
except 1888, since the establishment of these banks, 

The deposits in trustees savings banks in December 1895 
amounted to 2,075,000/, and in 1896 to 2,166,000/., being an 
increase of 91,000, following an increase of 93,0001. in 1895 
and 106,000. in 1894, and being the highest amount for 
December in any year since 1877, when the balance was 
2,220,0001. 

It will be seen that there has been a very large increase in 
savings during the year, the total amount in the savings banks 
in Ireland being 8,319,0002 in December 1896, as compared 
“with 7,678,000/. for the corresponding period of the year 1895 
and 6,959,000/. in 1894, being an increase of 641,0001. for the 
year, following the large increase of 719,000/. in the preceding 
year, and 740,000/, in 1894, 
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It is also observed that there has been an increase in each 
year since 1876, and that the balance in savings banks on 31st 
December last was much more than double the amount to the 
credit of depositors at the close of the year 1876, the first year 
for which statistics are given. It may be added that it is the 
highest amount of which there is record, and that in each of the 
last three years the increase was more than double the largest 
increase in any previous year. 


1l. Board of Agriculture. Returns as to the Number and 
Size of Agricultural Holdings in Great Britain in the Year 1895, 
(C.—82438.) Price 44d. 

‘This is a return prepared by direction of the Board of Agri- 
culture with a view to exhibit the number, size, and distribution 
of agricultural holdings in Great Britain in 1895. Information 
of the same character has, it is stated, been made public, 
in more or less detail, respecting the dimensions of holdings 
in the returns for the years 1875, 1880, and 1885, as well as on 
the occasions of the more limited inquiries regarding certain of 
the minor classes of holdings attempted in each of the four years- 
1870 to 1873, and again in the years 1889 and 1890, 

In the present issue, it is stated that an analysis of the data 
furnished by the schedules for the yearly agricultural returns. 
provides the means of distinguishing in several age or classes. 
of size, the agricultural holdings proper into which the farmed 
area of the country is now distributed. Information on this head - 
forms Part I. of the present returns, and these statistics have 
been supplemented by direct local inquiries, undertaken, as in 
1873, 1886, and 1890, with a view of enumerating the smaller 
lots or holdings of land utilised for some form of cultivation, but 
falling below the limits of size that would bring them within the 
purview of the regular annual returns. 

The general results of the new inquiry bring to light no very 
important change in the size and distribution of agricultural 
holdings. The following summary shows, both as regards 
numbers and as regards acreage, how the several classes were- 
divided in the year 1895 :— 


| No. | Per Cent. | Acres, | Per Cent. 

Above 1 acre and not exceeding 

5 acres - - - | 117,968: | 22°68 866,792 113 
Above 5 acres and not exceeding 

20 acres - - - | 149,818 28°80 | 1,667,647 5:12: 
Above 20 acres and not exceeding 

50 acres - 85,663 16°47 2,864,976 8°79: 
Above 50 acres and not exceeding ; 

100 acres . - - 66,625 12°81 4,885,208 15°00 
Above 100 acres and not - 

ing 300 acres - = | 81,245 15°62 | 18,875,914 | 42-59: 
Above 300 acres and not ex 

ing 500 acres - - 13,568 2°61 5,113,945 15-70. 
Above 500 acres and not exceed- 

ing 1,000 acres - - 4,616 0°89 3,001,184 9°21 
Above 1,000 acres - - 608 0°12 801,852 2°46 

Total - | 520,106 100°00 82,577,513 100-00 


} 
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It appears, therefore, that disregarding, as is done throaghout 
the firet part of this inquiry, all holdings of a single acre ie 
as to which the available statistics must always be more or less 
imperfect—the number of agricultural holdings, in 1895, in Great 
Britain, exceeding an acre in extent, was slightly over 520,000. 
Of these, more than a fifth were of the smallest class, not exceeding 
5 acres in extent, but the land occupied by the class of holdings 
collectively was not much more than one hundredth part of 
cultivated surface. 

Next above this class stands a group of holdings running from 
5 acres of land up to 20 acres. Farms of this size form nearly 
29 per cent. of the recorded holdings, and contain rather more 
than 5 per cent. of the whole area. 


Combining into one the two classes for which the percentage 
numbers have just been noticed, it is interesting to observe that 
upwards of half of all the holdings of land in Great Britain were 
found to be farms of 20 acres or less in the year 1895. 

The surface occupied by these farms not exceeding 20 acres was, 
however, very little more than 2,000,000 acres out of the 
32,578,000 acres of cultivated land accounted for in these returns, 
or not much over 6 per cent. of the cultivated area, a proportion 
not materially different to that shown in the special estimate 
made as early as 1871 regarding the area of land held in small 
farms of this particular size. 

The next largest group of holdings comprises all between 
20 acres and 50, and these at the date of the present inquiry 
were 85,663 in number, occupying an acreage of 2,865,000 acres 
in Great Britain—an area which is nearly half as large again as 
that cultivated by three times as many occupiers in the two 
minor groups above noticed, 


Above 50 acres, the number of holdings materially declines and 
the acreage materially increases. The details set out in 
- summary form show that the great bulk of the farm land of 
Great Britain is still held, as formerly, in farms which lie between 
50 acres and 500 acres, nearly 24,000,000 acres out of 32,578,000 
being thus cultivated. Barely 1 per cent. of all the holdings 
enumerated consists of farms exceeding 500 acres in extent, but 
these 5,219 holdings comprise 3,800,000 acres, or nearly 12 per 
cent. of the cultivated surface. 


12. Wages and Hours of Labour, Board of Trade, Labour 

rtment. Third Annual Report on Changes in Wages and 

Hours of Labour in the United Kingdom, 1895 (with preliminary 
JSigures for 1896). (C.—#374.) 


In the introduction it is stated that the present report on 
changes in rates of wages and hours of labour in the United 
Kingdom in 1895, with preliminary res for 1896, ia issued 
in continuation of the similar reports relating to 1893 and 1894, 
-which have already been presented to Parliament (C.—7567 of 
1894, and C.—8075 of 1896). 
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The object has been, it is stated, to record from year to year the 
rincipal changes in market rates of wages, recogaised piece-work 
ists, and standard hours of labour in the more important industries 

in the United Kingdom, and to compute the general effect of | 
= changes on the aggregate weekly wages of the workpeople 

The scope and methods of the inquiry have not been materially 
altered since the previous report, though the means of obtaining 
information have been gradually improved. 

Altogether 4,293 applications for information have been issued 
in connection with the present inquiry, exclusive of reminders 
ard subsequent correspondence. To these 4,293 applications, 
3,472 answers have been received. A considerable amount of 
personal pte tg has also been found necessary in order to 
verify and complete the information obtained. 

As in previous reports, a change in the rate of wages is defined, 
for the purpose of the inquiry, as a change in the weekly or 
hourly rate of remuneration of a certain class of workpeople apart 
from any change in the nature of the work pesfeaent This 
definition excludes changes in average earnings attributable to 
alterations, not in actual scales of pay, but in the proportion which 
higher and lower paid classes of workpeople bear to each other ; 
changes in wages of individuals due to promotions or increments ; 
and changes accompanied by corresponding alterations in hours of 
labour or in the character of work to be performed. The net 
effect of the changes on the amount of weekly wages is taken to 
be the computed difference between the wages paid for a full 
week’s work to the workpeople affected at the close and beginni 
of the year respectively. The comparison is between the level of 
wages at the beginning and end of the year, internal fluctuations 
being ignored. 

It has now been found possible to institute some comparison 
between the changes in wages in each of the past four years, and 
this is done in Section II. of the report. 

The industries covered by the inquiry employ, it is stated, about 
8,500,000 persons. Of these, agriculture, seamen, and railway 
servants are not included in the principal comparative tables, the 
changes in these industries being (for reasons fully explained in 
previous reports) dealt with on a somewhat different plan from 
other trades. Thus the groups of industries included in the com- 

rative tables employ some 7,000,000 persons, and include the 

ilding trades, mining and quarrying, metal, engineering, and 
shipbuilding trades, textile, clothing, printing, woodworking, and 
various other skilled trades, transport (other than seamen and 
railway servants), and employees of public authorities. 
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XXITIL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
notices of the following regulations with regard to quarantine in 
foreign countries. 


FranceE—Mapacasoar.—aAll vessels and dhows arriving at 
Madagascar direct from an infected Indian port are refused 
pratique, and on arrival of a vessel from one of these ports she is. 
at once ordered to put to sea, although she may carry a clean 
bill of health. 


BuxiGartA.—The importation into Bulgaria of used and soiled 
paper, old newspapers, and in general all kinds of printed paper 
used as wrapping is forbidden from countries contaminated by 
plague. 

Brazit.—A copy of the new regulation; for the sanitary service 
of the ports in Brazil can be inspected at the Fisheries Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade any week-day between 11 and 5, 

Pervu.—Ships from India with clean bills of health allowed 
free pratique. 

Ships from infected ports subject to 10 days’ quarantine even 
though calling at other ports before arrival in Peru. 

Ships from infected ports will not be allowed to discharge 
cargo on any pretext. ‘ 


XXIV.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


OF Money Orper System TO THE NIGER 
Coast PROTECTORATE. 


Money orders may now be obtained at any Money Order Office- 
in the United Kingdom payable at any of the under-mentioned . 
places in the Niger Coast Protectorate :— 

Benin. Degama (New Calabar). © Opobo. 
Bonny. Forcados. Sapele. 
Brass. Old Calabar. Warri. 


The orders should be forwarded by the remitters to the payees: 
for presentation at the offices of payment. 
The rates of commission ‘ang le in this country will be the 
same as those on money orders for other places abroad, viz. :— 
For sums not above 2/. - 
» » above 2/. but not exceeding 6/. 
No single money order will be issued for an amount exceeding 
Money orders will also be issued in the Niger Coast Protec- 
torate on the United Kingdom, 
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year 1896, 


MontTH ENDED 3lst Marca. 
I. Imports rrom Foreiagn Countrizs AND Britisn Possessions. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


XXV.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


Trape or tHe Unirep Kinepom. 
STaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitrep Kinepom during the Month and Three months ended 
31st March 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
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Month ended 
81st March 


Decrease, 


I. Animals, living (for food) - . 
I. (A) Articles of food and drink, duty 


mm, Articles of food and drink, duti- 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 
VII. Raw materials for sundry ind 
and manufactures 


-| 8,881,380 

VIII. Manufactured articles - ° -| 8,587,313 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 1,412,210 
(B.) Parcel post - 74,866 


£ 
92,515 


Total Value - - - 


II. Exrorts or British AND 


I, Animals,living - - 
IL. Articles of food and drink - 


(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics - 9,077,460 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) -! 8,169,955 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - . 1,661,820 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 898,238 
and chemical and medi- 
preparations - - 930,096 
(G.) Parcel post - - 180,988 


54,918 
829,886 
1,815,865 


Il te 


21,647,269 


III. Exrorts or Foreign anp Propvce. 


2 
4,606,122 


q 
1897. | 1896. 
£ 
12,547,692 | 72,132,004 415,488 
Tobacco, dutiable - 358,198 851,105 7,098 ~ 
Il. Metals - - - =| 2000,013/ 457,057 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - 1,012,487 958,968 58,469 
V. Oils - - - 476,778 581,593 104,815 
1.587.087 | 7,094,408 492,934 
| 3,830,295 51,085 = 
7,868,203 669,110 - 
| 7,026,724 185,486 
90,718 18,852 
PrRopuck anp MANUFACTURES. 
z£ 
910,986 81,100 
III. Raw materials - -| 1,656,978 341,618 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
265,805 
2,684,456 485,499 
1,341,080 320,800 
997875 39.637 
867,574 62,522 
2,981,006 142,751 
2,449,008 | 1,197,608)  — 
| 
96963. H 
| x 
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TRADE OF THE UNITED KinapomM—cont. 
Turee MontHs ENDED 3lst Marca. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Countrizs AND Britisn Possessions. 


Three Months ended 
31st March 


1897. 1896. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) ~ - | 2,819,200 | 2,563,677 
IL. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
+ | 36,255,785 | 36,045,935 


6,255,408 | 5,830,556 
Tobacco, dutiable - 1,021,154 968,179 

Ill. Metals - - 5,468,361 4:954,256 
IV. dyestuffs, and tanning 
V. Oils - - - - 1,790,635 2,181,844 
VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures | 27,445,018 | 23,473,080 4,031,938 


VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 9,416,882 9,266,485 150,447 
VIII. Manufactured articles . - | 21,586,075 | 20,488,797 1,097,884 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 3,723,103 8,610,754 112,349 
(B.) Parcel post - 293,384 306,817 


of food and drink, duti- 


Total Value - 117,833,863 | 172,377,342 5,516,521 


Il. Exports or British AND IrRIsH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


2 
I, Animals, living : - 214,087 160,396 
II. Articles of food and drink . -| 2,547,535 | 2,476,875 
III. Raw materials - - | 4,852,677 | 4,076,142 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics - - 98,890,646 
and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 7,833,262 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 8,889,459 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 2,847,701 

(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
parat 2,346,820 


pre| ions - - 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured - 8,009,737 8,404,815 
(G.) Parcel post - 494,758 874,698 


Total Value - 59,298,187 | 67,300,209 


III. Exports or ForxiGN AND COLONIAL PrRopuwce. 


| 
| 
— 
q | | 
| 
| - 
4 
| 
| | | 2,950,039 
=|: 
| 1470799 
57,068 
2,008,082 
il | 2 | | 2 
Total Value - | 14,080,976 | 10,090,099) | 
1 
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II.—Corn Prices. 


Return of the QuaNTITIES SOLD and Average Prices of Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th March 1897 -| 47,981 5 33,147 1 14,093 0 
- | 48,680 3 34,894 2 15,913 7 
-| 47,905 8 28,273 0 | 14,151 5 

-| 51,497 1 24,908 4 12,758 7 
March'1897 « - «| 196014 4 | 121,999 7 | 56,917 8 
Corresponding month in 1896 - | 183,544 14 | 170,204 8 68,692 2 
Fe FS 1895 - | 267,583 5 | 241,055 6 102,917 4 


Average Prices. 


a. & 
Week ended 6th March 1897 ° 28 3 23 0 16 3 
- 27 11 22 11 16 2 
27 11 22 8 16 2 
27 9 22 5 16 
March 1897 27.11 22 9 16 2 
February 1897 - - - 29 4 24 2 16 6 
January » - - 31 @ 24°11 16 4 
December 1896 - 31 8 25 1 16 7 
November ,, - 82 4 27 0 17 6 
October ,, - - - 27 10 28 10 15 9 
“September : - 23 9 24 0 141 
August 22 11 20 9 14,4 
July - 24 4 18 8 15 0 
June ” - - - 25 41 20 8 1410 
May 25 6 21 6 14.6 
April 24 10 21 10 13 6 
March 1896 3 
1895 - - 19 14 21 3 13 10 
» 1894 - - "fs 23 27 2 18 2 
» 1893 


| | 
| 
q 
~ 
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1897. 


Return of the Nompers, Narionacitigs, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Pxiaces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 3lst March 1897 and the 


Three Months ended 3lst March 1897, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Ca 
United | British | qusteal- | of Good 
States. America.| (Ho 


Nationalities - not 
disti' 


Total - - 
Total for corre- 


Month, 1896 - 


Total of British 
origin. - 


Nationalities 
distinguished - 


Total. - 
Total for corre- 
Tonths 1806 « 


8,037 


6,906 


NotTE.—The above figures, made up ai the 


q 
| 
4 
All 
| Nationalities. other Total. “ 
| Bice. |" 
| 1896. 
Month ended 3ist March. 
English - 296 | 1051 | 777 | 1059 | 790 | 6,629 | 6,ge 
Irish «| 1807 4 48 83 2 | 1,973 | sore 
iT Total of British 
q of British})/ 5983 | 1989 | $37 | 1,870 | 908 | 9082 | 20,805 
i Foreigners - -| 3,702 728 14 582 82 5,108 6,686 
9,001 | 2,017 | 851 1,952 | 1221 | 15,082 | 77,758 
11,800 1,678 | 646 2,415 1,219 17,758 
Three Months ended 31st March. 
| | 
English 6,691 1,838 2,201 | 3,917 2,718 | 17,865 | 718,791 
Beotch - 1,077 212 231 | 2,841 2,387 
Irish -| 2,941 64 55 312 1 38,423 4858 
10.709 | | | 3,000 | 25199 | 
Poreigners -| 6860 | 1,199 | 19m 260 | 10,065 | 43,425 
2,483 6,922 3,998 | 34,267 | 40,004 


April 1897.] 


IV.—A.uien 1897, 


Return of the Noumper of Arens that arrived from the Continent at Porrs* in the 
Unirep Krxepom, during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 1897, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Aten Lists received by the Customs under Act 
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6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


other 
Uni 


laces out vt the 
Kingdom 


Aliens not stated 
to America 

vof the United 
Total No, - 


Miers on route to America 
out of the 

United gdom: 
Total No. 


Total cfAliens en route and 
of Aliens ot 
en route 


aces ot ‘ut 0 of the | 


Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Christiani Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven.| and Antwerp. | Arendal, and Ports, 
1897. | 71896. 1807 | 1896. | 1896. 1896. | 1897. | 7896. | 1897. | 7896. 
to be Month ended 3ist March. 
mie fo Amerie 0 other| 
259 218 168 116 373 720 | 1,671 | 4,758 
87 — 90 se| 472 
105 80 60 - 93 198 339 425 
21 287) 236); — - 192} 462) 577 
88 6} 48; 119| 785 
56 73| — 235 268) 421 519 
“562 489) 548| 548] 996| 1,031] 875 |t4,269 |ts,476 


Three Months ended 31st March. 


8,007 | 1,149 | 7,794 | 1,350 | 7,e¢79 | 2,101 | 7,679 


2,128 4A t7 9,067 


8,699 1,419 | 7,894 | 3,478 2,101 | 7,679 | 4,815 | 6,045 |$15,512 |$78,048 


3,998 


* The distinction made ¢ 


who arrive from Conti 
considered desirable to r 


Hartlepool. 


out of the United g ned aud “ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to fact that a large number of Al: 
mental ports are reported to be on the ‘way to places ow 


a, &c.”” come to this for settlement, there being in fact a large othe Continon of 


ile 

— Immigration, No. 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthl 
The ports from which Alien Lists are regeived 
w, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsb; 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, 
The received 

passeugers, and persons who, after landing, pi 
t The nase a of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived 
piece out of the United Kingdom in the month of March 1897 was 976, and 1,079 in 
months ended March_1897 the number was 2,542, and in the same months of 1896 the number was 2, 


in this Return between “‘ Aliens not stated to to be en route to America, or other places 


tens 
t of the United Kingdom, and it is 
But it is not thereby mpliod that the “ Aliens not stated to be pe route 


Dublin, Folkestone, 


this fact. 


Aliens arriving from Continental to 


are Aberdeen, Bel Deven, 

Harwich, Hull, Leith, th, Liverpool, London. 
Newhaven, North Shields, South shields, Southampton, i West 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, and show only deck 


by train as third-c passéhgers, 
who in the United Kingdom not en route t 
the same month 2 a in the 


at ports 


Alie 
rd 
K 
| 
| 
Aliens en route to America x Fe 
‘ or other places out of the 
ved at Grimsby - 103 731 - - 
} 1095 53 186 | 968} 7,420 
92 > 2) 905) 7 3,409 
Other Ports - 1 60; — 2 68 = 546) 798 

Total - -| 476| 3845| 120| 1,705 2715 — | 1452 | 2,648 | 3,753 

Total of Aliens en route an a ; 

: of Aliens not stated to be 

en 1,608 | 7,414 682 | 596 | 2,253) 8,063 | 996 | 835 | 2,483 | 3,593 | 8,022 | 9,63¢ 

i 
2,572 2,881 1,928 | 19,583| 48,99 | 
| 

1,127 
| | 

4 
¢ 
al XU 
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V.—BANKRUPTOY.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Numser of Receiving Orpers GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations, 


March 


Three Months 


ended March 


1896. 


1897. 


1896. 


Total gazetted - - 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Farmers - - 
Grocers, &c. - 
Publicans and oe keepers &e. - 
Builders 
Boot and shoe mannfactarers and 
dealers 
Butchers - 
Drapers, haberdashers, - 
Bakers - 
Tailors, &c. 
Decorators, painters, &e. 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. 
Carpenters and joiners - 
Furniture dealers and makers = - 
Solicitors - 
Clerks, commercial and general 
ents, commission and general 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 
Provision merchants, &c. - 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. - 
Carriers, carmen, on, and 
hauliers 
Travellers, commercial, “&e. - 
Tobacconists, &c. 
Confectioners - ~ 
Auctioneers - 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 
Lodging-house keepers 
Engineers and founders, &c. - 
Jewellers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 
Contractors - - 
Wheelwrights - 
Hoosiers, glovers, &e. - 
Directors ard promoters of publi 
companies 
Ironmongers - 
Cattle and pig dealers - - 
General dealers - 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 


Hairdressers 

Restaurant, coffee, and cating house 
keepers - 

Merchants - - - 

Milliners, &e. - 

Carriage, &c. builders 

Curriers, tanners, and leather seenclietetal 


No. No. 
413 486 | 1,085 | 1,157 
26 84 70 
82 66 93 
22 388 63 90 
23 20 55 68 
13 44 26 
19 10 43 33 
13 29 25 
8 12 28 23 
9 5 20 18 
9 14 20 28 
5 3 18 10 
3 9 16 26 
4 6 13 12 
4 4 13 8 
6 2 13 14 
4 6 12 16 
2 4 11 13 
3 7 tl 12 
5 4 1) 9 
4 6 10 11 
7 2 10 7 
5 4 10 9 
4 6 9 8 
5 4 9 17 
6 3 9 15 
2 2 8 6 
4 2 8 7 
1 2 7 7 
2 2 7 5 
3 3 § 72 
3 2 7 5 
3 : 2 
3 1 J 3 
6 4 
1 1 6 5 
1 8 6 6 
2 5 6 6 
2 4 6 14 
4 2 6 4 
5 3 6 9 
1 5 17 
2 2 5 6 
2 ~ 5 8 
2 —_ 5 2 


| 

| 

i 

| 

ig 

i 

it 
il 
| 
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Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations—cont. 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and aad 
merchants and dealers - 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 
Brokers, stock and share - 
Fishing smack owners, and 
Saddlers and harness makers 
Officers in Army 
Timber and wood dealers 
Printers and 
Millers - 
Architects and surveyors 
Chemists, druggists, and 
manufacturers 


Se 


rs 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Stationers 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors 
Clerks in holy orders 


a 


ViI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Britain. 


Return of the Numper of exported from to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 
_ 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Three Months 
ended March 


1897, 1896. 


No. 
115,386 
35,239: 
212,381 
133 
6,966 
3 


174 


370,282 


| 
503 
March ended March = 
1 
1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. | 
No. No. No. No. : 
3 
3 
: 
2 
2 
l 
1 | 
2 
2 
1 
i897. | 1896. | 
No. No. | No. é 
Cattle - 40,575 | 47,708 194,574 
Sheep -| 9,093 | 7,785 98,514 
Swine - | 60,223 | 64,443 208,859 
Horses - - 2,709 | 2,648 7,458 
Mules or Jennets 1 2 6 
Total - | 112,788 | 775,550 | | 369,607 
i 
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VIL—Fisuery Startistics—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the EnatisH and Wextsa Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month aud Three Months ended 31st March 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


March Three Months ended 


Prime fish, not separately distinguished 4,406 
Total prime fish - 


48,171 
141,775 
602,131 


7,105 


Sprats - - 
ish not separateiy distinguished, except 


Total 


No. 
500,157 
39,247 
9,480,000 
Owts. 
110,911 


Soles - 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 
Total prime fish . 


- 

shell fish 
Total 64,088 


Total value of fish landed - 1,271,636 


NorE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 


| 4 
il 
q 1897. | 1896. 1897. | 1896. 
ry) 
Cod - 61,032 61,494 159,608 
213,311 | 249,807 645810 
Hake - 1,805 2,693 6,006 5847 
Halibut - 4,387 6,566 12,444 
Herrings - 21,565 2,104 4,432 24,107 
Ling 9,688 11,588 26,776 80,813 
Pilchards : 125 1,280 5,104 
50,379 52,817 141,734 160,680 
983 792 26,496 |. 49,004 
i 81,095 81,748 234,431 267,628 
477,705 457,220 || 1,298,961 | 4,478,507 
Shell fish :— ian 
Oysters -| 3,502, 1,405,000 5,000,000 
Owts. Cwte. Owts. 
Other shell fish - - 45,388 44,982 187,958 
i 
- 
ia 49,348 185,347 144, 
22,726 25,006 66,633 30.498 
3307 4,904 12,909 | 79,409 
79,821 78,086 227,801 251,608 
Coats -| 42,879 88,165 99,088 | 703,808 
Haddock - - 147,349 182,0%4 416,080 883,214 
it Hake - 1,802 2,889 5,653 6,398 
Halibut - 12,137 15,659 19,842 28,687 
| Herrings - 5,756 844 9,571 5,974 
- - - - 5,888 7,693 16,618 21,517 
i - 20,453 8,105 24,189 
| Pilchards - - - - 22 110 381 4; 
il mot scparately distinguished, except} 144 8,787 79445 
Total = - - -| 445,808 | 470,786 || 1,192,792 | 4,806,958 
it Shell fish :— 
| Crabs - - - - 3,687 4,492 5,876 8,206 
Lobs' 
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VIl1.—Fisnery 
Sratement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scorca Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1897, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1896. 


Three Months ended 
March March 


Flounder, Plaice, Brill 
Halibut = - 
Herrings 


Mackerel - - 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Skate - - 


Mussels - - 
Other shell fish - 


Total 
Total value of fish landed 


Notx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


1897. | 1896. * | 1897, | 1896. 

| QuaNtITy. 

Soles (Lemon Soles 4, 0 

194 ‘fee 364 

71,807 108,835 382,674 365,749 

Mackerel - - 71 139 228 

— ‘ 6,179 10,306 20,771 

3 Torsk (Tusk) 421 951 47 
Whiting 2,346 4,418 8,222 12,991 
Fish not inguish 
except shell 2,475 4,788 11,817 13,448 
Total ° 174,858 247,228 705,722 818,518 
No. No. No. 

Clams 1,658 2,896 7511 

Mussels 28,591 28,084 100,283 87,158 

Other shell fish 5,665 15,313 18,546 

VaLuz. 

Turbot 884 1,528 | 3,108 3,182 

Ps 20,685 3 60,005 68,486 
5,752 7,226 15,165 83,497 
42,708 44858 148,083 132,988 
3,451 4,848 6,670 7096 
8,517 30,415 28,362 
Ing 3,449 11,065 8,591 

Torsk (Tusk) 108 209 748 

Total 102,852 295,148 301,489 

Shell Fish :— 

- - 4, 

1,435 3,215 8,845 
| 109,914 | $12,069 881,575 
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IX.—Fisuery 


STATEMENT of the ToraL Quantity and Vatur of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st-March 1897, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1896. 


Three Months ended 
March 


Total prime fish 


Li 

oe - 

Fish distinguished, exce 
shell fish * 


Total - 


Shell fish :— 
Crabs 
Lobsters 
r shell fish - 


Total value of fish landed 


Nore.—The above are su correction in the Annual Returns. 


506 
if 
| 1897. | 1896. 
| 
| Owts. Cuts. Cwts. 
Soles - | 129 117 334 280 
Turbot - 101 65 268 190 
230 788 602 70 
hid Cod - - - 5,244 5,654 21,384 18554 
Haddock - - - 1,698 2,125 8,928 9,700 
Hake - - 106 158 557 480 
Herrings - ° 132 252 6,784 1,788 
Liv : -| 1,985 2,038 8,343 7015 
hid Mackerel 116 808 396 
Vhiting - 968 1,106 2,412 4,012 
Fish not soparately 2,706 2678 11,653 8144 
it Shell fish :— No | No. No. 
355 | 226 871 | 3,440 
ve | Cwts. Outs. Owts. Outs 
| Other shell fish - - 1,494 1,559 4,684 6,391 
q 
VALUE. 
i Turbot « 393 239 993 749 
Total prime fish . - | 841 765 2,206 2,017 
{ 
ie Cod - - 2,380 2,616 7, 8, 
Haddock - 1,070 1,352 | Here} an 
Hake - 64 96 350 279 
| 135 731 590 
| 699 || 1,588 2,230 
1,426 1,462 4,654 49880 
152 87 | 459 888 
30 284 | 182 558 
290 264 | 930 1,036 
7,854 | 8,597 27,854 28,044 
. 
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X.-—Cotron Retrurns.—Marcn 1897, 


Ruturn of the Number of Bares of Corton Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended March 1897, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 


Month of Three Months ended 
March March 


1896. | 1897. 1896. 


Imports. 


No. 
1,129,275 
20,984 
27,766 
128,201 
13,875 


1,320,101 


67,513 
500 


16,560 
21,631 
2,401 


108,605 


Forwarvep from Ports to InLanp Towns. 


258,083 233,467 732,905 
6,349 5,434 12,796 
6,379 16,885 

26,661 24,306 89,395 
9,892 9,014 $1,931 


307,364 276,515 883,912 


Forwakvep from Intanp Towns to Ports. * 


613 


507 
No. No. No. 
American : -| 235,379 299,041 895,785 
Brazilian 5,645 9,280 21,146 
East Indian 4,299 14,222 38,708 
Egyptian - = 36,364 32,765 139,675 
Miscellaneous - 4,853 3,192 10,463 
Total - - -| 286,540 358,500 || | 71,705,777 
Exports. 
American - - 23,282 16,716 44,317 
Brazilian - - 800 2,350 
Kast Indian - - 4,265 3,983 13,491 
Egyptian - 9,725 6,986 35,136 
MisceWaneous - 830 2,640 8,032 
Total - = | | | 105,326 
American - 691,880 
Brazilian - - 18,307 
East Indian - - 10,439 
Egyptian 95,488 
Miscellaneous - - 29,521 ; 
Brazilian - - - 
East Indian - atin 4 
i - - 40 40 49 
Total B46 228 954 861 
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XI.—Perrioprcat Returns or Imports aNnD Exports. 


Srarement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CounrTrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis= 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,%,d.; Lew = 
L. Egyptian = 1. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Value for the Month, Port od of the 


1896. 


Roubles 45,751,000 
Frs. 337,835,000 
Milreis - 3,362,000 


Lire - 75,720,000 
» - 94,139,000 175,285,000 


Gulden 55,741,000 3.246, p00 
Drchms. 10,088,000 109,610,000 
Lew - 8,582,000 
L. Egypt - | 


Dollars - 
” >. 3,624,000 


Bupees - 5,88,56,881 6,¢8,28,906 


Il.—Exports. 


Roubles 73,190,000 | | 
Frs. 258,046,000 265,887,000 
Milreis - 1,696,000 


Lire 74,405,000 
” m2 91,034,000 


British India* 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 
res are those of the “special” im the case 
Bulgaria, the Un ted Stats, Merioo,and British Indi, where 
means, in the case of imports, im: for home consumption ; in the case of exports, expor' 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


7 
| 
i Name of Country. | atest 
i = | 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
it France - +| Feb, - | $33,548,000 || 682,250,000 | 659,877,000 
at) é 
Austria-Hungary -| Feb. - | 
Greece -| Dec. - 
{ Bulgaria - - | Nov. - 
th Egypt - | Aug. 
United States Feb. - | 62,478,000 || 110,526,000 | 737,726,000 
Mexico -{ Nov. - 3,683,000 46,133,000 32,890,000 
British India*- | Nov. - | || 40,41,50452 
Russia in Europe Nov. | 
France - -| Feb. | 502,256,000 525,434,000 
H - | Feb. - | Gulden - 55,740,000 | 53; uu 4 
Greece - -| Dec. - | Drchms. - 7,651,000 | 6,858,000 72,860,000 71,186,000 
Bulgaria - - -|Nov. -|Lew - 11,870,000 || 100,288,000 | 72,488,000 
Egypt - -| Aug. -| L. Egypt - 385,000! 366, 7,329,000 | 6,368, 
United States -| Feb. - Dollars 79,773,000 178,724,000 | 
Meio - - -{ | Nov. | | 9,618,000 || 94,095,000 | 98,684,000 
Nov. - Rupees - 8,24,16,828 | 8,93,92,812 | 66 ,64,06,254 | 70,44.40,788 
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Trape or 


Imports into Bririsn Inp1a from Foreign CounrtrRizs. 


Hight Months, 
1st April to 30th November 


1895, 


R. 
I.—Animals, living 


II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar - 
Other articles 

III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) 

Metals - 
Machinery and mill-work - 
Rail Jant and rolling- 
pre other than Gover 
ment stores) - - - 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials- - - 


Otheroils - - 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
 factured articles - - 


VIL—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


Cotton yarn - - 


R. R. 
32,68,193 7,05,307 
2,00,26,979 | 1,89,24,306 11,02,673 
$,A5,73,200 | 3,35,10,724 10,62,476 
96,29,036 |  1,04,90,905 8,61,869 
3,99,67,697 |  3,65,56,575 $4,11,122 
1,92,81,525 | 2,43,64,746 50,883,221 
1,12,36,407 | 1,50,40,545 38,04,138 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - - 212,90,622 | 2,15,51,770 2,61,148 
8,06,032 21,35,616 13,29,584 
Cotton piece goods - -| 14,52,59,570 | 18,17,59,996 |  3,65,00,426 
Other articles 7,9806754 | |  96,00,728 
Total of all Imports - | 45,00,96,864 | 40,41,50,482 | 4,40,53,578 - 
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XII.—Foreien Trapre or Inpta—continued. 


Exports of Inp1ian Propuce and MANuFACTURE from BritIsu 
Inp1a to Foreign Counrriss. 


Eight Months, 
1st Aprile 30th November. 


1895. | 1896. 


| 


I.—Animals, living - 


Il.—Articles of food and drink— | 


Other articles -| 
| 


III.—Metals and manufactures of - 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materia’ j 

5,70,11,178 

82,42,067 
97,52,667 

V.—Oils - 40,92,673 

Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 

7,46,01,872 
5,74,39,106 
6,74,55,578 
5,75,01,350 

VII.—Articles manufactured 
partly manufactured— 

Cotton yarn - 


Cotton piece goods 


i 
Ht 510 
| R. R, | R. 
i | 
Rice - - =| 7,49,93910 | 5,98,52,661 1,48,69,549 
Wheat - - | 3,50,76,686 82,64,208 2,68,12,478 
- - | | 92,21,104 tin 
| 
2,64,90,255 | 2,89,20,204 |  24,91,039 - 
| 
4 6,95,096 9,60,479 2,65,383 
| 34,97,035 
- 15,98,587 
4,83,223 
Hell bed 9,77,872 
14,28,951 
it 77,72,197 
1,05,30,515 
Other articles - -| 807,883,408 7,78,01,926 29,96,572 
Total of all exports | 67,56,01,768 | 68,72,94,737 3,83,07,08 
i} 
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XXVI—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES, 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Place. i Place. 


Old Calabar Madrid 

i d. La Rochelle 
Chicago 
Berlin 
Cherbourg 
Beira - 
Charleston - 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and nerd be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


Price. 


Belgium.—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the | 
Province of Liége during 1895 - 

Germany.—Report on the Finances of the German. Aftions 
Colonies for 1897~98 - 

Germany.—Report on molasses | and peat fodder - 

China.—Report on the Revenue a Bepeton of the 
Chinese Empire 

Russia.—Report on the Drink Question i in Russia - 

Italy—Report on the Economic and Financial Situation in 
Italy - 

— ny.—Report on the Operation of the Insarance Laws 
‘or 1895 

Netherlands.—Report on the German Competition with 
British Manufactures inthe Netherlands’ - 

Germany.—Report“on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1895-96 

Mexico.—Report on the — caps of the Mexican 
Central Railway 


No. | | Pie. 
| | 
1834 - 2d. 
1835 - 1dd. 
1836 - | 46d. 
1837 - ld. 
1838 - | 
1839 - ld. 
1840 - | 29d. 
1841 | Bolivia - -| 2d, 1858 | Saigon - - - . 
1842 | Washington - : 3d. 1859 | Suakin - - -| Id. 
1843 | Berlin - . ~ 2d. 1860 | Rouen - - 2d. 
1844 | Uganda - -| Id. 1861 | Patras - -| 14d. . 
1845 | Belgrade - oy 14d. 1862 | Barcelona - - -| 2d. 
1846 | Dakar - - d. 1863 | Amoy - ~ | 23d. 
1847 | Florence - -| gd. 1864 | Trebizond - - -| Id ; 
1848 | Copenhagen : -| 2d. 1865 | Lisbon - . - 24d. 
1849 | Havre - - 2d. 1866 | Callas - - d. 
1850 | Serajevo - 
No. | | 
412 
ld. 
413 
ld. a 
414 1d. 
415 
16 i 
4 
417 
4d, 
418 
ld. ( 
419 
id. m ¢ 
- X\ 
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XXVII—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The follo Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


Colony. 


| Falkland Islands 


British New Guinea 


Lagos 
Guiana 


Newroundland 
Gold Coast, 


Barbados - 
‘urks and Caicos Islands 
Malta - 


Bs 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
Falklands Islands 
St. Helena - 

mas - 
Hong 
Windward slands’ - 
Trinidad and To Tobago - 
Seychelles - 
Be and Rodrigues 


: 


. 
NUAL. 3 
| | Year. |] No. | Colony. | Year, 
1901 121 | StraitSettlements - - | 1898 
1891 124 | St.Lucia - 1893 q 
im | St.Lucia - 125 | St.Helena - q 
Labuan - - 126 | Ceylon - 
British Guiana - 127 | Fiji - . a 
il Mauritius - 129 | Sierra Leone - 
Lagos - 180 | British Bechuanaland - 1893-94 q 
| Natal - | 1891-92 
| Sierra Leone - 4 
Tink ans - - 
| British New Guinea - a 
Bermuda - | a 
i British Honduras - - - 
| Turks and Caicos Islands 1 
| Gibraltar -- -|1 
4 Leeward Islands - m8 q 
| Trinidad and Tobago - q 
| Straits Settlements - - q 
1 | Grenada - 1894-95 
Barbados - 1895 q 
St. Lucia - a 
Falkland Islands - q 
| Labuan - - 
if | British Honduras - 4 
| Sierra Leone - 
| British Bechuanaland - - 18 
| British @uiana- = - = - 4 
102 | Newfoundland - 
104 | Victoria - - - -! 
105 | Bermuda -| 1 4 
107 Kong - 3 a 
108 | 8t.Vincent - - - - 
111- | Turks and Caicos Islands 
112 | Leeward Islands - 
118 | Barbados - - - 1894-95 
114 | Malta - 1895 
116 | British Honduras 186 | Basutoland - | 1895-96 
117 | Trinidadand Tobago - - 187 | Ceylon - «| 1895 
ie 118 | Falkland Islands : : 188 | British Guiana - - | 1895-96 q 
119 Rodrigues 189 | Gold Coast = - - 1895 
| 120 jus 190 | Jamaica - = | 1895-96 
ie | No. | _ Colony. | Subject. q 
1 |GoldQosst - -  -| Economic Agriculture. 
. 
ip | 


a 
a 
4 
4 
7 
x 


